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ADVENTURES 
OF 


Sir Launcelot Greaves. 


CHAP. I. 


In which certain perſonages of this delightful hiſs 
tory are introduced to the reader $ acquaittantrs 


T was on the great no rthern road from 
Vork to London, about the beginning 
of the month October, and the hour of 
eight in the evening, that four twee 
were by a violent ſhower of rain driven or 
ſhelter into a little public houſe on the a 


of the high- way, diſtinguiſhed by a ſign 


which was ſaid to exhibit the figure of a . 


Black Lion. The kitchen, in which we 


, allembled, was the only room for entertain» * 
wt in the houſe, paved with ted bricks, 
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151 'Femarkably clean,” furniſhed with 3 or 
four Windſor chairs, adorned with ſhining 
plates of pewter, and copper ſauce-pans 
nicely ſcoured; that even dazzled the eyes 
of the beholder ; while a chearful fire of 
| ſea-coal blazed inthe chimney. Three of 
the travellers, who arrived on horſeback, 
having ſeen their cattle properly accom- 
L. N ma dated in the ſtable, agreed to paſs the 
1 . time, until the weather ſhould clear up, 
"35h cer a bowl of rumbo, which was accord- 
_ ingly prepared : but the fourth, refuſing x 
4 1 *. Z to join their company, took his ſtation at 
= the oppoſite fide of the chimney, and called 
1 for a pint of two- penny, with which he in- 
. 28 . dulged himſelf apart. At a little diſtance, ; 
$5 8 on his left hand, there was another groupe, 
4 WED "conſiſting of the landlady, a decent widow, 
ber two daughters, the elder of whom 
bi I pe 5 ſeemed to be about the age of fifteen, and 
_ . e * who ſerved bark! as waiter 
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ſurgery and midwifery, capt. Crowe; and 

his nephew Mr. T homas Clarke, an at- 
torney. Fillet was a m̃an of ſome. edu- 
cation, and a great deal of experience, + 
ſhrewd, fly, $4 ſenſible. Capt. Crow. + 
had commanded a merchant-ſhip in tl 
Mediterranean-trade for many years, and 
ſaved ſome money by dint of frugality and 
traffic. He was an excellent ſeaman, braves 
active, friendly in his way, and ODA... 
honeſt ; but as little acquainted: with the 
world as.a ſucking child; whimſical, im- 
patient, and ſo impetuous that he cond 
not help breaking in upon the befke, 
whatever it might be, with repeated intens 
ruptions, that ſeemed to burſt from d 5 1 3 | 
by involuntary impulſe: when he amen, 72 
to ſpeak, he never finiſhed his period; 
made ſuch a number of abrupt cali, 

that his diſcourſe ſeemed to be an unc RN 
nected ſeries of unfiniſhed ſentences, the 5 1 . 45 9 1 
. of which i It Was not eaſy-to decy £ $ f | + | | 
5 her. His nephew, Tom C K 
1 Ping, whoſe goodneſs of hack . . 
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% THE ADVENTURES. OF 
the exerciſe of his profeſſion had not been 


able to corrupt. Before ſtrangers he never 
owned himſelf an &torney, without bluſh- 
ing, though he had no reaſon to bluſh for 
his own practice; for he conſtantly refuſed | 
to engage in the cauſe of any client whoſe 
character was equivocal, and was never 
known to act with fuch induſtry as when 
concerned for the widow and orphan, or 
any other object that ſued in forma pau- 
pPieris. Indeed he was fo replete with hu- 
man kindneſs, that as often as an affecting 
-  ftory or circumſtance was told in his hear- 
ing it overflowed at his eyes. Being of a 
warm complexion, he was very ſuſceptible 2 
ol paſſion, and ſomewhat libertine in his 
urs. In other reſpects, he piqued 
himſelf on underſtanding the practice of the 


: be 5 ; courts, and in private company he took 


— pleaſure 3 in laying down the law; but he 


was an indifferent orator, and tediouſly cir- 
- cumiſtantial i in his explanations: his ſtature 
was rather  diminutiye ;. but, upon the 


4 ä i 0 5 5 ; whole he had ſome title to ic! chatacter k? 
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7 pretty, dapper, little fellow. The ſolitary 
gueſt had ſomething very forbidding in his 
aſpect, which was contracted by an habi- 
tual frown. His eyes were ſmall and red, 
and ſo deep ſet in the ſockets, that each ap- 
peared like the the undiſtinguiſhed ſnuff of a 
farthing candle, gleaming through the horn 
of adark lanthorn. His noſtrils were elevated 
in ſcorn, as if his ſenſe of ſmelling had been 
perpetually offended by ſome unſavoury 
odour; and he looked as if he wanted to 


{brink within himſclf, from the imperti: 


nence of ſociety. He worea black periwig ' 

as ſtrait as the pinions of a raven, covered 
with an hat flapped, and faſtened to his 
head by a ſpeckled handkerchief tied under 
his chin. He wis wrapped in a great coat 


& brown frize, under which he ſeemed to Xi | 


. concesl a ſmall bundle. His name was 
Ferret, and his character diſtinguiſhed by 
three peculiarities. He was never ſeen to 
ſmile: he was never heard to ſgeak in 


I Phiſe ef any perſon whatſoever; and he 


—_— known to ive a a : 
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to any queſtion that was aſked : but ſeemed, _ 
on all occaſions, to be actuated by the moſt 
perverſe ſpirit of contradiction. 

Capt. Crowe, having remarked that it was 
ſqually weather, aſked how far it was to the 
next market-town; andunderſtanding that 
the diſtance was not leſs than ſix miles, ſaid 
he had a good mind to come to an anchor 
for the night, if ſo be as he could have a 
* tolerable berth in this here harbour. Mr. 
Fillet, perceiving by his ſtile that he was a 
-ſea-faring gentleman, obſerved that their 
 *Jandlady was not uſed to lodge ſuch com- 
| \pany; and expreſſed ſome ſurprize, that 
he who had no doubt endured ſo many 
"ſtorms and hardſhips at ſea, ſhould think 
much of travelling five br ſix miles a horſe- 
'tback by moon-light. © For my part, ſaid, 
| be, J ride in all weathers, and at all hours, 
without minding cold, wet, wind, or dark- 
My conſtitution is ſo caſe-hardened, 


Spitzbergen. With reſpect to this road, I 
3 ae every — of it ſo ckactiy, chat I 
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engage to travel forty miles upon it blind. 4 3 


fold, without making one falſe ſtep; and 
if you have faith enough t to put yourſelves 
under my auſpices, I will conduct you fafe 
to an elegant inn, where you will meet 
with the beſt accommodation.” * Thank 
you, brother, (replied the captain :) WE 
are much beholden to you for your cour- 
teous offer; but, howſomever, you muſt 

not think I mind foul weather more than + 
my neighbours. I have worked hard MR 
and allow in many a taught gale—but chi 
here is the caſe, d'ye ſee; we have row” 


down a long day's reckoning : our beaſts 2 | Þ. 


have had a hard f pell ; and as for my on 
hap, brother, I doubt my bottom 7 
have loſt ſome of their ſheathing, being as 
how I a'n't uſed to that kind * ſcrubs. 

bing.” 
GS: doctor, who had practiſed on bid 


a man of war in his youth, and was Per i 


ſectly well acquainted with the captain! "ON 
dialect, aſſured him, that. if the bottom : 5 
7" ba camaged, he would pate it with an 
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excellent ſalve, which he always carried a- 

bout him, to guard againſt ſuch accidents 

on the road: but Tom Clark, who ſeemed 

to have caſt the eyes of affection upon the 

landlady's eldeſt daughter, Dolly, objected 

| to their proceeding farther without reſt and 

| refreſhment, as they had already travelled 
fifty miles ſince morning ; and he was fure 
dis uncle muſt be fatigued both in mind 
> and body, from vexation as well as from a 
Hard exerciſe, to which he had not been 
- accuſtomed. Fillet then deſiſted, ſaying, 
he was ſorry to. find the captain had any 

I aue for vexation; but he hoped it was 

RM not an "incurable evil. This expreſſion. 

g vas accompanied with 2 Lock of curiofſty, 

® 

| 


1 
+ 
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I - which Mr. Clark was glad of an occaſion 

,- to gratify; for, as we. haye hinted above, 
he was a very communicative gentleman, il 
F2 che affair which now lay upon his 
ſtomach intereſted him nearly; 'I af- 
ſure you, Sir, (ſaid he) chis here gentle- 
man, captain Crowe, who 1s fny mother's 


. has been . uſed by ſome 
| of 


| 
i 
| 
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of his relations. He bears as good a cha- 
racter as any captain of a ſhip on the Royal 
Exchange, and has undergone a variety of 
hardſhips at ſea. What d'ye think, now, 
of his burſting all his ſinews, and making 
his eyes ſtart out of his head, in pulling his 
ſhip off a rock, whereby he ſaved to his 
owners“ — Here he was interrupted by the 
captain, who exclaimed, © Belay, Tom, 
belay :—prithee, don't veer out ſuch a del! 
of jaw. Clap a ſtopper on thy cable, ac 
bring thyſelf up. my lad. What a deal of 3 
ſtuff thou haſt pumped up concerning 
- burſting and ſtarting, and pulling ſhips, 2 
Laud have mercy upon us!— Look xe 
here, brother—look ye here—mind theſe 
poor crippled joints: two fingers on the if 
ſtarboard, and three on the larboard hand 
crooked, d' ye ſee, like the knees of à H 8 N 
lander.—I'Il tell you what, brother, vo 8 5 
ſeem to be a—ſhip deep laden—tich-car- 7 
goe current ſetting into the \bayvwhard 
+,gale—lee-ſhore—all hands in the Mat- 


e the headland—ſelf pulling for. - 
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Jin blood, againſt the whole crew. Snap 
go the finger-braces—crack went the eye- 
blocks. — Bounce day-light — flaſh-ſtar- 
bf -light—down I foundered, dark as hell— 
' whizz went my ears, and my head ſpun 
| ike awhirligig.— That don't ſignify I'm 
2 Yorkſhire boy, as the faying is—all my 
life at fea, brother, by reaſon of an old 
- grandmother and maiden aunt, a couple 
ms old ſtinking—kept me theſe forty years 
"== Hut of my grand-father's eſtate. —Hearing 
* . A 0 how they had taken their departive, 
eie aſhore, hired horſes, and clapped on 
all my canvas, ſteering to the northward, 
x * to take poſſeſſion of my But it don't ſig- 
ni talking - theſe two old piratical had 
= held a palaver with a lawyer —an attorney, 
= © Tom, d'ye mind me, anattorney—and by 
us affiſtance hove me out of my inherit- 
ance:— that is all, brother—hove me out 
of five hundred pounds a year—that's all | 
dat fignifies — but ſuch windfalls we © | 
don't every day pick up along ſhore.— 
3 F n about, brother —yes, by the Lord! 
_ p | 1 choſe 
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| thoſe two ſmuggling harridans, with the 
aſſiſtance of an attorney—an attorney, Tom 
T hove me out of five hundred a year.“ 
« Yes, indeed, Sir, (added Mr. Clark,) 
thoſe two malicious old women docked the 
intail and left the eſtate to an alien.” 
Here Mr. Ferret thought proper to in- 
termingle in the converſation with a * Pb, 
what, do'ſt talk of docking the entail ? 
Do'ſt not know that by the Statute 
Weſtm. 2. 13. Ed. the will and intention 
of the donor muſt be fulfilled, and the 
' tenant in 7ai/ ſhall not alien after iſſue had, 


or before.” © Give me leave, Sir, (replied  - 


Tom) I preſume you are a practitioner in 


the law. Now you know, that in the caſe. "1 
of a contingent remainder, the intail m 
be deſtroyed by levying a fine, and ſuffer-- 


ing a recovery ; or otherwiſe deſtroying 
the particular eſtate, before che contin 
geney happens. If feaffees, who poſſeſs an 
. eſtate only during the life of a ſon 8 - 
divers remainders are limited over, make:a 
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the future remainders are deſtroyed. T u- 
deed, a perſon in remainder may have a 
writ of intruſion, if any do intrude after 
the death of a tenant for life; and the writ 


er gravi querela lies to execute a deviſe in 


remainder, aſter the death of tenant in tail 
- without. iſſue. Spoke like a true diſ- 


. | cipleof Geber,” cries Ferret. © No, Sir, 


* (replied Mr. Clarke) counſellor Caper is 


in che conveyancing-way—I was clerk to 
ſioetjeant Croaker.” © Ay, now you may 
et up ſor yourſelf; (reſumed the other) 
for you can prate as TIO as the 


:*þeſt of them.“ 


5 . : | cc Perhaps (ſaid Tom) 1 do not make 
myſelf underſtood: if ſo be as how that is 
e caſe, let us change the poſition ; and 


ſappoſe that this here caſe is a Jail after a 


bie of due extin3. Il a tenant in rail, 
= after a poſſi bility, make a feoffment of his 
hand, he in reverſion may enter for the for- 
| ſeiture. *F hen we mult make a diſtinction 


between general tail and /pecial tail” It is 
Ahe word — makes the intail : there 7 
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muſt be Body in the fail, deviſed to heirs 


male or female, otherwiſe it is a fee- ſim- 
ple, becauſe it is not limited of what body. 
Thus a corporation cannot be ſeized in tail. 
For example: here is a young women — 
What is your name, my dear ? © Dolly,” 
anſwered © the daughter, with a curtly. 


« Here's Dolly—I ſeiſe Dolly in tail. — 


Dolly J ſeiſe you in tai! —* Sha't then,” 
cried Dolly, pouting. I am ſeiſed of | 
land in feel ſettle on Dolly i in tail. 


Dolly, who did not comprehend the natute 

of the illuſtration, underſtood him in a . 

teral ſenſe, and in a whimpering tone ex- 
claimed, Sha't then, I tell thee, curſed 


toad!” — Tom, however, was fo tranſ- 


ported with his ſubject, that he took no 
notice of poor Dolly's miſtake ; but pro- 
ceeded in his harangue upon the different 


kinds of rails, remainders, and ſeiſins, when 


he was interrupted by a noiſe that alarnisd 5 * 
the whole company. The rain had been 
ahr a ſtorm of wind, thathowled. TEE 


5 
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petuoſity; 3 and the heavens were overgilt 
in ſuch a manner, that not one ſtar appear- 
ed]; ſo that all without was darkneſs and 
uproar. This aggravated the horror of 
divers loud ſcreams, which even the noiſe 


pf the blaſt could not exclude from the 


aſtoniſhed ears of our travellers. Captain 
Crowe called out, « Avaſt, avaſt:” Tom 


Clarke fat filent, ſtaring wildly, with his 


© mouth ſtill open; the ſurgeon himſelf 
ſeemed ſtartled; and Ferret's countenance 


. betrayed evident marks of confuſion. The 
oſtler moved nearer the chimney, and the 
good woman of the houſe, with her two 

daughters, crept cloſe to the company. 
- After ſome pauſe, the captain ſtarting 


1 up, © Theſe ( ſadd he) be ſignals of diſtreſs. 


Some poor ſouls in danger of foundering. _ 


Let us bear up a-head, and ſee if we 


can give them any aſſiſtance.” The land- 


lady begged him, for Chriſtis ſake, not to 


dchink of going out; for it was a ſpirit. that 


ot 
Wo © {ayould lead him . into fens and rivers, 
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ſeemed to be ſtaggered by this remon- 
ſtrance, which his nephew reinforced, ob- 
ſerving, that it might be a ſtratagem of 
rogues to decoy them into the fields, that 
| they might rob them under cloud of night. 
Thus exhorted, he reſumed his ſeat; and 
| Mr. Ferret began to make very ſevere 
ſtrictures upon "the folly and fear of thoſe 
who believed and trembled at the viſitation 
of ſpirits, ghoſts, and goblins. He ſaid, 
he would engage with twelve penny-worth 
of phoſphorus to frighten. a whole - pariſh 
out of their ſenſes : then he expatiated on 
the puſillanimity of the nation in general; 
ridiculed the militia, cenſured the govern- 
ment; and dropped ſome hints about Aa 
change of hands, which the captain could - 
not, and the doctor would not compre- kn : F 
hend. Tom Clarke, from the freedom of 
his diſcourſe, concluded hie was a miniſtę- 185 
rial ſpy, and communicated his opinion to mo 
his uncle in a whiſper, while this miſan- 
thrope continued to pour forth his iat 
- tives with a fluency peculiar to W 
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"Truth is, Mr. Ferret had been a party- 

I  _ writer, not from principle, but employ- 
ment, and had felt the rod of power; in 
WW © order to avoid a fecond exertion of which, 
48 he now found it convenient to ſculk about 
| in the country: for he had received inti- 
| mation of a warrant from the ſecretary of 
ſtate, who wanted to be better acquainted 
with his perſon. Notwithſtanding the tick- 
liſn nature of his ſituation, it was become 
ſo habitual to him to think and ſpeak in a 
WE certain manner, that even before ſtrangers, 
WE | whoſe principles and connexions he could 
WH © not poſſibly know, he hardly ever opened 
\ A Y huis mouth, without uttering ſome direct or 
implied farcaſm againſt the government, 
He had already proceeded a conſiderable 
Way in demonſtrating, that the nation was 
= 2 bankrupt and beggared, and that thoſe who 
_ 1% 1 at the helm were ſteering full into the 
geulph of inevitable deſtruction; when his 
lecture was ſuddenly ſuſpended by a violent 
n at the door, which threatened- 
the whole houſe with immediate demoli- 
9914 Þ don, 
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vion. Capt. Crowe, believing they ſhould 
be inſtantly boarded, unſheathed his han- 
ger, and ſtood in a. poſture of defence. 
Mr. Fillet armed himſelf with the poker, 
which happened to be red-hot: the oſtler 
pulled down a ruſty firelock, that hung by 
the roof, over a flitch of bacon. Tom 
Clarke, perceiving the landlady and her 
children diſtracted with terror, conducted 
them, out of meer compaſſion, below ſtairs 
into the cellar; and as for Mr. Ferret, he 
prudently withdrew into an adjoining pantry. 
But as a perſonage of great importance in 


. this entertaining hiſtory was forced to re. 


main ſome time at the door, before he 
could gain admittance, ſo muſt the reader 
wait with patience for the next chapter, in, 
which he will ſee the cauſe of this dif- 


turbance explained much to his ae 
and edification. 
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HA. H. 


In which the hero of theſe adventures makes his 
Art appearence on the Hage of action. 


RE outward door of the Black Lion 
had already ſuſtained two dreadful 
ſhoeks ; but at the third it flew open, and 
in ſtalked an apparition, that ſmote the 
hearts of our travellers with fear and trepi- 
dation. It was the figure of a man armed 
capacpie, bearing on his ſhoulder a bun- 
dae ckopping with water, which afterwards 
appeared to be the body of a man that 
ſeemed to have been drowned, and fiſhed 
vp from the bottom of the neigbouring 
river. Having depoſited his burthen care- 
fully on the floor, he addreſſed himſelf to 
the company in theſe words: “Be not 
ſurpriſed, good people, at this unuſual ap- 
pPearance, which I ſhall take an oppor- 
unity to explain; and forgive the rude 
da and boiſterous manner in which I have de- 
manded, and indeed forced admittance, 
; oy Wd | The | 
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The violence of my intruſion was the ef, 
fect of neceſſity. In croſſing the river, my 
ſquire and his horſe were ſwept away by 
the ſtream; and with ſome difficulty I have 
been able to drag him aſhore, though I 
am afraid my aſſiſtance reached him too 
late: for, ſince I brought him to land, he 
has given no ſigns of life.” 

Here he was interrupted by a groan, 
which iſſued from the cheſt of the {quire, 
and. terrified the ſpectators as much as it 
comforted the maſter. After ſome recol- 


lection, Mr. Fillet began to undreſs the A 


body, which was laid in a blanket on the 
floor, and rolled from fide to ſide by his 
direction. A conſiderable quantity of wa- 
ter being diſcharged from the mouth of 
this unfortunate {quire, he uttered a hide- 
ous roar, and, opening his eyes, ſtared 
wildly around : then the ſurgeon under- 
took for his recovery; and his maſter went 
forth with the oſtler in queſt of the horſes, 
N he had left by che ſide of che river. 


His 


9 
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j 3 His back was no ſooner turned than Ferret, 
. 75 who had been peeping from behind the 


* Pantry-door, ventured to rejoin the com- 
- Pany; pronouncing with a ſmile, or rather 


prin of contempt, ©* Hey-day ! what pre- 
cious mummery is this? What, are we to 
=. have the farce of Hamlet's ghoſt?” 
WE: - * Adzooks, (cried the captain) my kinl- 
man Tom has dropped a-ſtern—hope- 1 
Sd a- has not bulged to, and gone to böt⸗ 
WE tom.” „ Piſh, (exclaimed the miſan- 
WE: - thrope) there's is no danger: the young 
. % | Ayer) 18 only ſeiſing Dolly in tail.“ 
| 3 Certain it is, Dolly ſqueaked at that in- 
1 "ant in the cellar; and Clarke appearing. 
= * on after in ſome confuſion, declared ſhe 
bud been frightened by a flaſh of lightning: 
brut this aſſertion was not confirmed by the 
WE young lady herſelf, who eyed him with a 
ji 3 '  . Julllenregadd, indicating diſpleaſure, though 
= not indifference; and when queſtioned by 
ber mother, replied, © A-doan't maind 
pl 14 3 What a-fays, ſo a-doan't, vor all his x ppl 
* . ob _ then.“ 3 
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In the mean time the ſurgeon had per- 


formed the operation of phlebotomy on the 


ſquire, who was lifted into a chair, and 
ſupported by the landlady for that pur- 
poſe ; but he had not as yet given any ſign 
of having retrieved the uſe of his ſenſes, 
And here Mr. Fillet could not help con. 
templating, with ſurprize, the . ſtrange 
figure and accoutrements of his- Patient, 
who ſeemed in age to be turned of fifty. 


His ſtature was below the middl 


was thick, ſquat, and brawny, with a ſmall 


protuberance on one ſhoulder, and a pro- 
minent belly, which, in conſequence of the 


water he had ſwallowed, now ſtrutted be- 


. 
* > 
& + 


yond its uſual dimenſions. His forehead. 


was remarkably convex, and fo very low, - 


that his black buſhy hair deſcended within, 
an inch of his noſe: but this did not con- 


ceal the wrinkles of his front, which were 
manifold. His ſmall glimmering eyes re- 
ſembled thoſe of the Hampſhire porker, © © 
that turns up the ſoil with his projecting 
_ His checks were ſhrivelled- and 


7755 3 
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e ſize: he 
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puckered at the corners, like the ſeams of 
a regimental coat as it comes from the 
hands of the contractor: his noſe bore a 
ſtrong analogy in ſhape to a tennis: ball, 
and in colour to a mulberry ; for all the 
Water of the river had not been able to 
quench the natural fire of that feature. His 
upper jaw was furniſhed with two long 
White ſharp-pointed teeth or fangs, ſuch 
as the reader may have obſerved in the 
chaps of a wolf, or full-grown maſtiff, and 
An anatomiſt would deſcribe as a preterna- 
F * Tural elongation of the dentes canini. His 
chin was fo long, fo peaked, and incur- 
vated, as to form in profile with his im- 
pending forchead the exact reſemblance of 
2 moon in the firſt quarter. With reſpect 
d *to his equipage, he had a leathern cap upon 
bis head, faced like thoſe worn by ma- 
rines, and -exhibiting in embroidery the 
"Þ of a creſcent. His coat was of 
1 White cloth faced with black, and cut in a 
very antique faſhion; and, in lieu of a 
8 | waiſtcoar, he wore a buff jerkin. His feet 
— 2 5 ves 
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were caſed with looſe buſkins, which, 
though they roſe almoſt to his knee, could 
not hide that curvature” known by the 
appellation of bandy legs. A large ſtring 
of bandaliers garniſhed a broad” delt that 
graced his ſhoulders, from whence de- 
pended an inſtrument of war, Fat 
ſomething between a back- ſ word and a 
laſs; and a caſe of piſtols were ſtuck in ' 
girdle. Such was the figure which the 
whole company now ſurveyed with admi- 
ration. After ſome pauſe, he ſeemed to 
recover his recollection. He rolled his 
eyes around, and, attentively ſurveying 
every individual, exclaimed, in a ſtrange 
tone, © Bodikins! where's Gilbert?” 
This interrogation did not favour much of 
ſanity, eſpecially when accompanied with 
a wild ſtare, which is generally interpreted 
as a ſure ſign of a diſturbed underſtand- 
ing: nevertheleſs, the ſurgeon endea- 
voured to aſſiſt his recollection. 
* Come, (faid he) have a' gobd-hea r. 
5 do'ſt do, friend?“ © # Do! Le- | 
2 


* 
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WE replied the ſquire) do as well as 1 can; — 
tdtuhat's a lie too: I might have done better. 
Wi I had no buſineſs to be here.“ © You 
WI _ ought to thank God and your } de (re- 

. ſumed the ſurgeon) for the providential 
FE. + eſcape you have had. Thank my maſ- 
WE» ter! (cried the {quire) thank the devil! 
Go and teach your grannum to crack fil- 
berds. I know who I'm bound to pray 
\ 58 for, and who I ought to curſe the longeſt 

We day I have to live.“ 
= . Here the Captain interpoſing, © Nay, 
brother, (ſaid he) you are bound to pray 
for this here gentleman as your ſheet-an- 
chor: for, if ſo be as he had not cleared 
1 B 1 "your ſtowage of the water you had taken in 
bl F Is => at your upper works, and lightened your 
eis, dye ſee, by taking away ſome of 
Poor blood, adad! you had driven before 
dee gale, and never been brought up in 
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1 . this world again, d'ye ſee.” « What, 
| then you would perſuade me (replied the 
patient) that the only way to ſave my 
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Lok ye, friend, it ſhall not be loſt blood 


to me.—I take you all to witneſs, that 
there ſurgeon, or apothecary, or farrier, or 
dog- doctor, or whatſoever he may be, has 
robbed me of the balſam of life ;—he has 
not left ſo much blood in my body as would 
fatten a ſtarved flea.—O ! that there was a 
lawyer here to ſerve him with a Hſerari. 
Then fixing his eyes upon Ferret, he pro- 
ceeded: An' t you a limb of the law, 
friend? No, I cry you mercy, you look, 
more like a ſhew-man or a conjurer.“ 

Ferret, nettled at this addreſs, PIE; 
ce It would be well for you that I could 
conjure a little common ſenſe into that 
numbſcull of yours.” “ If I want that 
commodity, (rejoined the ſquire) I muſt 
go to another market, I trow.— Tou le- 
gerdemain men be more like to conjure 
the money from our pockets, than ſenſe 
into our ſculls. Vor my own part, 1 was 
once cheated of vorty good ſhillings by one 
of your broother cups, and balls.” In all 
probability he would have deſcended. to 
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particulars, had not he been ſeized with a 
return of his nauſea, which obliged him to 
call for a bumper of brandy. This re- 
medy being ſwallowed, the tumult in his 
ſtomach fubſided. He deſired he might 
be put to-bed without delay, and that half 
a dozen eggs and a pound of bacon might, 
in a couple of hours, be dreſſed for his 
ſupper. 

He was accordingly led off the ſcene by 
the landlady and her daughter; and Mr. 
Ferret had juſt time to obſerve the fellow 
was a compoſition, in which he did not 
know whether knave or fool moſt predo- 


minated, when the maſter returned from 


the ſtable. He had taken off his helmet, 


and now diſplayed a very engaging coun- 
tehance. His age did not ſeem to exceed 
Thirty: he was tall and ſeemingly robuſt ; 


his face long and oval, his noſe aquiline, 


e hair looſely flowed in ſhott natural 
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his Mouth furniſhed with a ſer of elegant 
teeth white as the drifted ſhow ; his con- 
plexion clear, and his aſpect noble Hie 
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curls; and his grey eyes ſhone with ſuch 
vivacity, as plainly ſhewed that his reaſon” 
was a little diſcompoſed. Such an appear- 
ance prepoſſeſſed the greater part of the 
company in his favour: he bowed round 
with the moſt polite and affable addreſs; 
enquired about his ſquire ; and, being in- 
formed of the pains Mr. Fillet had taken 
for his recovery, inſiſted upon that gentle 
man's accepting an handſome gratuity : 
then, in conſideration of the cold bath he 
had undergone, he was prevailed upon to 
take the poſt of honour; namely, the 
great chair fronting the fire, which was re- 
inforced with a billet of wood for his com- 
fort and convenience. 


Perceiving his fellaw-travellers eihce 


over-awed into ſilence by his preſence, or + 
ſtruck dumb with admiration at his equi- F 


page, he accoſted them in theſe words, 
while an agreeable ſmile dimpled on ns 
cheek. 


The good company wonders, no doubt, 
co ſce a man caſed in armour, ſuch as 


15 C 2 hath 
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hath been for above a whole century diſ. 
uſed in this and every other country of 
Europe; and perhaps they will be ſtill 
more ſurpriſed, when they hear that man 
profeſs himſelf a noviciate of that military 
order, which hath of old been diſtinguiſh- 
ed in Great-Britain, as well as through all 
Chriſtendom, by the name of Knights Er- 
rant. Yes, gentlemen, in that painful and 
thorny-path of toil and danger I have be- 
gun my career, a candidate for honeſt fame; 
determined, as far as in me hes, to honour: 
and aſſert the efforts of virtue; to combat 
vice in all her forms, redreſs injuries, chaſ- 
tiſe oppreſſion, protect the helpleſs and 

forlorn, relieve the indigent, exert my beſt 
endcavours in the cauſe of innocence and 
beauty, and dedicate my talents, ſuch as 
they are, to the ſervice of my country.” 
What! (faid Ferret) you ſet up for a 


dern Don Quixote?—The ſcheme is 
nather too ſtale and extravagant. What 


Tos Larne in Spain, near two hundred years 


was an humorous romance, and well- timed 
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ago, will make but a ſorry jeſt, and ap- 
pear equally inſipid and abſurd, when 
really acted from affectation, at * time 
a-day, in a country like England. 

The Knight, eying this cenſor with a 
look of diſdain, replied, in a ſolemn loſty 
tone: © He that from affectation imitates 
the extravagancies recorded of Don 
Quixote, is an impoſtor equally wicked 
and contemptible. He that counterfeits 
madneſs, unleſs he diſſembles like the elder 
Brutus, for ſome virtuous purpoſe, not 
only debaſes his own ſoul, but acts as a 
traitor to heaven, by denying the divinity 
that is within him! am neither an affect- 
ed imitator of Don Quixote, nor, I truſt 
in heaven, viſited by that ſpirit of lunaey 
ſo admirably diſplayed in the fidtitions 
character exhibited by the inimitable Cer- 
vantes. I have not yet encountered a 


windmill for a giant; nor miſtaken” ckis . 


public houſe for a magnificent — 
N 2 do I believe this gentleman to bete 
© C 3 con- 
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conſtable ; nor that worthy practioner to 
be maſter Elizabat, the furgeon recorded 
in Amadis de Gaul; nor you to be the 


enchanter Alquife, nor any other ſage of 
Hhiſtory or romance.—l ſee and diſtinguiſh 


objects as they are diſcerned and deſcribed 


by other men. I reaſon without prejudice, 


can endure contradiction, and, as the com- 
pany perceives, even bear impertinent 
cenſure without paſſion or reſentment, I 
. quarrel with none but the foes of virtue 
and decorum, againſt whom I have de- 
clared perpetual war, and them I will 
every where attacks as the natural enemies 
of mankind.” But that war (ſaid the 
-cynic) may ſoon be brought to a conclu- 
ion, and your adventures cloſe in Bride- 
well, provided you meet with ſome deter- 
mined conſtable, who will ſeize your wor- 
- ſhip as vagrant, according to the ſtatute,” 
Heaven and earth! (cried the ſtranger, 


11248 ' Narting up and laying his hand to his ſword) 
2 lee co hear myſelf inſvlted with ſuch | 
an. 
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an opprobrious epithet, and refrain from 
trampling into duſt the inſolent umg. 
nlator !”* 

The tone in which theſe words were 
pronounced, and the indignation that flaſh- 
ed from the eyes of the ſpeaker, intimidat - 
ed every individual of the fociety, and re- 
duced Ferret to a temporary privation of 
all his faculties, His eyes retired within 
their ſockets; his complexion, which was 
naturally of a copper hue, now ſhifted to 
a leaden colour; his teeth began to chat- 
ter; and all his limbs were agitated by a 
ſudden palſy. The Knight obſerved his 
condition, and reſumed his feat, faying, 
« I was to blame: my yengeance muſt be 
releryed for very different objects. 
Friend, you have nothing to fear —the 
fudden guſt of paſſion is now blown over. 
KRecollect yourſelf, and I will reaſon calmly 
on the obſervation you have made.“. 


This was a very ſeaſonable declaration © + 


to Mr. Ferret, who opened his eyes, and 


ag his forehead, while the other pro- 
C4 ceeded 
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ceeded in theſe terms. You ſay I am 
in danger of being apprehended as a 
vagrant : I am not ſo ignorant of the laws 
of my country, but that I know the de- 


. ſcription of thoſe who fall within the legal 


meaning of this odious term. You muſt 
give me leave to inform you, friend, that I 
am neither bearward, fencer, ſtroller, 
gipſey, mountebank, nor mendicant; nor 
do I practiſe ſubtle craft to deceive and 
impoſe on the King's lieges; nor can I be 
held as an idle diſorderly perſon, travel- 
ling from place to place, collecting monies 
by virtue of  counterfeited paſſes, briefs, 
and other falſe pretences. In what reſpect 
therefore am I to be deemed a'vagrant ? 


Anſwer boldly, without fear or ſcruple.” * 
To this interrogation the miſanthrope re- 


ꝓlied, with a faultering accent, © If not a 


vagrant, you incur the penalty for riding 
armed in affray of the peace.” gut. in- 


ſtead of riding armed in affray of the peace, 


{reſumed the other) I ride in preſervation i 
Ae poace; an: gentlemen are e 


* 
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by the law to wear armour for their de- 
fence. Some ride with blunderbuſſes, ſome _ 
with piſtols, ſome with ſwords, according 
to their various inclinations. Mine is to 
wear the -armour of my forefathers: per- 
haps I uſe them for exerciſe, in order to 
accuſtom myſelf to fatigue, and ſtrengtheg 
my. conſtitution : r 1 aſſune n 
for a frolick,” _ 
But if you ſwagger * 8 in «dif. 
guiſe, aſſault me on the highway, or put 
me in bodily fear, for the ſake of the jeſt 
the law will puniſh you in earneſt, (cried 
the other.) © But my intention (anſwered 
the Knight) is carefully to avoid all thoſe 
Y occaſions of offences.” Then (ſaid Fer- 
ret) you may go unarmed, like other ſober 
people.“ Not ſo, (anſwered the Knight) 
as 1 propoſe to travel all times, and in all 
places, mine armour may guard mę againſt 
the attempts of treachery : it may: defend 
me in combat againſt odds, ſhoukl;T. be | 
aſſaulted. by a multitude of plebeians, 
2001 8 $ bikes 


14 RJ _Jonce, mortify pride, diſcourage ſlander, 
1 ; Uiſprace immodeſty, and ſtigmatize ingra- 
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have occaſion to bring malefactors to 
juſtice.” © What, then (exclaimed the 
philoſopher) you intend to co-operate with 
the honourable fraternity of thief-takers; 
* do purpoſe (ſaid the youth, eying him 
with a look of ineffable contempt) to act 
as a coadjutor to the law, and even to re- 
medy evils which the law cannot reach; 
to detect fraud and treaſon, abaſe inſo- 


- tude : but the infamous part of a thief- 
catcher's character I'diſclaim, I neither 
aſſociate with robbers and pickpockets, 
knowing them to be ſuch, that, in being 
 Intruſted with their ſecrets, I may the 

more effectually betray them; nor ſhall 1 
(ever poeket the reward granted by the 


| | _ , 
= Qegillature:to thoſe by whom robbers are 
1 

_— . - 


er eo conviftion* but 1 Thall alway 
'think it my duty to rid my country of that 
pernicious vermin, which preys upon tlie 
vowels of the common wealth not but 
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that an incorporated company. of. licenſed 
thieves might, under proper r regulations, 
be of ſervice to the community. 
Ferret, emboldened. by the paſſive tame- 
neſs with which the ſtranger bore his laſt 
xellection, began to think he had nothing. 
of Hector but his outſide, and gave a 
looſe to all the acrimony of his party- ran 
cour. Hearing the Knight mention a 


company of licenſed. thieves, What elſe * | 5 


{cried he) is the majority of the nation? 
What is your ſtanding army at home, that; 
eat up their fellow-ſubje&ts? "What" are 
your mercenaries abroad, whom you hire 
to fight their own quarrels? What is your 
Militia, that wiſe meaſure of this ſagacious. 
my, but a larger gang of petty thieves, 
who ſteal ſheep and poultry through mere 
idleneſs; and were they confronted with. 


an enemy, would ſteal themſelves away? ; | | 


'What-is your . .. but a knot of thieves, 
hb. pillage the nation under colour of 
law, and enrich themſelves with the wreck. 
e ee When yo, conſider the. 

| 6 enormous 
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enormous debt of an hundred millions, 
the intolerable load of taxes and impoſi- 
tions under which we groan, and the 
manner in which that burthen is yearly ac- 
cumulating, to ſupport two German elec- 
torates, without our receiving any thing in 
return but the ſhews of triumph and 
ſhadows of conqueſt : I ſay, when you re- 
flect on theſe circumſtances, and at the 
+." ame time behold our cities filled with 
Þbankrupts, and our country with beggars ; 
an you be ſo infatuated as to deny that 
our m—y is mad, or worſe than mad; 
our wealth exhauſted, our people miſera- 
ple, our credit blaſted, and our ſtate on 
he brink of perdition ?—This proſpe&, 
indeed, will make the fainter impreſſion, 
if we recollect that we ourſelves are a pack 
of fuch profligate, corrupted, ee 
Taſcals, as deſerve no ſalvation.“ 18 
The ſtranger, raiſing his voice to 5 
loud tone, replied, <« Such, indeed, are 
the inſinuations, equally falſe rand; inſidii- 
dans, Wich Which the ee 
e pn 5 4 ö 4 at 
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SIR LAUNCELOT GREAVES. zy 
of a party endeavour to poiſon the minds 
of his i Majeſty's ſubjects, in defiance of 
common honeſty and common ſenſe. But 
he muſt be blind to all perception, and 
dead to candour, who does not ſee and 
own that we are involved in a juſt and ne- 
ceſſary war, which has been maintained on 
truly Britiſh principles, proſecuted with vi- 
gour, and crowned with ſucceſs; that our 
taxes are eaſy in proportion to our wealth; 

that our conqueſts are equally glorious and 
important; that our commerceflouriſhes, 
our people are happy, and our enemies re- 
duced to deſpair, Is there a man ho boaſts 
a Britiſh heart, that repines at the ſucceſs 
and proſperity of his country ? Such there 
are, O ſhame to patriotiſm, and reproach 
to Great- Britain! Who act as the emiſſa- 
' ries of France both in word and writing”; 
who exaggerate. our neceſſary burthens, 
magnify our dangers, extol the power f 
our enemies, deritle our victories, exte. 
Nite our conqueſts, condemn the ea - 
| eee ur government, and ſeater the 
el | ſeeds 
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ſeeds of diſſatisfaction through the land. 
Such domeſtic traitors are doubly the ob- 
trath; and, ſecondly, in propagating falſe- 
ee to the prejudice. of that community 
| of which they have proteſied themſelves 
corrigible inſtrument of ſedition ; happy it 
is for him, that he has never fallen in ny 
ray for, notwithſtanding the ww 


' orbearance which. I have adopted 
, 'the in- 
— — — 


| | | _ {ndpires, would probably impel me to ſome: 


act of violence, and I ſhould cruſh 
like an ungrateful = 
viper, that gnawed 
— warmed. it into lt = 
e laſt wards were pronounced wi 
wildneſs of look, that even bordered iba 
Henzy. The milanthrope once more re- 
Xired to the pantry for ſhelter, and the reſt 
of the gueſts were evidently diſconcerted. 


Wl - Kier, en — 
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rious conſequences, expreſſed uncommon, 
ſatisfaction at the remarks which the 
Knight had made, ſignified his approba- 
tion of the honourable office he had under= 
taken ; declared himſelf happy in having: 
ſeen fuch an accompliſhed cavalier ; and. 
obſerved, that nothing was wanting to ren- 
der him a complete Enight-errant, but 
ſome celebrated beauty, the miſtreſs of his 
heart, whoſe ideas might animate his breaſt, 
and ſtrengthen his arm to the utmoſt ex- 
ertion of valour : he added, that love was. 

| the ſoul of chivalry. The ftranger ſtarted 

. at this diſcourſe. He turned his eyes on 

8 the ſurgeon with a fixed regard: his coun- 

. tenance changed: a torrent of tears guſhed 
down his cheeks: his head funk upon his 

boſom: he heaved a 1 and 

! remained in filence with all the external 

| marks of unutterable ſorrow. The com- 
pany were in ſome meaſure infected by his 


defpondence ; concerning the cauſe of 
which, on, they would a de ture 
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By this time the landlady, having diſ- 
poſed of the ſquire, deſired to know, with 
many curtſies, if his honour would not 
chuſe to put off his wet garments; aſſuring 
him, that ſhe had a very good feather- bed 
at his ſervice, upon which many gentle- 
volks of the virſt quality had lain; that the 
ſheets were well aired; and that Dolly 


"ſhould warm them for his worſhip with a pan 


of coals, I his hoſpitable offer being repeat- 
ed, he ſeemed to wake from a trance of 
gricf; aroſe from his ſeat, and, bowing 
;courteouſly to the company, withdrew. : 
Captain Crowe, whoſe faculty of ſpeech 
had been all this time abſorbed i in amaze- 
ment, now broke into the converſation 
with a volley of interjections: Split my 
ſnarchblock !—Odd's firkin, 1-—Splice: my 
. ſhoes — have failed the ſalt ſeas, 
brother, ſince 74 was no higher than the 
Triton 8 taffril — eaſt, weſt, north, and 
. ſouth, as the ſaying is—Bl: lacks, Lines 
Moorer Morattos, and Seapoys; 1 — 
* * timbers ! ſuch a man of Vat; r 
"Fiero 
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Here he was interrupted' by his nephew 
Tom Clarke, - who had difappeared at the 
Knight's firſt entrance, and now produced 
himſelf with an eagerneſs in his look, 
while the tears ſtarted in his eyes. Lord 
bleſs my ſoul! (cried he) 1 know that 
gentleman, and his ſervant, as well as I 
know my own father. —I am his own god- 
ſon, uncle : he ſtood for me when he was - 
a boy—yes, indeed, Sir, my father was 
ſteward to the eſtate I may fay I was 
bred up in the family of Sir Everhard © 
Greaves, Who has been dead theſe two 
| years—this is the only ſon, Sir Launcelot; 

the beſt-natured, worthy, generous gen- 
tleman—I care not who knows it: I love 

en oP ry ape 

blood. 

ol this at Tom, hats 5 was 

of che melting mood, began to ſob and 4 

weep plenteouſly, fom pure affection. 

Crowe, who was not very ſubject to theſe 

tenderneſſes, damned him for a chicken 

hearted lubber; repeating, with, much 

2 peeviſh- 
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peeviſhneſs, © What do'ſt cry for? What 
do ſt cry for, noddy? The ſurgeon, im- 
patient to know the ſtory of Sir Launcelot, 
Which he had heard imperfectly recounted, 
begged that Mr. Clarke would compoſe 
himſelf, and relate it as circumſtantially as 
his memory could retain the particulars 

and Tom, wiping his eyes, promiſed to 
give him that ſatisfaction; which the rea- 
. — Bf 
* next e. 


CHAP. I. 


Mich the * womans may 8 wee 
chapter the laſt. 11115 


Tur DoRtor preſerided # gere of 
the julep, and mixed the in 
Fecundem artem ; Tom Clarke hemmed 
thrice, to clear his pipes; while the reſt 
of the company, including Dolly and her 
mother, who had by this time adminiſter- 
ed to the knight, compoſed themſelves 
| Wo earneſt and huſhed attention, "Thien 
bo 2 


+* 
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at the young lawyer began his narration to 
ns this effect: — « I tell ye what, gemmen, I 
ot, ¶ Gon t pretend in this here cafe to flouriſh 
<d, W-:nd harangue like a——having never been 
ſe ed to but what of that, d'ye ſee ?— 
perhaps I may know as much as Facts 
S 3 Mare facts, as the faying is.—I ſhall tell, 
taßg repeat, and relate a plain ſtory—matters 
4- Wot fact, d'ye ſee, without rheroric, oratory, 
wal ornament, or embelliſhment ; without re- 
petition, tautology, circumlocution, or go- 
Ling about the buſh : facts which I ſhall 
aver, partly on the teſtimony pf my own 44 
knowledge, and partly from the informa- 4 
tion of reſponſible evidences of good e. 
pute and cr̃edit, any circumſtance known, i 
to the contrary notwithſtanding: —for, s 
the law faith, if ſo be as how there is. aw © 
exception to evidence, that exception is in ix 
nature but a denial of what is taken zo be 
good by the other party, and exceptio in am 
exceptis, | firmat regulam, d'ye ſee, But, 
C howſomever, in regard to this here affair, 
e nced not be fo ſcrupolous as if we 
3 0 | * 8 were 


* | 
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were pacing before a judge /edentt 
curia.— 
Ferret, whoſe * was rather mort | 
eager than that of any other perſon in this] 
audience, being provoked by this pream- 
ble, daſhed the pipe he had juſt filled in 
pieces againſt the grate ; and, after having 
Pronounced the interjection piſb. with ani 
acrimony of aſpect altogether peculiar tof 
himſelf, If (faid he) impertinence and 
folly were felony by the ſtatute, there 
would be no want of unexceptionable evi- 
dence to hang ſuch an eternal babbler.” 
„ Anan, babbler ! (cried Tom, reddening | 
with paſſion, and ſtarting up) I'd have you 
| n know, Sir, that I can bite as well as 
cbabble; and that, if I am ſo minded, I} 
| Wy 1 enn run upon the foot after my game with- 
out being i in fault, as the faying 1s; and, 
*which is more, I can ſhake an old fox by 
the collar.” 
© How far this young lawyer nals We 
proceeded to prove himſelf ſtaunch on the 
* of the miſanthrope, it he had not 
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nis looks and his expreſſions; 
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"BY prevented, we ſhall not determine ; 
but the whole company were alarmed at 
Dolly's roſy 
cheeks aſſumed an aſh-colour, while ſhe 
ran between the diſputants, crying, © Naay, 


W naay—vor the love of God doan't then, 


doan't!” But captain Crowe exerted a 


W parental authority over his nephew, ſaying, 


Avaſt, Tom, avaſt ! Snugg's the word 
—we'll have no boarding, d'ye ſee.— Haul 
forward thy chair again, take thy berth, 
and proceed with thy ſtory in a direct 
courſe, without yawing like a Deny 
yanky.“ 

Tom, thus witored, recollected himſell. 
reſumed his ſeat, and, after ſome pauſe, 
plunged at once into the current of narra- 
tion. I told you before, gemmen, that 
the gentleman in armour was the only ſon 


of Sir Everhard Greaves, who poſſeſſed a 


free eſtate of five thouſand a year in our 


county, and. was reſpected by all his 
neighbouts, as much for his perſonal merit 
as for his family- fortune. With reſpect to 
ney ts » 5706.04. 
a oy U | 


4 THE ADVENTURES or 


fon Launcelot, whom you have ſeen, I can 
remember nothing until he returned from 


Upon the 
==: touched or ſo;—but mum for that — the 


28 ... ezortuis nil nifi bonum. The young ſquire 
// was even then very handſome, and ſboked 
remarkably well in his weepers: Hut he 
| had an aukward air and ſhambling gait, 


the univerſity, about the age of ſeven- 


teen, and then I myſelf was not more than 


ten years old. The young gemman was 
at that time in mourning for his mother ; 
though God he knows, Sir Everhard had 
more cauſe to rejoice than to be afflicted at 
her death :—for, among friends, (here he 
lowered his voice, and look round the 
kitchen) ſhe was very whimſical, expenſive, 
and ill-tempered, and, I'm afraid, a little 
flighty order — a little 


lady is now dead ; and it is my maxim, de 


ſtooped mortally, and was ſo my and filent, 
that he would not look a ſtranger in the 
face, nor open his mouth before company. 
Whenever he ſpied a horſe or carriage at 


| 95 Megs, he would make his wo * 
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the garden, and from thence into the park; 
where many's the good time and often he 
has been found fitting under a tree, with a 


book in his hand, reading Greek, Latin, - . 


and other foreign linguas. 
Sir Everhard himſelf was no great cho⸗ 1 


lar, and my father had forgot his claſſical 
learning; and ſo the rector of the pariſh 
was deſired to examine young Launcelot. 
It was a long time before he found an op- 
portunity : the ſquire always gave him the 
ſlip. At length the parſon catched him in 
bed of a morning, and, locking the door, 
to it they went tooth and nail. What 
paſſed berwixt them the Lord in heaved 
knows; but, when the Doctor came forth, 
he looked wild and haggard as if he had 
ſeen a ghoſt, his face as white as paper, 
and his lips trembling like an aſpen-leaf 
% Parſon, (ſaid the knight) what is the 
matter? — how do'ſt find my ſon ? I hope 
he won't turn out a ninny, and diſgrace his 
family. The Doctor, wiping the feat 


1— replied, with ſome heſi - 


tation, N By 


4 — 
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tation, © he could not tell—he hoped the 
beſt—the ſquire was to be ſure a very ex- 
traordinary young gentleman But the 
father urging him to give an explicit an- 
ſwer, he frankly declared, that, in his opi- 
nion, the ſon would turn out either a 
mirror of wiſdom, or a monument of folly : 
for his genius and diſpoſition were altoge- 
ther preternatural. The knight was ſorely 
vexed at this declaration, and ſignified his 

diſpleaſure by ſaying, the doctor, like a 
true prieſt, dealt in myſteries and oracles, 
that would admit of different and indeed 
- contrary interpretations. He afterwards 
_ .eonſulfed my father, who had ſerved as 


* ſteward upon the eſtate for above thirty 
pPears, and acquired a conſiderable ſhare of 
Be: his fayour. © Will. Clarke, (faid he, with 


tears in his eyes) what ſhall I do with this 
unfortunate lad? I would to God he had 
never been born; for J fear he will bring 
my grey hairs with ſorrow to the grave. 
When I am gone, he will throw away the 
eſtate, and bring himſelf to infamy and 
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ruin by keeping company with rooks and 
beggars. —-O Will! I could forgive extra- 
vagance in a young man; but it breaks 
my heart to ſee my only ſon give ſuch re- 
peated proofs of à mean ſpirit and ſordid 
diſpoſition !'? l 

Here the old gentleman ſhed a flood of 
tears, and not without ſome ſhadow of 
reaſon... By tais time Launcelot was grown 


ſo reſerved to his father, that he ſeldom 


ſaw. him, or any of his relations, except 
when he was in a manner forced to appear at 
table, and there his baſhfulneſs ſeemedevery 


day to increaſe. On the other hand, he 
had formed ſome very ſtrange connexions. - 


Every morning he viſited the ſtable, where 
he not only converſed with the -grooms 
and helpers, but ſcraped acquaintance with 
the horſes : he fed his favourites with his 


own hand, ſtroaked, careſſed, and rode 


them by turns; till at laſt they grew fo 
familiar, that, even when they were at graſs, 
and ſaw him at a diſtance, they would toſs 
their manes, whinny like ſo many colts at 
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fight of the dam, and galloping up to the 
place where he ſtood, ſmell him all over. 
cu muſt know that I myſelf, though 

a child, was his companion in all theſe ex- 
4 curſions. He took a liking to me on ac- 
count of my being his godſon, and gave 
me more money than I knew what to do 

F . with: he had always plenty of caſh for the 
=: aſking, as my father was ordered to ſupply 
him liberally, the knight*thinking that a 
command of money might help to raiſe 
his thoughts to a proper conſideration of 
his own importance. He never could en- 
dure a common beggar, that was not ei- 
ſtzher in a ſtate of infancy or of old age: 
> but, in other reſpects, he made the guineas 
2» fly in ſuch a manner, as looked more like 
maadneſs than generoſity. He had no com- 
munication with your rich yeomen; but 
rather treated them and their families with 
»  *Qudicd contempt, becauſe forſooth "hey Wl 
4 _ pretended to aſſume the dreſs and manners M * 
df the gentry: they kept their footmen, M « 
L302 their ſaddle es: their wives 
1 8 1 /and a 


$IR LAUNCELOT GREAVES. 5 


and daughters appeared if their jewels, 

their ſilks, and their ſatins, their negligees 

and trollopees : their clumſy ſhanks, like 

ſo many ſhins of beef, were caſed -in-filkes _ 
hoſe and embroidered ſlippers : their raw! 

red fingers, groſs as the pipes of a cham- 
ber-organ, which had been employed in 

milking the cows, in twirling the mop or 1 
churn- ſtaff, being adorned with diamomis, Wl. 
were taught to thrum the Pandelat za n 

even to touch the keys of the harpſich 

nay, in every village they kept a rour Wh) - 

ſet up an aſſembly; and in one place 2 
hog-butcher was maſter of the ceremonies. 

I have heard Mr, Greaves ridicule them 

for their vanity and aukward imitation; 

and therefore, I believe, he ayoided all 
concerns with them, even when they ens 
deavoured to engage his attention. It vag 
the lower ſort of people with whom he Her: > 
chiefly converſed, ſuch as ploughmen, 
ditchers, and other day-labourers. 10 

every cottager in the pariſh he was 4 
bounteous - benefactor. He was, in the 85 
niche beg 3 | | | 
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literal ſenſe of the word, a careful overſeer 

of the poor; for he went from houſe to 
S houſe, induſtriouſly inquiring into the diſ- 
ticles of the people. He repaired their 
1 huts, cloathed their backs, filled their bel- 


ies, and ſupplied them with neceſſaries 
* for exerciſing their * and different 
| ._ occupations. | 
I give you one inſtance now, as a 
THE; Serien of his character. He and I ſtrol- 
ling one day on the fide of a common, ſaw 
two boys picking hips and haws from the 
hedges, one ſeemed to be about five, and 
che other a year older: they were both bare- 
ſoot and ragged; but at the ſame time fat, 
fair, and in good condition. Who do you 
belong to?” (ſaid Mr. Greaves.) To Mary 
Stille, (replied the oldeſt) the widow that 
= gents one of them houſen. * And how 
EF  _ _ do'ſtlive,,my boy? Thou lookeſt freſh and 
Jolly; reſumed the ſquire. © Lived well 
3 enough till yeſterday,” anſwered the child. 
=. And pray what happened yeſterday, my 
"boy?" * Mr. Greaves. Hap- 
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pened ! (ſaid he) why, mammy had a 
coople of little Welch keawes, that gi'en 
milk enough to fill all our bellies; mam- 
my's, and mine, and Dick's here, and 
my two little ſiſters at hoam : yeſterday 
the ſquire ſeized the keawes for rent, God 


rot' un! Mammy's gone to bed fick and 


ſulky: my two ſiſters be crying at hoam 
vor vood; and Dick and I be come hither 
to pick haws and bullies.” - 

My godfather's face grew red as fi ſet: 
he took one of the cluldren in either hand, 


and leading them towards the Ws DIY 
found Sir Everhard talking with my fath@s-- 
before the gate. Inſtead of avoiding tie 


old gentleman, as uſual, he bruſhed up to 


him with a ſpirit he had never ſhewn- be- 


fore, and preſenting the two ragged” boys, 
« Surely, Sir, (ſaid he) you will nec =_ 


, countehance that ruffian your ſteward, 
in oppreſſing the widow and the fatherlef. 


On pretence of diſtraining for the rent If x 
à Cottage, he has robbed the mother of | f 


d * other poor infant-orphans of tjo * 


D 3 cow 
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cows, which afforded them their whole 
ſuſtenance. Shall you be concerned in 
tearing. the hard-earned morſel from the 
mouth of indigence ? Shall your name, 
Wich has been ſo long mentioned as a 
dp bleſſing, be now deteſted as a curſe by the 
poor, the helpleſs, and forlorn? The fa- 
ther of theſe babes was once your game- 
» keeper, who died of a conſumption caught 
- your ſervice.——You ſee they are almoſt 
naked I found them plucking haws and 
l. Nloes, in order to appeaſe their hunger.— 
"tt The wretched mother is ſtarving in a cold 
> Cottage, diſtracted with the cries: of other 
two infants, clamorous for food; and 
while her heart is burſting with anguiſh 
and deſpair, ſhe invokes heaven to avenge 
the widow's cauſe upon the head of her 
8 unrelenting landlord/!” 
| BA $72 This unexpected addreſs brought tears 
3 into the eyes of the good old gentleman. 
Will. Clake, (ſaid he to my father) how 
*durſt you abuſe my authority at this rate? 
Tou who know I have been always a, pro- 
$3: 2729 0 e 
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| tector, not an oppreſſor of the needy and 
| WH unfortunate. I charge you, go imme- 
diately and comfort this poor woman with 
immediate relief: inſtead of her own cows, 
let her have two of the beſt milch cows of 
my dairy : they ſhall graze in my parks in 
ſummer, and be foddered with my hay in 
winter, —She ſhall ſit rent free for life: 
and I will take care of theſe her poor or- 
phans. * a 
This was a very affecting ſcene. Mr. f 
Launcelot took his father's hand and kiſſc 
it, while the tears ran down his cheeks; _ 
and Sir Everhard embraced his fon witn 
great tenderneſs, crying, © My dear boy! 
God be praiſed for having given you ſuch *-- 
a feeling heart.” My father himſelf was 
moved, thof a practitioner of the law, and 
conſequently uſed to diſtreſſes.— He de- 
clared, that he had given no directions to 
diſtrain; and that the bailiff muſt have 
done it by his own authority.—“ If that 
be: the caſe (ſaid the young ſquire) let 
D 4 the 
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the inhuman raſcal be turned out of our 


Well, gemmen, the children were im- 
mediately cloathed and fed, and the poor 


widow was almoſt diſtracted with joy. The 


- old knight, being of a humane temper 
- himſelf, was pleaſed to ſee ſuch proofs of 


his ſon's generoſity : he was not angry at 
his ſpending his money, but at ſquander- 
ing away his time among the dregs of the 


people. For you muſt know, he not only 
made matches, portioned poor maidens, 


and ſet up young couples that came toge- 


TS ther without money; but he mingled in 
ee. very ruſtic diverſion, and bore away the 


= = in every conteſt, He excelled evety 
ain of that diſtrict in feats of ſtrength 
and activity; in leaping, running, wreſt- 
ling, cricket, cudgel-playing, and pitch- 
; Og: the bar; and was confeſſed to be, out 
© of ſight, the beſt dancer at all-wakes and 
: happy was the country girl who 
cad engage the - -young.) ſquire as her 


. 4 . . _— 
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partner! To be ſure it was a comely-ſight - 
for to ſee as how the buxom country- 
laſſes, freſh and fragrant, and bluſhing like 
the roſe, in their beſt apparel dight, their 
white hoſe, and clean ſhort dimity petti- 
coats, their gaudy gowns of printed cot- 
ton; their top-knots, kiſſing- ſtrings, and 
ſtomachers, bedizened with bunches of 
ribbons of various colours, green, pink; 
and yellow; to ſee them crowned with 
garlands, and aſſembled on May-day, to 
dance before ſquire Launcelot, as he made 
his morning's progreſs through the village. 2 
Then all the young peaſants made their Y 
appearance with cockades, ſuited to the « 4 
fancies of their ſeveral ſweer-hearts, and 4 
boughs of flowering hawthorn, The chil: 
dren ſported about the flocks of friſking 
lambs, or the young fry ſwarming under 
the ſunny bank of ſome meandering Wen... 
The old men and women, in their holidays ; 2 ic 
garments, ſtood at their doors to reccive 
their benefactor, and poured forth bleſſings © 
on im as he paſſed: the children Helcomet 
. D 5 9 him 
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him with their ſhrill ſhouts; the darmſels 
with ſongs of praiſe ;- and the young men 
wich the pipe and tabor marched before 
him to the May-pole, which was bedecked 
with flowers and bloom. There the rural 
dance began: a plentiful dinner, with 
oceans of good liquor, was beſpoke at the 
White Hart: the whole village was re- 
galed at the ſquire's expence; and both 
the day and the night was ſpent in mirth 
and pleaſure. Lord help you ! he could 
not reſt if he thought there was an aching 
heart in the whole pariſh. Every paultry 
cottage was in a little time converted into 
a pretty ſnug, comfortable habitation, with 
a wooden porch at the door, glaſs caſe- 
ih ments in the windows, and a little garden 
behind well ſtored with greens, roots, and 
ſiullads. In a word, the poor's rate was 
reduced to a meer trifle, and one would 
have thought the golden age. was revived 

in Yorkſhire. 
But, as I told you before, the old knight 
3 could not bear to ſee his only ſon ſo wholly 
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attached to theſe lowly pleaſures, while he 
induſtriouſiy ſnunned all opportunities of 
appearing in that ſuperior ſphere to which 
he was deſigned by nature and by fortune: 

He imputed his conduct to meanneſs of 
ſpirit, and adviſed with my father touching 
the propereſt expedient to wean his affec- 
tions from ſuch low-born purſuits. My 
father counſelled him to fend the young 
gentleman up to London, to be entered as 


a ſtudent in the Temple, and recommend- 
ed to the ſuperintendance of ſome perſon ' 


who knew the town, and might engage 
him inſenſibly in ſuch amuſements and 
connexions, as would ſoon lift his ideas 
above the humble objects on which they 
had been hitherto employed. This ad- 
vice appeared ſo ſalutary, that it was fol- 

lowed without the leaſt heſitation. The _ 


young ſquire himſelf was perfectly well fas 
tisfied with the propoſal, and in a few days - 
ſet out for the great city: but there was 
not a dry eye in the pariſh at his departure 
akbough he prevailed upon his father to 
D 6 pay 
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pay in his abſence all the penſions he had 
granted to thoſe who could not live on the 
fruit of their own induſtry, In what manner 
be ſpent his time at London, it is none of 
my buſineſs to inquire ; thof I know pretty 
well what kind of lives are led by gem- 
mem of your Inns of Court. —I myſelf 
once belonged to Serjeant's Inn, and was 
perhaps as good a wit and a critick as any 
Templar of them all. Nay, as for that 
matter, thof I deſpiſe vanity, I can aver 
with 4 fafe conſcience, that I had once the 
honour to belong to the ſoiety called % 
Tom we were all of us attorney's clerks, 
gemmen, and had our meetings at an ale- 
buouſe in Butcher-row, where we ed 
the diverſions of the theatre. 
But to return from this digreſſion: Sir 
Everhard Greaves did not ſeem to be very 
Well pleaſed with the conduct of his ſon at 
London. He got notice of ſome irregula- 
giries and ſcrapes into which he had fallen; 


I Xx 5 wd the ſquire ſeldom wrote to, his father, 
"_ to draw upon him for money, 
wid 
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which he did ſo faſt, that in eighteen 
months the old gemman loſt all patience. 
At this period ſquire Darnel chanced to 
die, leaving an only dadghter, a minor, 
heireſs of three thouſand a year, under the 
puardianſhip of her uncle Anthony, whoſe 
brutal character all the world knows. The 
breath was no ſooner out of his brother's 
body than he reſolved, if poſſible, to fuc- 
ceed him in parhament as repreſentative 
for the borough of Aſhenton. Now you 
muſt know, that this borough had been 
for many years a bone of contention be- 
tween the families of Greaves and Darnel; 
and at length the difference was compro- 
miſed by the interpoſition of friends, on 
condition that Sir Everhard and fquire 
Darnel ſhould alternately repreſent the 
place in parhament. They agreed to this 
compromiſe for their mutual convenience; 
but they were never heartily reconciled. 
Their political principles did not tally ; 
and their wives looked upon each other as 
5 rivals 
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rivals in fortune and magnificence : ſo that 
there was no intercourſe between them, 
thof they lived in the ſame neighbourhood. 
On the contrary,” in all diſputes, they con- 
- ſtantly headed the oppoſite parties. Sir 
Everhard underſtanding that Anthony 
Darnel had begun to canvaſs, and was 
putting every iron in the fire, in violation 
and contempt of the padtum familiæ before 
mentioned, fell into a violent paſſion, that 
brought on a ſevere fit of the gout, by 
which he was diſabled from giving perſonal 
attention to his own intereſt. My father, 
indeed, employed all his diligence and ad- 
dreſs, and ſpared neither money, time, 
nor conſtitution, till at length he drank 
himſelf into a conſumption, which was the 
death of him. But, after all, there is a 
great difference between a ſteward and a 
principal. Mr. Darnel attended in propria 
perſona, flattered and. careſſed the women, 
feaſted the electors, hired mobs, made 
proceſſions, and ſcattered about, his money 
| in 


SIR LAUNCELOT GREAVES. 63 


in ſuch a manner, that our friends durſt 
hardly ſhew their heads in public. 

At this very criſis our young ſquire, to 
whom his father had written an account of 
the tranſaction, arrived unexpectedly at 
Greaveſbury-hall, and had a long private 
conference with Sir Everhard. *The news 
of his return ſpread like wild-fire through 
all that part of the country : bonfires were 
made, and the bells ſet a-ringing in ſeve- 
ral towns and fteeples ; and next morning 
above ſeven hundred people were aſſem- 
bled at the gate, with muſic, flags and 
. ſtreamers, to welcome their young ſquire, 
and accompany him to the borough of 
Aſhenton. He ſet out on foot with this 
retinue, and entered one end of the town 


juſt as Mr. Darnel's mob had come in arg 
the other. Both arrived about the ſame 


* 1 * » 
* * 


* p. ö * * 
* 
842 
nen 


time at the market place; but Mr. Dar- 1 


nel, mounting firſt into the balcony of the 
town-houſe, made a long ſpeech to the 
people in favour. of his own pretenſions, 
not without ſome invidious refleQtions 
er glanced © 


64 THE ADVENTURES OF 


glanced at Sir Everhard, his competitor. 
We did not much mind the acclamations 
of his party, which we knew had been 
hired for that purpoſe: but we were in 
ſome pain for Mr. Greaves, who had not 
been uſed to ſpeak in public. He took 
his turn, however, in the balcony ; and, 
uncovering his head, bowed all round with 
the moſt engaging courteſy. He was 
dreſſed in a green frock trimmed. with 
gold, and his own dark hair flowed about 
his ears in natural curls, while his face was 
overſpread with a bluſh, that improved the 


glow of youth to a deeper crimſon, and I 


dare fay ſet many a female heart a-palpi- 
tating. When he made his firſt appear- 


=P ance, there was juſt ſuch a humming and 


dapping of hands as you may have heard 
when the celebrated Garrick comes upon 


the ſtage in King Lear, or King Richard, 


p 2 p 


or any other top character. But how agree- 


Aby were we diſappointed, when our young 


-- gentleman made ſuch an oration as would 


: : £ not wwe diſgraced a Pitt, an Egmont, or 


a Murray! 


SIR LAUNCELOT GREAVES. 65 
a Murray ! While he ſpoke, all was huſh- 


ed in admiration and attention—you could 
have almoſt heard a feather drop to the 
ground. .It would have charmed you to 
hear with what modeſty he recounted the 
ſervices which his father and grandfather 
had done to the corporation ; with what 
eloquence he expatiated upon the ſhame- 
ful infraction of the treaty ſubſiſting be- 
tween the two falimies; and with what 
keen and ſpirited ſtrokes of ſatire he retort- 
ed the ſarcaſins of Darnel. He no ſooner 


concluded his harangue, than there ws 


ſuch a burſt of applauſe as ſeemed to rend 


the very ſky. Our muſick immediately 


ſtruck up ; our people advanced with their 
enſigns, and, as every man had a good 
cudgel, broken heads would have" enſued, 


had not Mr. Darnel and his party thought 
Proper to retreat with uncommon diſpatch. 


He never offered to make another public 
entrance, as he ſaw the torrent ran ſo vio- 
lently againſt him; but ſat down with his 
IRS loſs, 
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loſs, and withdrew his oppoſition, though 
at bottom extremely mortified and in- 
cenſed. Sir Everhard was unanimouſly 
elected, and appeared to be the happieſt 
man upon earth ; for, beſides the pleaſure 
ariſing from his victory over this compe- 
titor, he was now fully ſatisfied that his 
ſon, inſtead of diſgracing, would do ho- 
nour to his family. It would have moved 
a heart of ſtone, to ſee with what a tender 
tranſport of paternal joy he received his 
dear Launcelot, after having heard of his 
deportment and ſucceſs at Aſhenton ; 
where, by the bye, he gave a ball to the 
ladies, and: diſplayed as much elegance 
and politeneſs as if he had been bred at the 

court of Verſailles. 
This joyous ſeaſon was of ſhort dura- 
tion: in a little time all the happineſs 
of the family was overcaſt by a ſad inci- 
dent, which hath left ſuch an unfortu- 
nate impreſſion. upon the mind of the young 
gentleman, as, I am afraid, will never be 
| effaced. 
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effaced. Mr. Darnel's niece and ward, 
the great heireſs, whoſe name is Aurelia, 
was the moſt celebrated beauty of the 


whole country—if I faid the whole king- 


dom, or indeed all Europe, perhaps 1 
ſhould barely do her juſtice. I dont pre- 
tend to be a limner, gemmen; nor does it 
become me to delineate ſuch excellence: 
but ſurely I may preſume to repeat from 


the play ; 


„O! ſhe is all that painting can ex- 
preſs, 
« Or youthful poets fancy, when ME 2 


love!“ 


At that time ſhe might be about ſeven- 


teen, tall and fair, and ſo exquiſitely + 
ſhaped—you may. talk of your Venus de 

Medicis, your Dianas, your Nymphs, 
and Galateas ; but if Praxiteles, and Rou- 
billace, and Wilton, were to lay their 
heads together, in order to make a com- 


"ow Pm of beauty, they would hard- 
2 ly 


_ think he kneeled before ſome ſupernatural 
being. I'll tell you more: ſhe not only 
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ly reach her model of perfection.— As 
for complexion, poets will talk of blending 
the lily with the roſe, and bring in a parcel 
of ſimilies of cowſlips, carnations, pinks, 
and daiſies.— There's Dolly, now, has got 
a very good complexion :—indeed, ſhe's 
the veiy picture of health and innocence. 
—You are, indeed my pretty laſs; 
but porta componere magnis.—Miſs Darnel 
is all amazing beauty, delicacy, and dig- 
nity ! Then the ſoftneſs and expreſſion of 
ber fine blue eyes; her pouting lips of coral 
hue; her neck, that riſes like a tower of 
poliſhed alabaſter between two mounts of 
ſnow.—T tell you what, gemmen, it don't 
© ſignify talking: if e' er a one of you was to 
meet this young lady alone, in the midſt 
of a heath or common, or any unfrequented 
place, he would down on his knees, and 


reſembles an angel in beauty, but a ſaint in 
goodneſs, and an hermit in humility ; —ſo 
void of all pride and affectation; ſo ſoft, 


— 
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and ſweet, and affable, and humane 
Lord! I could tell ſuch inſtances of her 


charity !— 

Sure enough, ſhe and Sir Launcelod 
were formed by nature for . each other : 
howſoever, the cruel hand of fortune hath 
intervened, and ſevered them for ever. 
Every ſoul that knew them both, ſaid it 
was a thouſand pities but they ſhould 
come together, and extinguiſh in their 
happy union the mutual animoſity of the 
two families, which had ſo often embroil- 
ed the whole neighbourhood. Nothing was 
heard but the praiſes of miſs Aurelia Dar- 
nel and Mr. Launcelot Greaves ; and no 
doubt the parties were prepoſſeſſed, by this 


applauſe, in favour of each other. At 
length, Mr. Greaves went one Sunday to 


her pariſn- church; but, though the greater 


part of the congregation watched their 
looks, they could not perceive that ſhe took 
the leaſt notice of him ; or that he ſeemed | 
to be ſtruck with her appearance, 11e 
afterwards had an opportunity of ſeeing her, 


more 
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more at leiſure, at the York-aſſembly, 
during the races ; but this opportunity was 
productive of no good effect, becauſe he - 
had that ſame day quarrelled with her uncle 
on the turf.—An old grudge, you know, 
gemmen, 1s foon inflamed to a freſh rup- 
ture. It was thought Mr. Darnel came 
on purpoſe to ſhew his reſentment. They 
differed about a bet upon Miſs Cleverlegs, 
and, in the courſe of the diſpute, Mr. 
Darnel called him a petulant boy. The 
young ſquire, who was as haſty as gunpow- 
der, told him he was man enough to chaſ- 
tiſe him for his inſolence; and would do it 


on the ſpot, if he thought it would not in- 


terrupt the diverſion. In all probability 
they. would have come to points immedi- 
ately, had not the gentlemen interpoſed; 

fo that nothing further paſſed, but abun- 
dance of foul language on the part of Mr. 
Anthony, wt] a | repeated defiance to fingle 

combat. 

Mr. wc making a low bow, re- 
Ured from the field; and in the evening 
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danced at the aſſembly with a young lady 
from the Biſhoprick, ſeemingly in good 
temper and ſpirits, without having any 
words with Mr. Darnel, who was alſo pre- 
ſent. But in the morn ng he viſited that 
proud neighbour betimes; and they had al- 
ö moſt reached a grove of trees on the north 
fide of the town, when they were ſuddenly 
| overtaken by half a dozen gentlemen, who 

had watched their motions. It was in vain 

for them to diſſemble their deſign, which 
could not now take effect. They gave up 
their piſtols, and a reconciliation was patch 
ed up by the preſſing remonſtrances of their 
common friends; but Mr.'DarneVFs harred 

ſtill rankled at bottom, and ſoo fe 
out in the ſequel. About three months r M 
this tranſaction, his niece Aurelia, with her 
mother, having been to viſit a lady 1 in the 
chariot, the horſes being young, and not 

uſed to the traces, were ſtartled at the bray- 
ing of a jack-aſs on the common, and raking 
fright, ran away with the carriage like | 

| Ightning. The coachman was Menn 


* 
— 


1 


12 THE ADVENTURES OF 


from the box, and the ladies ſcreamed pi- 
teouſly for help. Mr. Greaves chanced to 

be a-horſe back on the other ſide of an in- 
clofure, when he heard their ſhrieks ; and 
riding up to the hedge, kney the chariot, 
and ſaw their diſaſter, The horſes were 
then running full ſpeed in ſuch a direction, 
as to drive headlong over a precipice into a 
ſtone quarry, where they and the chariot, 


and the ladies, muſt be daſhed in pieces. 
. You, may conceive, gemmen, what his 
thoughts were when he ſaw ſuch a fine 


young lady, in the flower of her age, juſt 
plunging into eternity; when he ſaw the 
lovely Aurelia on the brink of being pre- 
* cipitated among rocks, where her delicate 
- limbs muſt be mangled and tore aſunder ; 
When he perceived that, before he could 
ride round by the gate, the tragedy would 
be finiſhed. The fence was ſo thick and 
high, flanked with a broad ditch on the 
outſide, that he could not hope to clear it, 
1 he was mounted on Scipio, bred 
out of Miſs Cow 25 the ſire Muley, and 
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his grandfire the famous Arabian Muſftapha. 
— Scipio was bred by my father, who would 
not have taken a hundred guineas for him 
from any .other perſon but the-young ſquire. 
Indeed, I have heard my poor 1 
lay 

5 this time Ferret's impatience was he 
come ſo outrageous, that he exclaimed in a 
furious tone, Damn your father, and his 
horſe, and his colt into the bargain!“ 

Tom made no reply, but began to ſtrip 
with great expedition. Captain Crowe 
was ſo choaked with paſſion, that he could 
utter nothing but disjointed ſentences: he 
roſe from his ſeat, brandiſned his horſe- 
whip, and ſeizing his nephew by the collar, 


tackle, you land-lubber!—can't you ſteer - - 
without all this tacking hither and thither, - 


and the Lord knows whither ?—Nointy 9 


my block ! Id give thee a rope's end 1 0 
thy ſupper, if it wa'n't' 


N. bad conceived a ſneaking Kinde 


1 agg I. E Dr 755 on 


cried, © Odd's heartlikins ! firrah, I harre 
a good mind—Devil fire your running 


4 wot 
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for the young lawyer, and thinkitig him in 
danger of being roughly handled, flew to 
his relief. She twiſted her hand'in-Crowe's 
neckcloth, without ceremony, crying, 
< Sha't then, I tell thee, old codger.— 
Who kears a vig for thy vooliſh tantrums?” 
- While Crowe looked black in the face, 
and ran the riſque of ſtrangulation under 
the gripe of this amazon, Mr. Clarke 
having diſengaged himſelf -of his hat, wig, 
coat, and waiſtcoat, advanced in an elegant 
attitude - of manual offence towards the 
miſanthrope, who ſnatched up a gridiron 
from the chimney- corner, and Diſcord 


ſteemed to clap her ſooty wings in expecta- 
* 3 tion of battle. But as the reader may have 
more chan once already curſed the uncon- 


| Eeionabile length of this chapter, we mult 
ne to che next opportunity the inci- 
| dents that n denunciation of 
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CHAP. IV. 


ſet in for ſleeping, ms not eafily diſturbed. 


IN all probability he kitchen of the Black 
Lion, from a domeſtic temple of ſo- 
ciety, and good-fellowſhip, would have 


guinary diſpute, had not Pallas or Diſcre- 


impetuoſity of .Mr. Clarke was a little 


rity; a circumſtance from whence the 


company were, upon reflexion, induced, 


to believe, that before he plunged into the 
ſea of politics, he had occaſionally figured | 
in che character of that facetious droll, F! 


In which it appears that the Knight, * 15 


been converted into a ſcene or ſtage of fan- 


wp bi. E 2  accatns 


tion interpdſed in the;perſon of Mr. Fillet, 12: 155 
and with the aſſiſtance of the hoſtler, ö 3 
armed che combatants not only of their 

arms, but alſo of their reſentment. The 


checked at ſight of the gridiron, which o 1 4 
Ferret brandiſhed with uncommon dexte/x 


. -— 
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accompanies your itinerant phyſicians, 
under the familiar appellations of Merry- 
Andrew, or - Jack-Pudding, and on a 
wooden ſtage entertains the populace with 
'@ ſolo on the ſalt- box, or a ſonata on the 
tongs and gridiron. Be that as it may, the 
young lawyer ſeemed to be a little diſcom- 
poſed at the glancing of this extraordinary 
Weapon of offence, which the fair hands of 
Dolly had ſcoured, until it ſhone as bright 
E as the ſhield of Achilles ; or as the emblem 
* of good old Engliſh fare, which hangs by 
a red ribbon round the neck of that 
thrice- honoured | ſage's head, 'in velvet 
bonnet caſed, who preſides by rotation 
| at the genial board, diſtinguiſhed by the 
title of the Beef-fake Club : nere the deli 
_cate rumps irreſiſtibly attract the ſtranger's 
| eye, and, while they ſeem ny cry «© Come 
cut me come cut me,“ conſtrain, by 
© &wonderous ſympathy, each mouth to over- 
flow : where the obliging and humourous 
*F emmy B—:t, the gentle Billy H, 
25 with human kindneſs, and the ge 
1 | | 
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nerous Johnny B -d, reſpected and be- 
loved by all the world, attend as the prieſts 
and miniſters of Mirth, good Cheer, and 
Jollity, and aſſiſt with culinary art, the 0 4 
unpraCtiſed, aukward gueſt. 
But, to return from this digreſſive ſimile: | 
the hoſtler no ſooner ſtept between thoſe 
menaeing antagoniſts, than- Tom Clarke 
very quietly reſumed his cloaths, and Mr, 
Ferret reſigned the gridiron without further 
queſtion. The doctor did not find it quite 
ſo eaſy to releaſe the throat of Captain 
Crowe from the maſculine graſp of the 
virago Dolly, whoſe fingers could not be 
diſengaged until the honeſt ſeaman was al- 
molt at the laſt gaſp. After ſome” pauſe, 


during which he panted for breath, and 
vntied his neckcloth, © Damn thee; for a 


brimſtone galley (cried he); I was never 
ſo grappled withal ſince I knew a card from 
a compaſs. —Adzooks ! the jade "his fo 
taughtened my rigging, d'ye ſee, that - 
Snatch my bowlings, if I come *athwatr 
tip * I'll turn thy keel upwards—or 
2 475 E 3 may- 
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mayhap ſet thee a-driving under thy bare 
poles—I will—I will, yon hell- fire ſaucy 
I will” 

br Dolly made no reply; but feeing Mr. 

8 - Clarke fit down again with great com- 
; poſure, took her ſtation likewiſe at the 
oppoſite fide of the apartment. Then 
Mr. Fillet requeſted the lawyer to- pro- 
ceed with his tory, which, after three 

- hems, he accordingly proſecuted in theſe 

© words. 

II told you, gemmem, that Mr. 
= Greaves was mounted on Scipio, when 
de faw miſs Darnel and her mother in 
danger of being hurried over a precipice. 
8 55 Without reflecting a moment, he gave 
Scipio the ſpur, and at one ſpring 
be cleared five and twenty feet, over 
. hedge and ditch, and every obſtruction, 
Then he rode full * in order to 
ttᷣvm tlie coach-horſes; and, finding them 
quite wild and furious, 8 to 
drive againſt the counter of the hither 
bdbiorſe, which he miſſed, and ſtaked 1 
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Scipio on the pole of the coach. The 
ſhock was ſo great, that the coach- horſes 
made a full ſtop within ten yards of the 
quarry, and Mr. Greaves. was thrown for- 
wards towards the coach-box, which, 
mounting with admirable dexterity, he 
ſcized the reins before the horſes could re- 
cover from their fright. At that inſtant 
the coachman:came running up, and looſed 
them from the traces with the utmoſt diſ- 


patch. Mr. Greaves had now time to 
give his attention to the ladies, who were 
almoſt diſtracted with fear. He no ſooner - 


opened the chariot- door than Aurelia, with 


away. I leave you to gueſs, gemmem, 
what were his feelings at this inſtant. The 
mother was not ſo diſcompoſed but that 
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the could contribute to. the recovery _ - 
her daughter, whom the young ſquire 
ſtill ſupported in his embrace. At length © © 
ſhe retrieved the uſe of her ſenſes, and 
n the ſituation in which ſhe was, 


a wildnefs of look, ſprung into his arms; 00 
and, claſping him round the neck, fainted 
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the blood reviſited her face with a redou- 
bled glow, while ſhe deſired him to ſet 
her down upon the tur. 

« Mrs. Darnel, far from being ſhy or 
reſerved in her compliments of acknow- 
ledgments, kiſſed Mr. Launeelot without 
ceremony, the tears of gratitude running 
down her cheeks: ſhe called him her dear 
ſon, her generous deliverer, who, at the ha- 
zard of his own life, had ſaved her and her 

child from the moſt diſmal fate that could 
=> be imagined. Mr. Greaves was ſo much 
* 5 1 on this occaſion, that he could 
4 not help diſcloſing a paſſian, which he 
+ had hitherto induſtriouſly concealed. 
What I have done (aid he) was but a 
common office of. humanity, which 1 
would have performed for any of my fel- 
1 creatures: but for the preſervation 
of miſs Kurelia Warnel, I would at any: 
5 time ſacrifice my life with pleaſure.“ 
Sa he young lady did not hear this declara- 
1 tion unmoved: her face was again fluſhed, 

| and her eyes n with pleaſure: nor 
413 L was 


wy * 
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was the youth's confeſſion diſagreeable 
to the good lady her mother, who at 
one glance perceived all the- Advantages 
of ſuch an union between the two fami- 
lies. 

« Mr. Greaves propoſed to aud che 
coachman to his father's ſtable. for a pair 
of ſober horſes, that could. be depend- 
ed upon, to draw the ladies home to their 
own habitation ;.. but they declined the 
offer, and choſe to walk. as the diſtance 
was not great. He then . inſiſted upon 
his being their conductor; and, each tak, 


ing him under the arm, ſupported 'them { 


to their own gate, where ſuch: an appari- 
tion filled all the domeſtics with aftoniſh+ 
ment. Mrs.-Darnel,. taking him by the 


hand, led him into the houſe, where S 
welcomed him with another affectionate 2 e 


embrace, and indulged him with an am, 


broſial kiſs of Aurelia, ſaying, But for 1 


you, we had both been by this time in 
eternity.— Sure it was heaven that ſent N 


n as an angel to our aſſiſtance!“ She 
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Sh inquired if he had himſelf ſuſtain- 
ed any damage in adminiſtering that deſ- 
perate remedy to which they owed their 
hves. She entertained him with a ſmall 
collation ; and, in the courſe of the con- 
verſation, lamented the animoſity which 
had ſo long divided two neighbouring fa- 
7 milies of ſueh influence and character. 
1 He was not flow in fignifying his appro- 
ation of her remarks, and expreſſing the 
— exger deſire of ſeeing all thoſe un- 
1 err differences removed: in a word, 
* 5 ©  thiey parted with mutual ſatisfaction. 
f uſt as he advanced from the outward 
Site, on his return to Greaveſbury-hall, 
de was met by Anthony Darnel on horſe- 
Back, who riding up to him with marks 
of furprize and reſentment, ſaluted him 
wich © Your ſervant, Sir. — Have you 
au commands for me? The other re- 
- Phing with an air of indifference, © None 
5 dat all,” Mr: Darttel aſked, what had pro- 
* Cured him the honour of a 4 The Ying 
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ner in which he ſpoke, that the old quarrel 
was not yet extinguiſhed, anſwered, with 
equal diſdain, that the viſit was not in- 
tended for him; and that, if he wanted to 
know the cauſe it, he might inform him- 
ſelf by his own ſervants. © So I ſhall 
(cried the uncle of Aurelia); and per- 
haps let you know my ſentiments of the 
matter — ©« Hereafter as it may be, 
faid the youth; who, turning out of the 
avenue, walled home, and made his fa- 


ther acquainted with the particulars of s | 


adventure. 


«The old gentleman chid him for ths a 3 
raſhneſs; but ſeemed pleaſed with che "lf 


Aurelia, 3 
dies. 

Nen day che fon diu ober de ru 
wich a compliment, to enquire about their 
health; and the meſſenger, being ſeen by 
Mr. Darnel, was told that che ladies 
Were indiſpoſed, and did not chuſe to be 


ſucceſs of his attempt, and ſtill more ſo, 8 2 
when he underſtood his ſentiments G 4 


T1 ge E 6: 4 troubled 4 
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troubled with meſſages. The mother was 
really ſeized with a fever, produced by 
the agitation of her ſpirits, which every 
day became more and more violent, until 
the phyſicians deſpaired of her life. Be- 
heving that- her end approached, ſhe ſent 
a truſty ſervant to Mr. Greaves, deſiring 
that ſhe might ſee him without delay; 
and he immediately ſet out with the meſ- 
ſenger, who introduced him in the dark. 
He found the old lady in. bed, almoſt 
exhauſted, and the fair Aurelia ſitting by 
her, overwhelmed with grief, her {lovely 
hair in the ' utmoſt diſorder, and her 
.charming eyes inflamed with weeping. 


The good lady beckoning Mr. Launcelot 


to approach, and directing all the atten- 
dants to quit the room, except a favourite 
maid, from whom I learned the ſtory, 
he took him by the hand, and fixing 
her eyes upon him with all the fondneſs 
of. a-mother, ſhed ſome tears, in ſilence, 
while the ſame marks of ſorrow trickled 
down his cheeks. After this affecting 

er! 4 paule, 8 
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. pauſe, © My dear ſon (ſaid ſhe), Oh! 
that I could have lived to ſee you ſo in- 
deed ! you find me 3 to the goal 
of life.” — 

Here the tender-hearted Aurelia, being 
unable to contain herſelf longer, broke 
out into a violent paſſion of grief, and 
wept aloud. The mother, waiting pa- 
tiently till ſhe had thus given vent to her 
anguiſh, calmly intreated her to reſign her- 
{elf ſubmiſſively to the will of heaven: then 
turning to Mr. Launcelot, “ had in- 

dulged (ſaid ſhe) a fond hope of ſeeing 
you allied to my family.—This is no time 
for me to inſiſt upon the ceremonies and 
forms of a vain world. —Aurelia looks up- 
on you with the eyes of tender prepoſſeſ- 
| fion.” No ſooner had ſhe pronounced © 


theſe words than he threw himſelf on hie 


knees before the young lady, and, preſs | 
ſing her hand td his lips, breathed the 
ſofteſt expreſſions which the moſt delicate 
love could ſuggeſt. I know (reſumed 
wu e that your paſſion is mutually 

|; ſincere's . 


3 
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her injunctions, as the laſt' dictates of a 
- pareat whom he ſhould never ceaſe to 


ſincere ;: and I ſhould die ſatisfied, if I 
thought your union would not be op. 
poſed : but that. violent man, my brother. 
in-law, who is. Aurelia's ſole guardian, 
will thwart her wiſhes with every obſtacle 
that brutal reſentment and implacable 
malice can contrive. Mr. Greaves, I have 
long admired your virtues, and am confi- 
dent that I can depend upon your honour, 
— Yon ſhall give me your word, chat, 
when I am gone, you will take no ſteps in 


this affair without the concurrence oſ your 
father; and endeavour, by all fair and ho- 


nourable means, to vanquiſh the preju- 
dioes, and obtain the conſent of her uncle: 


the reſt we muſt leave Wi the: nn 


of Providence. 
The ſquire — in 18 molt 
folemn -and fervent manner, . to obey all 


- Then ſhe fayoured them both 


F 


. 
* 


a 
* 
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os of this interview. 
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marriage; and preſented him with a ring, 
as a memorial of her affection : at the 
fame time he pulled another off his finger, 


and made a tender of it as a pledge of his 


love to Aurelia, whom her mother per- 
mitted to receive this token. Finally, he 
took a laſt farewel of the good matron, 
and returned to his father with the particu- 


In two days Mrs. Darnel Ae 


this life and Aurelia was removed to the 


houſe of a relation, where her grief had 
like to have proved fatal to her conſtitu- 
PING * 
C In the mean time, the mother was 
no ſooner committed to the earth, than 
Mr, Greaves, mindful of her exhortations, 
began to take meaſures for a reconcilias 


tion with the guardian. He engaged ſeve· 
ral gentlemen. to interpoſe their good 
offices; but they always met with the 
moſt mortifying repulſe: and at laſt An- 


thony Darnel declared, that his hatred to 
cc houſe of Greaves was hereditary; has 
3 | bs 


— 
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bitual, and-unconquerable. He ſwore he 
would ſpend his heart's blood to per- 
petuate the | quarrel; and that, ſooner 
than his niece ſhould match with young 
Launcelot, he would ſacrifice her with his 
own hand. The young gentleman, find- 
ing his prejudice ſo rancorous and invin- 
cible, left off making any further ad- 
vances ; and, ſince he found it impoſſible 
to obtain his conſent, reſolved to cultivate 
the good graces of Aurelia, and wed her 
in deſpite of her implacable guardian. 
He found means to eſtabliſh a literary 
correſpondence with her, as ſoon as her 


grief was a little abated; and even to 


effect an interview, after her return to her 
own houſe: but he ſoon-had reaſon 
to repent of this indulgence. The 
uncle entertained ſpies upon the young 
lady, who gave him an account of this 


5 meeting; in conſequence of which ſhe 
woas ſuddenly hufried to ſome diſtant part 
of the country, which we neuer ae 


diſcover. 99 r e 4; eee 


C 31. 1 
© ++ 


— 11 
1 


w © 9 
F337 
CE IS 
PLS 


4 | 
J 4 


' 


—_ 


SIR LAUNCELOT GREAVES. 8. £4 


ee Tt was then we thought Mr. Laun- 
celot a little diſordered in his brain, his 
grief was ſo wild, and his paſſion ſo im- 
petuous. He refuſed all ſuſtenance, ne- 
glected his perſon, renounced his amuſe- 
ments, rode out in the rain, ſometimes 
bare-headed, ſtrolled about the fields all 
night, and became fo peeviſh, that none 
of the domeſtics durſt ſpeak to him, 
without the hazard of broken bones. 
Having played theſe pranks for about 
three weeks, to the unſpeakable ' chagrin 
of his father, and- the aſtoniſhment of all 
that knew him, he ſuddenly grew calm; 
and his good humour returned. But this; 
as your ſea-fafing people ſay, was a de- 
ceitful calm, that foon uſhered i in a en 
ful ſtorm. © 3 
« He had loag ſought an opportzind(h 1 5 
to tamper with ſome of Mr. Darnel's fers 
vants, who could inform him of the place 
where Aurelia was confined; but there 
was not one about the family who could 
give him that — : for the perſons 
„1 8 Who 


| bn | | The firſt piſtol was fired on each fide with» 


wounded the young ſquire in the flank: 
_ * other; inſtead of ſubmitting, drew his 


* cC.roonteſt then became very hot, though of 
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(1, HENS her, remained as 2 
watch upon her motions, and none of the 
other domeſtics were privy to the tranſ- 
action. All attempts proving fruitleſs, he 
could. no longer reſtrain his impatience; 
but throwing himſelf in the way of the 
uncle, upbraided him in ſuch harſh terms, 
that a formal. challenge enſued. They 
agreed to decide their difference . with- 
out witneſſes; and one morning, before 
ſun· riſe, met on that very common where 
Mr. Greaves had ſaved the life of Aurelia. 


"gut any effect; but Mr. Darnel's fecond: 


nevertheleſs, having a piſtol in reſerve, he 
defired his antagoniſt ta afkc his life. The 


word; and Mr. Greaves, firing his piece 
into tlie air, followed. his example. The 


| hott continuance. Darnel being diſarm- 
ed at the firſt onſet, our young ſquire-gave- 
him back the frond, which he was baſe 
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enough to uſe a ſecond time againſt his 
conqueror. Such an inſtance. of repeated 
ingratitude and brutal ferocity diveſted 
Mr. Greaves of his temper and forbearance. 
He attacked Mr. Anthony with great fury, 
and at the firſt longe ran him up to the 
hilt, at the ſame time ſeizing with his left 


hand the ſhell of his enemy's fword, which 


he broke in diſdain. Mr. Damel having 


fallen, the other immediately mounted his 
horſe, which he had tied to a tree before 


the engagement ; and riding full ſpeed tg 


Aſhenton, ſent a ſurgeon to Anthony; Ds 3 
aſſiſtance. He afterwards ingenuouſly EE 


ſeſſed all theſe particulars to his father, 
who was overwhelmed with conſternation, 
for the wounds of Darnel were judged 
mortal; and as no perſon had ſeen the 
particulars of the duel, Mr. Launcelot 
might have been convicted of murder. 

On theſe conſiderations, ' before a 
warrant could be ſerved upon him, the old 


| knight, by dint of the moſt eager intrea- 
ties, accompanied with marks of horror 
55 d 
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and deſpair, prevailed- upon his ſon to 
withdraw himſelf from the kingdom, until 
ſuch time as the ſtorm ſhould be over- 
blown. Had his heart been unengaged, 
he would have choſe to travel; but at 
this period, when his whole ſoul was en- 
groſſed and ſo violently agitated by his 
paſſion for Aurelia, nothing but the fear 
of ſeeing the old gentleman run diſtracted, 
* would have hiduchd him to deſiſt from 
the purſuit of that young lady, far leſs 
_ quit the kingdom where ſtie reſided. Well 
then, gemmem, he repaired to Harwich, 
Where he embarked for Holland, from 
* whenee he proceeded to Bruſſels, where 
| hs procured a paſſport from the French 
8 by virtue of which he travelled to 
Marſeilles, and there took à tartan for 
Genoa. The firſt letter fir Everhard re- 
ceived from him was dated at Florence. 
Mean while the ſurgeon's prognoſtic was 
not altogether verified. Mr. Darnel did 
not die immediately of his wounds; but he 
lingered a long time, as it were, in the _ | 
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of death, and even partly recovered: yet, 
in all probability, he will never be wholly 
reſtored to the enjoyment. of his health; 
and is obliged every ſummer to attend the 
hot well at Briſtol. As his wounds began 
to heal, his hatred to Mr. Greaves ſeem- 


ed to revive with augmented violence; 
and he is now, if poſſible, more than ever .. 


determined againſt all reconciliation. Mr. 
Launcelot, after having endeavoured to 
amuſe his imagination with a ſucceſſion of 
curious objects, in a tour of Italy, took 
up his reſidence at a town called Piſa, and 
there fell into a deep melancholy, from 
which nothing could rouſe him but the 
news of his father's death. , 

« The old gentleman (God reſt his 
ſoul) never held up his head after the de- 
parture of his darling Launcelot ; and the 
dangerous condition of Darnel kept up his 
apprehenſion : this was - reinforced by- the 


obſtinate ſilence of the youth, and certain pl | l 


accounts of his diſordered mind, which; he 


25 received from ſome of thoſe perſons 1 
Han who | 
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vb take pleaſure in communicating diſa- 
greeable tidings. A complication of all 
theſe grievances, co-operating with a 
Tevere fit of the gout and gravel, pro- 
duced a fever, which in a few days 
brought fir Everhard to his long home; 
after he had ſettled his affairs with heaven 
and earth, and made his peace with God 
E and man, T'll affure you, gemmem, he 
made a moſt edifying and chriſtian end: 
E be died regretted by all his neighbours ex- 
| cept Anthony, and might be faid to be 
. embalmed by the tears of the poor, to 
whom he was always a bounteous bene - 
Fagor. 
When the ſon, now ſir Launcelot, 
| = came home, he appeared ſo meagre, wan, 
| and hollow- eyed, that the ſervants hardly 
| knew their young maſter. His firſt-care 
| was to take poſſeſſion of his fortune,” and 
* ſettle accounts with, the ſteward who had 
| fucceeded my father. Theſe affairs being 
1 1 Auculted, he ſpared no pains to get intel- 
; 


1 e concerning mils Damel; a and ſoon 
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leamed more of that young lady chan he 8 
deſired to know; for it was become the 
common talk of the country, that a 
match was agreed upon between her and 
young ſquire Sycamore, a gentleman of a 
very great fortune. Theſe tidings were 
probably confirmed under her own hand, 

in a letter which ſhe wrote to fir Launcelot. 

The contents were never exactly known but 

to the parties themſelves: nevertheleſs; the 
effects were too viſible; for, from that 
bleſſed moment; he ſpoke not one word to 

any living creature for the ſpace of three 

days: but was ſeen ſometimes to ſhed a 

flood of tears, and ſometimes to burſt out 

into a fit of laughing. At laſt he broke 
ſilence, and ſeemed to wake from his dif- 

order. He became more fond than ever 

of che exerciſe of riding, and began 8 - 
amuſe himſelf again with acts of benevbẽ 4 
lence, One inſtance 'of "his generofity nd 
juſtice deſerves to be fecorded in braſs or 
marble : you muſt know, gemmen, the 
tector of the pariſh” was lately dead, _— 


© forthwith alighted ; and, leaping into the 


* aſſiſtance, the ſtranger roſe up, thanked 


= this incident, expreſſed. a deſire to know 


: 
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fir Everhard had promiſed the preſentation 
to another clergyman. In the mean time, 
fir Launcelot chancing one Sunday to ride 
through a lane, perceived a horſe ſaddled 
and bridled, feeding on the ſide of a fence; 
and caſting his eyes around, beheld on the 
other ſide of the hedge an object lying ex- 
tended on the ground, which he took to be 
the body of a murdered traveller. He 


field, deſcried a man at full length wrapped 
in a great coat, and writhing in agony. 
Approaching nearer, he found it was a 
clergyman, in his gown and caſſock. When 
he inquired into the caſe, and offered his 


bim for his courteſy, and declared that he 
was now very well. The knight, who 
thought there was ſomething myſterious i in 


the cauſe of his rolling in the graſs in that 
manner; and the qergyman, who knew 
his perſon, made nò ſcruple in gratifying 
huis curioſity. © You muſt Know, fir, 


ö 
. 
yp 
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.faid he, I ſerve the curacy of your own 


pariſh, for which the late incumbent payed 
me twenty pounds a year; but this fum 
being ſcarce ſufficient to maintain my wife 
and children, who are five in number, I 
agreed to read prayers in the afternoon at 
another church about four miles from 
kence; and for this additional duty I re- 
ceive ten pounds more : as I keep a horſe, 
it was formerly an agreeable exerciſe ra- 
ther than a toil ; but of late years I have 
been afflicted with a rupture, for which I 
conſulted the moſt eminent operators in 
the kingdom ; but I have no cauſe to re- 
joice in the effects of their advice, though 
one of them aſſured me I was completely 
cured. The malady is now more trouble- 
ſome than ever, and often comes upon me 
lo violently while I am on horſeback, that 
I am forced to alight, and lie down upon 
the ground, until the cauſe of the dulorder: | 
can for the time be reduced.” 

Sir Launcelot not only condoled with 
kim upon, his misfortune, but deſired him 
Vor. I. F to 
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n chrow up the ſecond cure, and he would 
Pay, him ten pounds à year out of his own 
pocket. Your generoſity confounds me, 


good fir: (cried the clergyman) and yet, 
E ought not to be ſurpriſed at any inſtance 


of benevolence in ſir Launcelot Greaves; 
Hut I will check the fulneſs of my heart. 
I ſhall only obſerve, that your good inten- 
tion towards me can hardly take effect. 
The gentleman, who is to ſucceed the 
late incumbent, has given me notice to 
quit the premiſes, as he hath provided a 
friend of his own for the curacy.” * What! 
{cried the knight) does he mean to take 
Four bread from you, without aſſigning 
any other reaſon ?” Surely, fir, replied 
_ the eccleſiaſtic, I know of no other reaſon. 
I hope my morals are irreproachable, and 


kat I have done my duty with conſcienti- 


- us regard: I may venture an appeal to 


mae pariſhioners among whom J have lived 


theſe ſeventeen. years. Aſter all, it is na- 
| Eural for every man to favour his own 
i rams r 2 


. © 


—_ with his requeſt, being that he hatt 
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me, I propoſe to try my fortune in the 
great city; and I doubt not but providence 
will provide for me and my little ones.” 
To this declaration Sir Launcelot made no 
reply; but riding home ſet, on foot a ſtrict 
enquiry into the character of this man, 
whoſe name was Jenkins. He found that 
he was a reputed ſcholar, equally remark 
able for his modeſty and good life; that he 
viſited the ſick, aſſiſted the needy, com- 
promiſed diſputes among his neighbours, 
and ſpent his time in ſuch a manner as 
would have done honour to any chriſtian 
divine. Thus. informed, the knight ſent 
for the gentleman to whom the living had 
been promiſed, and accoſted him to this 
effect: © Mr, Tootle, I have a favour to 
alk of you. The perſon who ſerves the cure 
of this pariſh is a man of good charafter, 
beloved by the people, and has a large fa- 48 
mily. 1 ſhall be obliged to you if you 
will continue him- in the curacy. — 
ocher told him he was ſorry he could not 


F 2 
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already promiſed the curacy to a friend of 
his own.” No matter: (replied Sir 
Eauncelot) fince I have not intereſt with 
you, 4 will endeavour to provate for Mr, 
Jenkins in ſome other way.” 

The ſame afternoon he walked over to 
the curate's houſe, and told him that he 
had ſpoken in his behalf to Dr. Nr. 
but the curacy was pre- engaged. 

good man having made a thouſand 3 
Jedgments for the trouble his honour had 
taken; I have not intereſt ſufficient to 


make you curate, (ſaid the knight) but I 
can give you the living itſelf, and that you 
mall have.” So faying, he retired ; leay- 
ang Mr. Jenkins incapable of uttering one 
ſyllable, ſo powerfully was he ſtruck with 
this unexpected turn of fortune. The 
preſentation was immediately made out ; 
and in a few days Mr. Jenkins was put in 
poſſeſſion of his benefice, to the inexpreſ- 
Gble joy of the congregation. 
_  Hitherto every thing went right, and 
every * perſon commended the 
uit 


th 
2 
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knight's conduct: but, in a little time, his 
generoſity ſeemed to overleap the bounds 
of diſcretion ; and even in ſome caſes might 
be thought tending to a breach of the 
king's peace. For example, he compelled, 
vi & armis, a rich farmer's ſon to marry 
the daughter of a cottager, whom the young 
fellow had debauched. Indeed, it ſeems 
there was a promiſe. of marriage in the 
+ caſe, though it could not be legally aſcer- 

tained, The wench took on diſmally; and 
her parents had recourſe to Sir Launcelot, 
who, ſending for the delinquent, expoſtu- 
lated with him ſeverely on the injury he 
had done the young woman, and exhorted 
him to ſave her life and reputation by per- 
forming his protniſe ; in which caſe he (Sir 
Launcelot) would give her three hundred 
pounds to her portion. Whether the far- 
mer thought there was ſomething intereſt. 
ed in this uncommon offer, or was a little 
elevated by the conſciouſtieſs of his father's 
wealth; he rejected the propoſal with ruſtic 
oa, and faid, if ſo be as how the wench 
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would fwear the child to him, he yrould 
ſettle it with the pariſh : - but declared, that 
no ſquire in the land ſhould oblige him to 
buckle with ſuch a cracked pitcher. This 
reſolution, however, he could not main- 
tain: for, in leſs than two hours, the rec- 
tor of the pariſh had direction to publiſh 
the banns, and the ceremony was . 
ed in due courſe. 
Now, though we know: not. preciſely 
the nature of the arguments that were uſed 
with the farmer, we may conclude they 
were of the minatory ſpecies; for the young 
Fellow could not, for ſome time, look any 
perſon in the face, The knight acted as 
the general redreſſer of grievances. If a 
woman complained to him of being ill 
treated by her huſband, he firſt inquired 
into the foundation of the complaint; and 
if he found it juſt catechiſed the defendant. 
che warning had no effect, and the man 
Proceeded to freſh acts of violence; then 
is judge took the execution of the law in 
hand, and ee | 
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Thus he involved himſelf in ſeveral law- 
fuits, that drained him of pretty large ſums 
of money. He ſeemed particularly in- 
cenſed at the leaſt appearance of oppreſ- 
fion ; and ſupported divers poor tenants 
againſt the extortion of their landlords. 
Nay, he has been. known to travel two 
hundred miles as a volunteer, to offer his 
aſſiſtance in the cauſe of a perſon, who he 
heard was by chicanery and oppreſſion 
wronged of a conſiderable eſtate. He ac- 
cordingly took her under his protection, 
relieved her diſtreſſes, and was at a vaſt 
expence in bringing the ſuit to a determis _ 
nation; which being unfavourable to bis 
client, he reſolved to bring an appeal into 
the houſe of lords, and certainly would 
have executed his purpoſe, if the gentle- 
woman had not died in the interim, 

At this period Ferret interrupted the 


narrator, by obſerving that the ſaid Greſſes 
vas a common nuiſance, and ought td be 
proſecuted on the ſtatute of barretry. 
bs * Bk. fir, (reſumed Mr. Clarke) he can- 
* Ree”. F4 not 
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not be convicted of barretry, unleſs he is 
always at variance with ſome perſon or 
other, a mover of ſuits and quarrels, who 


diſturbs the peace under. colour of law, 


= from the chamber in which the body of 


Therefore he is in the indictment ſtiled, 
Communis malefaftor, calunmiator & ſemina- 
tor litium. © Prithee, truce with thy defi- 
nitions, (cried Ferret) and make an end of 
thy long-winded ſtory. Thou haſt no title 
to be ſo tedious, until thou comeſt to have 
a coif in the court of common pleas.” 
Tom ſmiled contemptuous, and had juſt 
opened his mouth to proceed, when the 
. company were diſturbed by a hideous re- 
Petition of groans, that ſeemed to iſſue 


- the ſquire was depoſited. The landlady 
ſnatched tha candle, and ran into the room, 
- followed hy the doctor and the reſt; and 
this accident naturally ſuſpended the narra- 
| In like manner we ſhall conclude the 

Þ.. that the reader may have time to 


E | 7 breathe, and digeſt what he has _—_ IN 


| "ard. 
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CHAP. V. 
In which this recapitulation draws to a cloſe. 


HEN the landlady entered the room 
from whence the groaning proceed- 
ed, ſhe found the fquire lying on his back - 
under the dominion of the night-mare, 
which rode him fo hard, that he not only 
groaned and ſnorted, but the ſweat ran 
down his face in ſtreams. The perturba- 
tion of his brain, occaſioned by this preſ- 
fure, and the fright he had lately under- 
gone, gave riſe to a very terrible dream, 
in which he fancied himſelf apprehended” 
tor a robbery. The horror of the gallows. 
was ſtrong upon him, when he was ſud- 
denly awaked by a violent ſhock om the 
doctor; and the company broke in upon 
his view, {till perverted by fear, and be- 
| dimmed by lumber. His dream was now: 
realiſed by a full perſuaſion that he was 
Med by the conſtable and his gang. 
- Fs The 
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he firſt object that preſented itſelf to his 
diſordered view was the figure of Ferret, 
who might very well have paſſed for the. 
finiſher of the law : againſt him therefore the 
firſt effort of his deſpair was directed. He 
ſtarted upon the floor; and ſeizing a cer- 
tain utenſil, that ſhall be nameleſs, launch- 
ed it at the miſanthrope with ſuch violence, 
that, had he not cautiouſly ſlipped his head 
8 aſide, it is ſuppoſed that actual fire would 
have been produced from the colliſion of 
two ſuch hard ſubſtances. All future miſ- 
chief was prevented by the ſtrength and 
Agility of captain Crowe, who, ſpringing 
upon the aſſailant, pinioned his arms to his 

| Ades, crying, O damn ye, if you are for 
running a-head, I'Il ſoon bring you to your 
1 Dearings.“ The ſquire thus reſtrained, 
2 * . Pon recollected himſelf, and gazing upon 
24 individual in the apartment, 
ounds ! (ſaid he) I've had an ugly 
54 I thought, for all the world, they 
vVere carrying me to Neugate; and that 
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there was Jack. Ketch coom to vetch me 
before my taim.“ 

ce Ferret, who was the perſon. he had 
thus diſtinguiſhed, eying him with a look 
of the moſt. emphatic malevolence, told 
him, it was very natural for a knave to 
dream of Newgate ;. and that he- hoped to. 
ſee the day when this dream would be found: 
a true prophecy,. and the commonwealth. 
purged of all ſuch rogues and vagabonds: 
but it could not be expected that the vul- 
gar would be honeſt and conſcientious, 
while the great were diſtinguiſhed by pro- 
fligacy and corruption. The ſquire was, 
diſpoſed to make a practical reply to this. 
inſinuation, when Mr. Ferret prudently- 
withdrew himſelf from the ſcene of alter- 
cation, The good woman of the houſe 
perſuaded his antagoniſt to take out his. 
nap, aſſuring him that the eggs and bacon,, 
with a mug of excellent ale, ſhould® we: 
forthcoming in due ſeaſon. | 
- The affair being thus fornmately ad- ES 
ae, the gueſts returned to the kitchen, 

F6 i nan 
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and Mr. Clarke reſumed his ſtory to this 
effect. © You'll pleaſe to take notice, 
gemmen, that beſides the inſtances I have 
alledged of Sir Launcelot's extravagant be- 
nevolence, I could recount a great many 
others of the ſame nature, and particularly 
the laudable vengeance he took of a coun- 
try lawyer.—I'm ſorry that any ſuch miſ- 
creants ſhould belong to the profeſſion. 
He was clerk of the aflize, gemmen, in a 
certain town, not a great way diſtant, and 
having a blank pardon left by the judges. 
for ſome criminals, : whoſe caſes were at- 
tended with ade circ umſtances, he 
| would not inſert the name of one who could 
| not procute a guinea, for the fee : and the 
poor fellow, who. had only ſtole an hour- 
glaſs out of a ſhoemaker's window, was 


actually executed after a long reſpite ; 


during which he had. been permitted to go 
_ abiſbad, and. cara. his. ſubſiſtence ih 


4 daily labour. 


. Sir Launcelot, being e of 


. dee barbarous ae. ang 
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ſome ground that bordered on the lawyer's 
eſtate, not only rendered him contemptible 
and infamous, by expoſing him as often as 
they met on the grand jury, but alſo, being 
veſted with the property of the great tythes, 
proved fuch a troubleſome neighbour, - 
ſometimes by making wafte among his 
hay and corn, ſometimes by inſtituting 
ſuits againſt him for petty treſpaſſes, that 
he was fairly obliged to quit his habitation, 
and remove him into another part of the 
kingdom. All theſe avocations could nor 
divert Sir Launcelot from the executionof 
a wild fcheme, which has carried his ex- 
travagance to ſuch a pitch, that I am 
afraid if a ſtature—you underſtand me, 
gemmen, were ſued, the jury would—l 
don't choofe to explain myſelf further on 
this circumſtance. Be that as it may, the 
ſervants at Greaveſbury-hall were not a 


ſuit of armour, which had belonged to his 
Eemgrandiather, Sir Marmaduke Greayes, 
2217 a Aa we 


little confounded, when their maſter tog | 
down from the family armoury a complete 


Mad rehearſed this circumſtance, his eyes 


3 . .mably on this narrator, growing, pale, and 
2 . exchimed in a frightened tone, 
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2 great warrior, who loſt his life in the ſer« 
vice of. his king. This armour being 
ſcoured, repaired,, and altered, ſo às to fit 
Sir Launcelot,. a certain knight, whom I 
don't chooſe to name, becauſe I believe he 
cannot be proved compos mentis, came down 
ſeemingly on a viſit, with two attendants ; 
and, on the eve of the feſtival. of St. 
George, the armour being carried into the 
chapel, Sir Launcelot (Lord have merey 
upon us I) remained all night in that diſmal 
place, alone and without light, though it 


was confidently reported all over the coun- 
try that the place was haunted by the ſpirit 


of his great great uncle. who, being lunatic, 


und dead on the communion table.” 
It was obſerved, that while Mr. Clarke 


began to ſtare, and his teeth to chatter. 
while Dolly, whoſe looks were fixed inva- 


| hirching her joine-ſtool nearer the chim- 
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7 : Moother, moother, in the neame of God, 
look to un! how a quakes! as I'm a pre- 
cious ſaoul, a looks as if a ſaw ſomething.” 
Tom forced a-ſmile, and thus proceeded: 
While Sir Launcelot tarried within the 
chapel, with the doors all locked, the 
other knight ſtalked round and round it on 
the outſide, with his ſword drawn, to the 
terror of divers perſons who were preſent 
at the ceremony, As ſoon as day broke, 
he opened one of the doors, and, going-in 
to Sir Launcelot, read a book for ſome 
time, which we did ſuppoſe to be the con- 
ſtitutions of knight-errantry : then we heard 
a loud ſlap which echoed through the whole 
chapel, and the ſtranger pronounce with an 
audible and ſolemn voice, In the name 
of God, St. Michael, and St. George, I 


dub thee knight—be faithful, bold, and _ 54 | 


fortunate,” You cannot imagine, gen- 
men, what an effect this ſtrange ceremony 
had upon the people who were aſſembled. 
They gazed at one another in filent horror; 


| nd, when Sir Launcelot came forth com- 


7 
18 * 
\ 7 N * 
= V * 
: 9 


L 3 
1 


112 THE ADVENTURES OF 


248 Knight, proceeded to the ſtable; - from 


. \ 1 
OR — 


pletely armed, took to their heels in a body, 
and fled with the utmoſt precipitation. F 
myſelf was overturned in the crowd ; and 
this was the cafe with that very indi- 
vidual perſon who now ſerves him as a 
fquire. He was fo frightened, that he 
could not rife, but lay roaring in ſuch a 
manner, that the knight came up, and gave 
him a tlrwack with his launce acroſs the 
ſhoulders, which roùſed him with a ven- 
geance. For my own part, I freely own 
I was not altogether unmoved at feeing 
fuch a figure come ſtalking out of a church 


in the grey of the morning; for it recalled 
to my remembrance the idea of the ghoſt 
in Hamlet, which I had ſeen acted in 


Drury: lane, when I made my firſt trip to 


Landon; and I had not pet got rid of the 
IP : impreffion. , 


Sir Lanncelot, attended by the other 


whence, with his own hands, he drew forth 
one of his beſt horſes, a fine mettleſome ſors 
ab who had got blood in him, ornamegted * 
IS 1 ; 
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with rich trappings. In a trice the two 


now appeared to be trumpeters, were 
mounted. Sir Launcelot's armour was 
lacquered black; and on his ſhield was re- 
preſented the moon in her firſt quarter, 
with the motto impleat orbem. The trum- 
pets having ſounded a charge, the ſtranger 


ſerve this gallant knight in all his honour- 
able atchievements; and may he long con- 


ſteed, which I denominate Bronzomarte, 


ſteed of paſt or preſent chivalry ! After 


clapped ſpurs to their horſes, Sir Launce- 
lot couching his launce, and galloped to 


terror and aſtoniſhment of all the ſpecta- 
tors. What ſhould have induced our 


(quire, is not cafy to determine; for, of all 
ce tlie 


* 4 


knights, and the other two ſtrangers, who 


pronounced with a loud voice, God pre- 
tinue to preſs the ſides of his now adopted 


hoping that he will rival in ſwiftneſs and 
ſpirit Bayardo, Brigliadoro, or any other 


another flouriſh of the trumpets, all four 


and fro, as if they had been mad, to che 


knight to chooſe this here man for his 


4 4A 
* 
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y naturally, becauſe, ſince his being 2 


- * fone things that appear altogether incredi- 
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ſiome of his bones were broken, and his 
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the ſervants about the houſe, he was the 
leaſt likely either to pleaſe his maſter, or 
engage in ſuch an undertaking, His name 
is Timothy Crabſhaw, and he. ated in 
the capacity of whipper-in. to Sir Ever. 
hard. He afterwards married the daugh- 
ter of a poor cottager, by whom he has ſe- 
veral children, and was employed about 
the houſe as a ploughman and carter. - To 
be fure the fellow has a dry fort of humour 
about him: but he was univerſally hated 
among the ſervants for his abuſive tongue 
and perverſe diſpoſition, which -often 

brought him into trouble; for though the 
fellow is as ſtrong as ain he has no 


more courage naturally than a chicken— 


member of knight-errantry, he has done 


ble and præternatural. 

Timothy kept ſuch a n afier 
| PA had received the blow from Sir Laun- 
- celot, that every body on the field thought 


wife, 
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wife, with five bantlings, came ſnivelling to 
the knight, who ordered her to ſend. the 
huſband directly to his houſe. Tim ac- 
cordingly went thither, groaning piteouſly 
all the way, creeping along with his body 
bent like a Greenland canoe. As ſoon as 
he entered the court, the outward door was 
ſhut; and Sir Launcelot coming down 
| ſtairs with a horſewhip in his hand, aſked 
what was the matter with him that he com- 
plained ſo diſmally ? To this queſtion he 
replied, ©* that it was as common as duck- 
weed in his country, for a man to-complain 
when his bones were broke.“ What 
ſhould have broke your bones?“ ſaid the 
knight. © I cannot gueſs, (anſwered the 
other) unleſs it was. that delicate ſwitch | 
that your - honour in your mad pranks 
handled ſo dextrouſly upon my. carcaſe.”* 


Sir Launcelot then told him, there was if 


nothing ſo, good for a bruiſe as a ſweat; 
and he had the remedy in his hand. Ti- 
mothy eying the horſewhip aſkance, ob- 
_ that there was another ſtill more 


: 1400 | ſpeedy ; | 
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ſpeedy; to wit, a moderate pill of lead, 
with a ſufficient doſe of gunpowder.” No, 
raſcal, (cried the knight) that muſt be 
reſeryed for your betters.” So ſaying, he 
employed the inſtrument ſo effectually, that 
Crabſhaw ſoon forgot his fractured ribs, 
and capered about with great agility, 
When he had been diſciplined in this man- 
ner to ſome purpoſe, the knight told him 


he might retire ; but ordered him to return 


next morning, when he ſhould have a re- 
petition of the medicine, provided he did 


not find himſelf capable of walking in an 
rect poſture. The gate was no ſooner 
- thrown open, than Timothy ran home with 
il che fpeed of a grey-hound, and\ cor- 
” refed his wife, by whoſe advice he had 


pretended to be ſo grievouſly damaged in 
his perſon. No body dreamed that he 
would next day preſent himfelf at Greaveſ- 
bury-hall; ; nevertheleſs, he was there very 


early in the morning, and even cloſetted an 
whole hour with Sir Launcelot. He came 
out wry faces, and ſeveral times 


5 1 = dapped 
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{lapped himſelf on the fore-head, crying, 
« Bodikins ! thof he becreazy, I an't, that 
I ant!” When he was aſked what was 
the matter, he ſaid, he believed the devil 
had got in him, and he ſhould never be 
his own man again. That ſame day the 
knight carried him to Aſhenton, where he 
beſpoke thoſe accoutrements which he.now 
wears ; and while thefe were making, 'it 
was thought the poor fellow would have 
run diſtracted. He did nothing but growl, 
and curſe, and ſwear to himſelf, run back- 
wards and forwards between ii o- hutt - 


and Greaveſbury-hall, and quarrel with © _ 


the horſes in the ſtable. At length his wife 
and family were removed into a ſnug farm- 
houſe that happened to be empty, and 
care taken that they ſhould be comfortably 
maintained. 

« Theſe precautions being taken, the 
knight, one morning, at day-break, 
mounted Bronzomarte, and Crabſhaw a8 
his ſquire, aſcended the back of a clumſy- 


* called 9 T his again 
FF was 


—— people had not been paſſing that way; a 


If eee che rim of the belly, and 


Thus mounted and accoutred, the knight 
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was looked upon as an inſtance of inſanity 
in the ſaid Crabſhaw; for, of all the 
horſes in the ſtables, Gilbert was the moſt 
ſtubborn and vicious, and had often like 
to have-done a miſchief to Timothy while 
he drove the cart and plough. When he 
was out of humour, he would kick and 
plunge as if the devil was in him. He once 
thruſt Crabſhaw into the middle of a quick- 
ſet-hedge, where he was terribly torn; 
another time he canted him over his head 
into a quagmire, where he ſtuck with 
his heels up, and muſt have periſhed if 


-third time he ſeized him in the ſtable with 


D 


Aunger of his life ; and I'll be hanged if it 
was not owing to Gilbert that Crabſhaw 


was now thrown into the river. 


and his ſquire ſet out on their firſt excur- 
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but, in the morning of the ſecond day, 
they were favoured with an adventure, 
The hunt was upon a common, through 
which they travelled, and the hounds were, 
in full cry after a fox, when Timothy, 
prompted by his own miſchievous diſpoſi- 
tion, and neglecting the order of his maſter, 
who called aloud to him to deſiſt, rode up 
to the hounds, and croſſed them at full 
gallop- The huntſman, who was not far 
off, running towards the ſquire, beſtowed: 
upon his head ſuch a memento with his 


his eyes; and in a twinkling he was ſur- 
rounded by all the fox-hunters, who plied. 
their whips about his ears with infinite agi- 
lity. Sir Launcelot advancing at an eaſy 
pace, inſtead of aſſiſting the diſaſtrous 
{quire, exhorted his adverſaries to puniſh» | 


were not ſlow in obeying this injunctions - 
Crabſhaw finding himſelf in this diſagree- 
able ſituation, and that there was no ſue- 
IM | G cour 
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ut meeting any thing worth recounting : , ; 


pole, as made the landſcape dance before + - - 


him ſeverely for his inſolence, and they: . 


made the moſt of his way to Greaveſbury- 


Sir Launcelot, whom he curſed as a cow- 


ſerve him another day: but whether he 
Altered his mind on cooler reflection, or 
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cour to be expected from his maſter, on 
whoſe proweſs he had depended, grey 
deſperate; and, clubbing his whip, laid 
- about him with great fury, wheeling about 
Gilbert, who was not idle; for he, having 
received ſome of the favours intended for 
his rider, both bit with his teeth, and 
kicked with his heels; and at laſt made 
his way through the ring that incircled 
him, though not before he had broke the 
huntſman's leg, lamed one of the beſt 
horſes on the field, and killed half a ſcore 
of the hounds. 

The ſquire ſeeing himſelf clear of the fray, 
did nottarry to take leave of his maſter, but 


hall, where he appeared hardly with any veſ- 
ſtige of che human countenance, ſo much 
had he been defaced in this adventure. He 
did not fail to raiſe a great clamour againſt 


ard in plain terms, ſwearing he would never 


. 


ſtood: her on intereſt; he roſe with the 
cock, and went again in queſt of Sir 
Launcelot, whom he found on the eve of 
a very hazardous enterpriae. In the midſt 
of a lane the knight happened to meet with 
4 party of about fotty recruits, command=- 
ed by a ſerjcant, a corporal, and a drum- 
mer, which laſt had his drum ſlung at his 
back; but ſeeing ſuch a ſtrange figure 
mounted; on a highsſpirited horſe, he was 
ſized with an inclination. to divert his 
company. Wich this view he braced his 
drum, and hanging it in his proper poſition, 
began to beat a point of war, . advancing 
under the very noſe of Bronzomarte ; 
while the . corporal - exclaimed, © Damn 


my eyes, who have we got here? old king T 
Stephen, from the horſe armoury, in the 
Tower; or the fellow that rides armed at 
my lord mayor's. ſhew.” The knight's 


ſteed ſeemed at leaſt as well. pleaſed wich 
the ſound of the drum as were the rec! 


tat followed ig; and Gignitied his Gariaace 
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was lectured by his wife, who well under- 
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tion in ſome curvetings' and caprioles, 
which did not at all diſcompoſe the rider, 
who, addreſſing himſelf to the ſerjeant, 

« Friend; ſaid he, you ought to teach 
your drummer better manners. I would 
chaſtiſe the fellow on the ſpot for his inſo- 
lence, were it not out of the reſpe& I bear 
to his majeſty's ſervice.” Reſpect mine 
a3——! (cried this ferocious commander) 
what, d'ye think to frighten us with your 
E pewter piſipot on your ſcull, and your 
=: * Hcquer'd potlid on your arm? get out of 
= the way and be damned, or I'll raiſe with 
mu halbert ſuch a clutter upon your tar 
get, that you'll remember it the longeſt 
day you have to live.” At that inſtant, 
, Crabſhaw arriving upon Gilbert, So 
"raſcal, faid Sir Launcelot, you are return- 
ed. Go and Fuel in that ſcoundrel's drum- 
A The ſquire, who ſaw no weapons: of 
” © "offence about the drummer but a ſword, 
which he hoped the owner durſt not draw; 

aud being reſolved to exert himſelf in mak- 
rv 5 „ 7 P | 1 
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ing atonement for his deſertion, advanced 
to execute his maſter's orders : but Gilbert, 
who liked not the noiſe, refuſed to proceed 
in the ordinary way. Then the ſquire 
turning his tail to the „ fi he ad- 
vanced in a retrogade motion, and with 
one kick of his heels, not only broke the 
drum into a thouſand pieces, but laid the 
drummer in the mire, with ſuch a blow 
upon his hip- bone, that he halted all the 
days of his life. The recruits, perceiving 
the diſcomfiture of their leader, armed 

themſelves with ſtones; the ſerjeant raifed - 
his halbert in a poſture of defence, and im- 
mediately a ſevere action enſued. By this 


time, Crabſhaw had drawn his ſword, and Perth * 


begun to lay about him like a devil incar- 
nate; but, in a little time, he was ſaluted 
by a volley of ſtones, one of which knocked 


out two of his grinders, and brought hin 2 


to the earth, where he had like to have 
ſound no quarter; for the whole company 
crowded about him, with their cudgels 
brandiſhed ; and perhaps he owed his pre- 
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ſervation to their preſſing fo hard that they 


hindered one another from uſing their wea. 


pons. Sir Launcelot, ſeeing with-indigna. 
tion the unworthy treatment his ſquire had 
received, and ſcorning to ſtain his launce 
” with the blood of  plebeians, inſtead of 
couching it in the reſt, ſeized it by the 
middle, and fetching one blow at the ſer. 
zeant, broke in twain the halbert which 
he had raiſed as a quarter-ſtaff for his de- 
fence. The ſecond ſtroke encountered his 


- © pate, which being the hardeſt part about 


him, ſuſtained the ſhock without damage 
Hut the third, lighting on his ribs, he ho- 
noured the giver with immediate proſtra. 
Wa con. The general being thus overthrown, 


Sir Launcelot advanced to the relief of 


F Crablhaw, and handled his weapon ſo ef- 
| FeQually, that the whole body of the ene- 
my were diſabled or routed, before one 
cCudgei had touched the carcaſe of the fallen 
ſcuire. The corporal, inſtead of ſtanding 


by his commanding officer, had overleaped 


the hedge, and run to the conſtable of an 
{09-51 agony 


9 
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adjoining village for aſſiſtance. Accord- 
ingly, before Crabſhaw could be properly 
remounted, the peace officer arrived with 
his poſſe; and by the corporal was charged 
with Sir Launcelot and his ſquire, as two 
highwaymen. The conſtable, aſtoniſhed 
at the martial figure of the knight, and in- 
timidated at ſight of the havock he had 


. made, contented himſelf with ſtanding at a 


diſtance, diſplaying the badge of his office, 
and reminding the knight that he repreſent- 
ed his majeſty's perſon. Sir Launcelot, 
ſeeing the poor man in great agitation, aſ- 
ſured him that his delign was to enforce, 
not. violate the laws of his country; and 
that he and his ſquire would attend him to 
the next juſtice of the peace; but, in the 
mean time, he, in his turn, charged: the 
peace- officer with the ſerjeant and the 


drummer, who had begun the fray. The 5 


juſtice had been a pettifogger, and was a 
fycophant to a nobleman in the neighbours 


hood, who had a poſt ar court. He theres 


fore chought he ſhould oblige his patronz 
G 3 by 
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by ſhewing his reſpect for tbe military; and 
treated our knight with the moſt booriſh 
inſolence; but refuſed to admit him into 
his- houſe, until he had ſurrendered all his 
weapons of offence to the conſtable. Sir 
Launcelot and his ſquire being found the 
aggreſſors, the juſtice inſiſted upon making 
out their mittimus, if they did not find bail 
immediately ; and could hardly be pre- 
vailed upon to agree that they ſhould re 
Main at the houſe of the conſtable, who, 
being a publican, undertook to keep them 
in ſale cuſtody, until the knight could write 
_to his ſteward. Mean while he was bound 
over to the peace; and the ſetjeant with his 
drummer were told they had a good action 
againſt him for. aſſault and battery, either 
by; information or indictment. They were 


. ; not, however, ſo fond of the law as the 
J]auſtice ſeemed to be. Their ſentiments 


- had taken a turn in favour of Sir Launcelot 
during the courſe of his examination, by 
Which it appeared that he was really a gen- 


: Yeman of faſhion and fortune; and they 
|  reſolysd | 
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reſolved to compromiſe the affair without 
the intervention of his worſhip. Accord- 
ingly, the ſerjeant repaired to the conſtable's 
houſe, where the knight was lodged ; and 
kumbled himſelf before his honour, pro- 
teſting with many oaths, that if he had 
known his quality he would have beaten 
the drummer's brains about his ears, for 
preſuming to give his honour or his horſe 
the leaſt diſturbance; thof the fellow, he 
believed, was ſufficiently puniſhed in being 
a cripple for life. Sir Launcelot admitted 
of his apologies ; and taking compaſſion on 
the fellow who had ſuffered ſo ſeverely for 
his folly, reſolved to provide for his main- 
tenance. Upon the repreſentation of the 
parties to the juſtice, the warrant was next 
day diſcharged ; and the knight returned 
to his own houſe, attended by the ſerjeant 
and the drumnie: mwvumcd vu hoofoboock, 
the recruits being left to the AS 
charge. 
« The halberdeer found the mo feta 2 
« Sir Launcelot s liberality;z and his com- 
£4 I. G 4 * panion 


= 'rib-roaſted every day, and murdered at 
uſt.—In this ſituation were things at 
1 fo Greaveſbury-hall about a month ago, when 
Wh * croſſed the country to F erry- bridge, 
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panion being rendered unfit for his majef- 
ty's ſervice by the heels of Gilbert, is now 
entertained at Greaveſbury-hall, where he 
will probably. remain for- life. As for 
_ Crabſhaw, his maſter gave him to under. 
ſtand, that if he did not think him pretty 
well chaſtiſed for his preſumption and flight 
by the diſcipline he had undergone in the 
laſt two adventures, he would turn him out 
of his ſervice with diſgrace. Timothy 
ſaid he believed it would be the greateſt 
_ . favour he could do him to turn him out of 

2 ſexvice in which he knew he ſhould be 


| where 1. met my uncle: probably, this is 
- the firſt incident of their ſecond excurſion; 
far the diſtance kermenn:chis Ne houſe and 
Sir Launcelot's eſtate, does not exceed 


fourſcorc ar 5 rode miles. 
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In 155 the reader will perceive that n n fone caſts 
_— 15 Wi oa FAN 


R. Clarke weaken made an end of Th 
g's the ſurgeon chanked him 
for the entertainment he had received; and 
Mr. Ferret ſhrugged up his ſhoulders in 
ſilent diſapprobation. As for captain Crowe, 
who uſed at ſuch pauſes to pour in & 
broadſide of diſmembered remarks, Holt 
ed together like chain-ſhot, he ſpoke not, 
a ſyllable for ſome time; but lighting .a, | 
freſh pipe at the candle, began to rall fuck, | 
voluminous clouds of ſmoke as in an in- 
ſtant filled the whole apartment, ee 7 
dered himſelf inviſible to the whale com- 1 5 b | 1 
pany. Though he thus Wee 
from their view, he did not long remain 
concealed from their hearing. Fhey firſt 
1 a ſtrange diſſonant cackle; which 
ee 805 _ he” 
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the doctor knew to be a ſea-laugh, and 
this was followed by an eager exclamation 
of « Rare paſtime, ſtrike my yards and 
A? © top-maſts !—Pvye a good mind — why 
ſhouldn't—many. a loſing voyage I've— 
Mite my taffrel but I wool—” By this 
time, he had relaxed ſo much in his fumi- 
gation, that the tip of his noſe and one eye 

re- appeared; and as he had drawn his wig 

F _ forwards ſo as to cover his whole forehead, 
WT -: ; the figure that now ſaluted their eyes was 
much more ferocious and terrible than the 
tre: breathing Chimera of the ancients, 
- Notwithſtanding this dreadful appearance, 
=» there was no indignation in his heart; but, 
on the contrary, an agreeable curioſity, 
which he was determined to gratify. Ad- 
-drefling himſelf to Mr. Fillet, «© Prithee, 
e (i he) can'ſt tell, whether a man, 

_ without being rated a lord or a baron, or 
Tz ber dye call um, &ye ſee, mayn't take 
5 FT +, to the highway in the way of a frolick, 
ye ſee ?—adad! for my own part, bio. 
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in the way of an arrant—if ſo be as I can't 
at once be commander, mayhap I may be 
bore upon the books as petty officer or the 
like, dye fee,” © | 
« Nou the Lord forbid ! {eried Clarke 
_itliears in his eyes) I'd rather ſee you 
dead than brought to ſuch a dilemma.” _ 
« Mayhap, thou would'ſt (anſwered the 
uncle) ; for then, my lad, there would be 
ſome picking—aha! do'ſt thou tip me 
the traveller, my boy” — Tom affured 
him he ſcorned any ſuch mercenary views. 
- #1 am only concerned (ſaid he) that you 
| ſhould take any ſtep that might tend to 
the diſgrace of yourſelf or your family; 
and I fay again I had rather die than live 
t ſee you reckoned any otherwiſe than 
© compos.” —< Die and be damned 6 
wambhling, half- timber d ſon of a" 
(cried the choleric Crowe) do'ſt talk to 
me of keeping a reckoning and compaſs! 
could heep: a rekoning, and box m 
compaſs, long enough before thy keels/: : 3 
-Rone yas laid—Sam Crowe is not come 
2 8810 8 Bm N 1 
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__ courſe” — 
- phew) conſider what people will ſay—all 


direct me where J can buy that fame 


die matter of the long pole headed with 


* 


dere 10 aſk rhy counſe} bow o Ker his 
© Lord, fir, (reſumed the ne- 


the world will think you mad“ Set thy 
heart at eaſe, Tom, (cried the ſeaman) Fil 
have a trip to and again in this here 
channel. Mad! what then? T think for 
my part one half of the nation is mad 
and the other not very found—1 don't 
ſee why I han't as good a right to be mad 
as another man—but, doctor, as I was 
ſaying, Id be bound to you, if you would 


tackle that an arrant muſt wear. As for 


on, I'd never defire a better than à good 
poat- hook; and I cbuld make a ſpecial 
good target of that there tin ſconee that 
holds the candle mayhap any blackfmith 
will hammer me a ſcull- cap, d'ye fee, out 
of an old [braſs kettle: and I can call my 
horſe by the name of wy whips which was 
Mp. Wes oy aach 

e was one & choſe . e 
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jeaſt outward mark of tnirth or farisfaftion.” | 
He at once perceived che amuſement” 
which might be drawn from this ſtrange. 
diſpoſition of the ſailor, together with the 
molt likely means which could be uſed to 
divert hit from ſuch an extravagant pur- 
ſuit. He therefore tipped Clarke the 
wink with one ſide of his face, while 

the other was very gravely turned to the 
captain, whom he addreſſed to this effect: 
« [t is not far from hence to Sheffield, 
where you might he fitted completely in 
half. a· day - then you muſt wake your 
armour in church or chappel, and r- 
dubbed. As for this laſt ceremony, it 
may he performed by any perſon Sharks: 
ever. Don Quixote was dubbed by his 
landlord ; and there are many inſtances on 
record, of errants obliging and compelling: © 
the next perſon they met to croſs "their - - 
ſhoulders, and dub them knights. I m/. 
ſelf would undertale to be your godfater : 
and I have intereſt enough to procure then 
keys of the pariſh- church that ſtands hard 
oy. beſides, this is the eve of St. Martin, 

. who 
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who was himſelf a knight-errant, and 
E_ , e a proper patron to a noviciate. 
— I wiſh we could borrow Sir nn 
armour for the occaſion.” -_ 
Crowe, being ſtruck with this hint, 
'. ſtarted up, and laying his fingers on his 
ps to enjoin filence, walked off ſoftly on 
his tiptoes, to liſten at the door 'of our 
knight's apartment, and judge whether 
or not he was aſleep. Mr. Fillet took 
this opportunity to tell his nephew, that 
it would be in vain for him to combat 
tis humour with reaſon and argument, 
but the moſt effectual way of diverting 
dim from the plan of knight-errantry 
would be, to frighten him heartily. while 
he ſhould keep his vigil in the church. 
Towards the accompliſhment. of which 
purpoſe he craved the aſſiſtance of the 
miſanthrope as well as the nephew. Clarke 
ſeemed to-reliſh the ſcheme : and obſerved 
that his uncle, though endued with cau- 
rage enough to face any human danger, 
2 bad at bottom a ge fund of 5 
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which he had acquired, or at leaſt im- 
proved, in the courſe of a ſea- life. Ferret, 
who perhaps would not have gone ten 
paces out of his road to ſave Crowe from 
the gallows, nevertheleſs, engaged as an 
auxiliary, merely in hope of ſeeing a fel- 
low - creature miſerable ; and even under- 
took to be the principal agent in this ad- 
venture. For this office, indeed, he was bet- 
ter qualified than they could have imagined: 
in the bundle which he kept under his 4 
great coat, there was, together with divers i 
noſtrums, a ſmall vial of liquid phoſpho«- 7 
rus, ſufficient, as he had already obſerved, 
to frighten a whole neighbourhood out f 

their ſenſes. In order to concert the pre- 

vious meaſures, without being overheard, 
theſe confederates retired with a candle 
and lanthorn into the ſtable ; and their | 
backs were ſcarce turned, when captain 
Crowe came in loaded with pieces of the 
knight's armour, which he had conveyed 
from the apartment of Sir r bon 
whom he had leſt faſt aſleep. | | 
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- Underſtanding that the reſt of the com- 
pany were gone out for a moment, he 
could not reſiſt the inclination he felt of 
communicating his intention to the land- 

lady, Who, wich her daughter, had been 
too much engaged in preparing Crabſhaw's 
fupper, to know the purport of their con- 
verſation. The good woman, being in- 
formed of the captain's deſign to remain 
alone all night in the church, began to 
appoſe it 'with all her rheotrick. She 
faid it was ſetting his Maker at defiance, 
and a wilful running into temptation. She 
aſſured him all the country knew that the 
Church was haunted by fpirits and hobgob- 
ls: that lights had been ſeen in every 
mer of it; and a tall woman in white 


| bud one night appeared upon the top of 
tte tower: that dreadful ſkrieks were often 


| heard to come from the ſouth aile, where 
a; mvrdered man had been buried: that 
me herſelf had ſeen'the.croſs on the ſteeple 
all a: fire; and one evening as ſhe paſſed 
derte back cloſe by the ſtile at the en- 

22 aue 
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trance into the church- yard, the horſe 
ſtood ſtill, ſweating and trembling, and 
had no power to proceed until ſhe had re- 
peated the Lord's Prayer. . 
Theſe remarks made a ſtrong ech 
fon on the imagination of Crowe, who 
aſked, in ſome confuſion, if ſhe had got 
that ſame prayer in print. She made no 
anſwer; but reaching the prayer - book 
from a ſhelf, and turning up the leaf, put 
it into his hand: then the captain, having 
. adjuſted his ſpectacles, began to read op 
rather ſpell aloud with equal eagerneſs and 
ſolemnity. He had refreſhed his memory 
ſo well as to remember the whole; when 
the doctor, returning with his compa- 
nions, gave him to underſtand that he 
had procured the key of the chancel, 
where he might watch his armour as well 
as in the body of the church; and that he 
was ready to coriduct him to the ſpot. 
Crowe was not now quite ſo forward as he 
had appeared before to atchieve this ad 
- "IRE" "begary" to ſlart objections 


wich 


. 
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with reſpect to the borrowed armour : he 
wanted to ſtipulate the comforts of a can 
of flip, and a candle's end, during his 
vigil; and hinted ſomething of the damage 
he might ſuſtain from your malicious imps 
of darkneſs. | 

The doctor told him, the conſtitution 
of chivalry abſolutely required that he 
ſhould be left in the dark alone, and 
faſting, to ſpend the night in pious medi- 
_ tations; but if he had any fears which 
diſturbed. his conſcience, he had much 
better deſiſt, and give up all thoughts of 
knight-errantry, which could not. conſiſt 
with the leaſt ſhadow of apprehenſion. 
The captain, ſtung by this remark, re- 
Plied not a word; but gathering up the 
armour. into a bundle, threw it on his 
back, and ſet out for the place of proba- 
tion, preceded by Clarke with the lan- 
thorn. When they arrived at the church, 
Filler, who had procured the key from 
the ſexton, who was his patient, opened 
| the. door, and conducted our novice into N 


er 


— | 
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the middle of the chancel, where the ar- 
mour was depoſited. Then bidding Crowe 
draw his hanger, committed him to the 
protection of heaven, aſſuring him he 
would come back, and find him either 
dead or alive by day- break, and perform 
the remaining part of the ceremony. So 
faying, he and the other aſſociates ſhook. 
him by the hand and took their leave, 
after the ſurgeon had tilted up the lan- 
thorn, in order to take a view of his 
viſage, which was pale and haggard. - - - 

Before the door was locked upon him, 
he called aloud, 4* Hilloa ! doctor, hip 
another word, d'ye ſee They forthwith" 
returned, to know what he wanted, and 
found him already in a ſweat.. © Heark 
ye, brother (ſaid he, wiping his face) 1 
do ſuppoſe as how one may paſs away the 
time in whiſtling the black joke, or 
linging black-ey'd Suſan, or ſome ſuch 
ſorrowſul ditty. By no means, (cried 
the doctor) ſuch paſtimes are neither ſuit 
able to the place, nor the occaſion, which 
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is altogether a religious exerciſe. If you 
have got any pſalms by heart, you may 
ſing a ſtave or two, or repeat the doxo- 
logy. — Would I had Tom Laverick 
here, (replied our novitiate) he would 
fing you anthems like a ſea-mew—a had 
been a clerk a-ſhore —many's the time 
and often I've given him a rope's end for 
ſinging pfalms in the larboard watch 
would 1 had hired the ſon of a bitch to 
have taught me a caſt of his office but it 
cannot be holp, brother if we can't go 
large, we muſt haul upon a wind, as the 
faying is if we can't ſing, we muſt pray.” 
Votion, and returned to the public houſe, | 
in order to execute the eſſential 1 87 of 
gp Fu — 
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CHAP. vn. 


In which the knight reſumes his importance, 


FILLET having borrowed a couple of 
ſheets from the landlady, dreſſed the 
miſanthrope and Tom Clarke in ghoſtly 
apparel, which was re-inforced by a few 
drops of liquid phoſphorus, from: Fetret's 
phial, rubbed on the fore-heads of the two 
adventurers. Thus equipped, they return. 
ed to the church with their conductor, 
who entered with them ſoftly at an aiſle 
which was oppoſite to a place Where the 
noyice kept watch. They ſtole unper= - 
ceived through the body of the church; 
and though it was ſo dark that they could 
not diſtinguiſh the captain with the eye, 
they heard the ſound of his ſteps, as he . | 
walked backwards and forwards on tie 
pavement with uncommon expedition, 
and an ejaculation now and 'then eſcape m 


a murmur from his lis. 
9 5 The 
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The triumvirate having taken their 
ſtation, with a large pew in their front, 
the two ghoſts uncovered their head, 


which, by help of the phoſphorus, exhi. 


bited a pale and lambent flame, extremely 
diſmal and ghaſtly to the view; then 
Ferret, in a ſqueaking tone exclaimed, 
« Samuel Crowe! Samuel Crowe!“ The 


Place, replied, © Hilloah:” and turning 
is eyes towards the quarter whence the 
voice ſeemed to proceed, beheld the terti- 
ble apparition. This no ſooner ſaluted his 
view, than his hair briſtled up, his knees 
began to knock, and his teeth to chatter, 
While he cried aloud, © In the name of 
God, where are you bound, ho?“ To this 
hail, the miſanthrope anſwered, . We are 
-the ſpirits of thy grandmother Jane and 


cn aunt Bridget.” 


At mention of + theſe names, Crowe's 


75 e began to give way to his reſent- 
ment, and he pronounced in a quick tone 
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captain hearing himſelf accoſted in this 
manner, at ſuch a time, and in ſuch + 
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of ſurprize, mixed with indignation, * What 
d'yewant? what d'ye want? what d'ye want, 
ho?“ The ſpirit replied, © We are ſent to 
warn thee of thy fate.” From whence, 
ho?” cried the captain, whoſe choler 
had by this time 'well nigh triumphed over 
his fear. From heaven,” ſaid the 
voice. © Ye lie, ye b—s of hell! (did 
our novice exclaim) ye are damned for 
heaving me out of my right, five fathom 
and a half by the lead, in burning brim- 
ſtone, Don't I ſee the blue flames come 
out of your hawſeholes - mayhap you may 
be the devil himſelf for aught I know— 
but I, truſt in the Lord, d'ye ſee—I never 2 
difrated a kinſman, d'ye ſee; fo dont +54 
come along ſide of me — put about on 
ö th'other tack, d'ye ſee — your not 
clap hard aweather, for you'll ſoon get to 
| hell again with a flowing fail.” 4 
So ſaying, he had recourſe to his Pater 
I yoſter; but perceiving che apparitions ap- 
proach, he thundered out, < Avaſt, — | 
_—_— off, ye babes of hell, or Ml. . 338 
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be faul of your forelights. He accord 


ingly ſprung forwards with his hanger, 


and very probably would have ſet the 
ſpirits on their way to the other world, 


had not he fallen over a pew in the dark, 
and intangled himſelf fo much among the 
benches, that he could not immediately 
recover his footing. . The triumvirate took 
this opportunity to retire; and ſuch was 
the precipitation of Ferret in his retreat, 
that he encountered a poſt, by which his 
right eye ſuſtained conſiderable damage: a 


circumſtance which induced him to in- 


veigh bitterly againſt his own folly, as 
well as the impertinence of his compa- 
nions, Who had inveigled him into ſuch a 


AY troubleſome adventure. Neither he nor 
Clarke could be prevailed upon to reviſit 


the novice. The doctor himſelf thought 
his diſeaſe was deſperate; / and, mount- 


ing bis karl, returned | to han own habit 


tion. 
Ferret, finding all the WT, in * den 


"Wis were occupied, geen himſelf to 10 ö 
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ſeep in a Windſor- chair at the chimney 
corner ; and Mr. Clarke, whoſe diſpoſition 
was extremely amorous, reſolyed to renew 
his practices on the heart of Dolly. He 
had reconnoitered the apartments in which 
the bodies of the knight and his ſquire 
were depoſited, and diſcovered cloſe by 
the top of the ſtair- caſe a ſort of a cloſet or 
hovel juſt large enough to contain a truckle- 
bed, which, from ſome other particulars, : 
he ſuppoſed to be the bed-chamber of his, 
beloved Dolly, who had by this time re- 
tired to her repoſe. Full of this idea, and 
inſtigated by the dæmon of deſire, Mr, 
Thomas crept ſoftly up ſtairs ; and lifting ; - 
the latch of the cloſet-door, his heart aw 
to palpitate with joyous expeCtation : but : 
before he could breathe the gentle effuſions 
| of his love, the ſuppoſed damſel ſtarted up, 
and ſeizing. him by the collar with an 
Herculean gripe, uttered, in the voice of 
Crablbaw, © It wa'nt't for nothing that I 
dreamed of Newgate, ſirrah; but I'd have 


0 * 1, H robbed. 


ue to know, an errant ſquire is not to bee 
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rebbed by ſuch. a peddling thief as thee— 
here I'll howld the vaſt, an the devil were 
in thy doublet—help! murder! vire! 
help!“ 
It was impoſſible for Mr. Clarke to di. 
engage himſelf, and equally impracticable 
to ſpeak in his own vindication ; ſo that 
here he ſtood trembling and half throttled, 
until the whole houſe being alarmed, the 


8 landlady and her oſtler ran up ſtairs with a 


candle. When the light rendered object 
viſible, an equal aſtoniſnment prevailed on 
all ſides: Crabſhaw was confounded at 
fight of Clarke, whoſe perſon he well knew; 
and releaſing him inſtantly from his graſp, 
« Bodikins! (cried he) I believe as how 
tis hawſe is haunted——who thought to 

meet with Meaſter Laayer Clarke at mid- 
night, and ſo far from hoam.“ The land- 
lady could not comprehend the meaning of 
this encounter ; nor could Tom: conceive 
how Crabſhaw had tranſported himſelf 
- hither from the room below, in which be 

lar him W _— Yet 1 

| - mor 
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more eaſy than to explain this myſtery”: the 
apartment below was the chamber which 


their own convenience; and this particular 


abſence of the company. Tom, recollect- 


iſa of Crabſhaw's opinion, that the 
houſe was haunted, declaring that he could 


Ha make 


the hoſteſs and her daughter reſerved for 
having been intimated to the ſquire while. 
he was at ſupper, he had reſigned the bed. 
quictly, and been conducted hither in the 


ing himſelf as well as he could, profeſſed 


not well account for his being there in the 1 
dark; and leaving thoſe that were aſſembled | 
to diſcuſs this knotty point, retired down 
tairs, in hope of meeting with his charmer, 
whom accordingly he found in the kitchen 
juſt riſen, and wrapped in a looſe diſnabille. 
The noiſe of Crabſhaw's cties had a- 
wak ened and arouſed his maſter, who, 
riſing ſuddenly in the dark, ſnatched up 
his ſword that lay by his bed- ſide, and 
haſtened to the ſcene of tumult, where all 
their mouths were opened at once, to ex- 


plain the cauſe of the difturbance, and 


{ 


- 
4 = 
* * = 4 . 2 
- Ls Þ . 
of 2 > * 4 _ 
% . " 5 — 
* * e * d, 
i * ** 
* 1 > m” - 5 * 
_ * _— * 5 - Fs 
* 2 » * As — 
*. 9 nw * — s 1 . 8 
* — 3 0 
— I an * — 
= » 74 * 
7. - ad * 
by -» 4 3 3 $ 
- * * 


. THE ADVENTURES OF 


. an apology for breaking his honour's 
reſt, He ſaid nothing; but taking the 
candle in his hand, beckoned to his ſquire 
to follow him into his apartment, reſolving 
to arm and take horſe immediately. Crab- 
ſhaw underſtood his meaning; and while 

e ſhuffled on his cloaths, yawning hide- 


© ouſlpallthe while, wiſhed the lawyer at the 
devil for having viſited him fo unſeaſon- 


ably; and even curſed himſelf for the noiſe 


1 he had made, in conſequence of which he 


forefaw he ſhould now be obliged to 
forfeit his night's reſt, and travel in the 
dark, . expoſed to the inclemencies of the 
weather. © Pox rot thee, Tom Clarke, 
for a wicked laayer ! (ſaid he to himſelf) 
hadſt thou been hanged at Bartlemey-tide, 
1 mae ould this night have ſlept in peace, that 
Io fhould—an I would there was a bliſter 
on this plaguy tongue of migen for making 
ſuch a hallowballooj ; thay 1. Yo—five gal- 
-Jons' of cold water 5 my poor belly been 
drenched with ſince ni ight fell; ſo as my 


* |Feins and my liver are al on as if they were 
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turned into ice, and my whole harſſet 
ſhakes and ſhivers like a vial of quiccx - 
flyer. I have been dragged, half drownun- 
ed like a rotten ewe, from the bottom of 
a river; and who knows but J may be 
next dragged quite dead from the bortom 
of a coal-pit—if fo be as J am, I ſhall go 
to hell to be ſure, for being conſarned like 
in my own moorder; that I will: ſo 1 


will: for a plague on it, I had no buſiſes 


wich the vagaries of this crazy-pated meal 
ter of mine, a pox on him, ſay I.“ 


He had juſt finiſhed this ſoliliquy as he . N85 


entered the apartment of his maſter, who 
deſired to know what was become of his 


atmour. Timothy, underſtanding that ir 
had been left in the room when the knight 


undreſſed, began to ſcratch his head in 
great perplexity; and at laſt declared it was 
his opinion that it muſt have been carried 
off by witcheraft. Then he related his ad- 
venture with Tom Clarke, who he ſaid was 
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how; and concluded, with affirming they 
were no better than Papiſhes, who did not 


believe in witchcraft. Sir Launcelot could 


not help ſmiling at his ſimplicity; but 
aſſuming a peremptory air, he command- 
ed him to fetch the armour without delay, 
chat he might afterwards ſaddle the horſes, 
in order to proſecute their. journey. Ti- 
mothy retired in great tribulation to the 
_ kitchen, where finding the miſanthrope, 
whom the noiſe had alſo diſturbed, and 


1 ſtill impreſſed with the notion of his being 


a conjurer, he offered him a ſhilling if he 
would caſt a figure, and let him knoy 


what was become of his maſter's armour, 


Ferret, in hope of producing more miſ- 
chief, informed him without heſitation, 
- that one 'of the company had conveyed 

ñũt into the chancel of the church, where he 
would now find it depoſited; at the ſame 

| xime preſenting him with the key, _ 

Mr. Fillet had left in his cuſtody, 

fquire, who was none of thoſe who ſet nog 


Wo a ] goblins at defiance, being afraid to enter 
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the church alone at theſe hours, bargained _ 
with the oſtler to accompany and light him 


with a lanthorn. Thus attended, he ad. 
yanced to the place, where the armour lay 17 


in a heap, and loaded it upon the back of - 
his attendant without moleſtation, the 
launce being ſhouldered over the whole. 
In this equipage they were juſt going to 
retire, when the oſtler hearing a noiſe at 
ſome diſtance, wheeled about with ſuch 


velocity, that one end of the ſpear ſaluting 
.Crabſhaw's pate, the poor ſquire meaſured 7 
his length on the ground; and cruſhing 


the lanthorn in his fall, the light was ex- 
tinguiſhed. The other, terrified at theſe. 


effects of his own ſudden motion, threw 
down his burthen, and would have betaken 
himſelf to flight, had not Crabſhaw laid 


faſt hold on his leg, that he might not be 
deſerted. The ſound of the pieces clat- 
tering on the pavement, rouſed captain 


Crowe from a trance or ſlumber in which 
he had lain ſince the apparition vaniſhed ; 
I 300 he hollowed, or rather bellowed, with 


T4 * vaſt 5 
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| 4 vaſt vociferation. Timothy and his friend 
4 i 9 5 ſo intimidated by this terrific ſtrain, 
chat they thought no more of the armour, 
but ran home arm in arm, and appeared in 
the kitchen with all the marks of horror 
| and conſternation. 
+ . ww When Sir Launcelot came Garth wrapped 
gh in his cloak, and de mandled his arms, Crab- 
ſhaw declared that the devil had them in his 
poſſeſſion; and this aſſertjon was confirmed 
by the oſtler, who pretended to know the 
1 devil by his roar. Ferret ſat in his corner, 
A ane the moſt mortifying ſilence, 
.and enjoying the impatience of the knight, 
who in vain requeſted an explanation of 
this myſtery. At length his eyes began 
to lighten, | when ſeizing Crabſhaw in 
One hand, and the oftler in the other, 
he ſwore by heaven he. would _ daſh 
their ſouls out, and raze the Ae to the 
foundation, if they did not inſtantly dil- 
| cloſe the particulars of © this tranſaQion, 
The good woman fell on her knees, pro- 


alu, in the name of the Lord, E The 
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was innocent as the child unborn, thof 
ſhe had lent the captain a Prayer-book to 
learn the Lord's Prayer, a lanthorn and 
candle to light him to the church, and a 
couple of clean ſheets for the uſe of the 
other gentlemen. The knight was more 
and more puzzled by this declaration; 
when Mr. Clarke, coming into the 
kitchen, preſented ne with a low 
obeiſance to his old patron. 

Sir Launcelot's anger was immediately | 
converted into ſurpriſe. He ſet at liberty 
the ſquire and the oſtler; and ſtretching 
out his hand to the lawyer, © My good 


friend Clarke, (ſaid he) how came you 
hither ?—Can you ſolve this knotty point 


which hath involved us all in 1 fuch con- 
fuſion?“ | 


Tom forthwith began a very circum 


ſtantial r recapitulation of what had happen- : 
ed- to his uncle; in what manner he had 
been diſappointed” of the eſtate; how ke 
had accidentally ſeen his honour, been 0 
_—_— of his character, and became 

| H 5 ambi- 
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ambitious of following his example. Then 
| he related the particulars of the plan 
| which had been laid down to diyert him 
from his deſign, and concluded with aflur- 
ing the knight, that the captain was a 
very honeſt man, though he ſeemed to be 
a little diſordered in his intellects. I be- 
lieve it, (replied Sir Launcelot): mad- 
neſs and honeſty are not incompatible—in- 
dieed ] feel it by experience.” 


. Tom. proceeded to aſk pardon, in his 


- © wndle's name, for his having made ſo free 


with the knight's armour; and begged 
his honour, for the love. of God, would 
uſe his authority with Crowe that he 
might quit all thoughts of knight-errantry, 
for which he was by no means qualified; 


or being totally ignorant of the laws of 
- the land, he would be continually commit- 
ng treſpaſſes, and bring himſelf into 
* 3 trouble. He ſaid in caſe he ſhould prove 


refractory, he might be apprehended by 
virtue of a friendly warrant, for having 


feloniouſly Carried off the knight's ac - 
a 
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coutrements. Taking away another 
man's moveables, (ſaid he) and perſonal 
goods againſt the will of the owner, is 
furtum and felony according to the ſtatute ; 
different indeed from robbery, which im- 
plies putting in fear on the king's highway, 
in alta via regio violenter, & felonice captum 
& aſportatum in magnum terrorem, &c. for 
if the robbery be laid in the indictment as 
done in quadam via pedeſtri, in a foot-path, 
the offender will not be ouſted of his 
. clergy. It muſt be ix alta via regia; and 
your honour will pleaſe to take notice, that 
| robberies committed on the river Thames 
are adjudged as done in alta via regia; for 
the king's highſtream is all the ſame as we. 
Ring's kighway.” 

Sir Launcelot could not help ſmiling at 
Tom's learned inveſtigation. He congra- 
tulated him on the progreſs he had made in 
the ſtudy of the law. He expreſſed his 
concern at the ſtrange turn the captain had 
taken; and promiſed to uſe his influence 
in eee him to deſiſt from the pre- 


H 6 poſterous 
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© poſterous deſign he had formed. The 
lawyer thus aſſured, repaired immediately 
to che church, accompanied by ire, 
and held a 2 with his uncle. who, 
when he underſtood that the knight in per- 
ſon deſired a confe rence, ſurrendered up 


3 the arms quietly, and returned to the pub- 
Wh lic-houſe. Sir Launcelot received the 


honeſt ſeamen with | his, uſual compla- 
-cency; and perceiving. great diſcompo- 
ſure in his looks, ſaid, he was ſorry to hear 
he had paſſed ſuch a diſagreeable night to 
ſo little purpoſe. Crowe, having re- 
cruited his fpirits with a bumper of bran- 
dx, .thanked him for his concern, and ob- 
ſerved that he had paſſed many a hard 
night i in his time; but ſuch another as this, 
he would not be bound to weather for the 
command of the whole Britiſh navy. 1 


_ have ſeen Davy Jones in, the ſhape of a 


blue flame, d'ye ſee, hopping to and fro, 
on che ſpritſail yard arm; and I've ſeen 
pour Jacks o'the Lanthorn, and Wills 
N che n and many ſuch. is both : 
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by fea and land: but, to-night' I've been x 
boarded by all the devils and damn'd ſouls 
in hell, ſqueaking and ſqualling, and glim- 
mering and glaring. Bounce went the 
door—crack went the pew—craſh came 
the tackle—white-ſheeted ghoſts dancing 
in one corner by the glow-worm's light— 
black devils hobbling in another —Lord 
have mercy upon us! and I was hailed; 
Tom, I was, by my grand- mother Jane, 
and my aunt Bridget, d'ye ſee—a couple 
of damn'd——but they're roaſting; that's 
one comfort, my lad.” 

When he had thus diſburthened his 
conſcience, Sir Launcelot mtroduced the 
ſubje& of the new occupation at which he 
aſpired. © I underſtand, (faid he) that __ 
you are deſirous of treading the paths of 4 

| errantry, which, I aſſure you, are thorny 
and troublefome. Nevertheleſs, as your 
purpoſe is to exerciſe your humanity and 
benevolence, ſo your ambition is com- 
mendable. But towards the, practice f 
min, there is ſomething more required 
en than . 
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than the virtues of courage and generoſity. 
A knight- errant ought to underſtand the 
ſciences, to be maſter of ethics or mo- 
rality, to be well verſed in theology, a 
complete caſuiſt, and minutely acquainted 
with the laws of his country. He ſhould 
not only be patient of cold, hunger, and 
' fatigue, righteous, juſt, and valiant ; but 
alſo chaſte, religious, temperate, polite, 
and converſable ; and have all the paſſions 
under the rein, except love, whoſe empire 
he ſhould ſubmiſſively acknowledge. He 
ſaid this was the very eſſence of chivalry, 
and no man had ever made ſuch a profel- 
fion of arms, without having having firſt 
placed his affection upon ſome beauteous 
object, for whoſe honour, and at whoſe 
command, he would chearfully encounter 
the moſt dreadful perils. 


He took notice that nothing could be 
more irregular than the manner in which 
Crowe had attempted to keep his vigil: 
for he had never ſerved his noviciate 
he had not prepared himſelf with abſti- 
Ern | | nence 
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nence and prayer—he had not provided a 
qualified godfather for the ceremony of 


E2 dubbing——he had no armour of his own 


to wake; but, on the very threſhold of 
chivalry, which is the perfection of juſtice, 
had unjuſtly purloined the arms of another 
knight: that this was a meer mockery of 
a religious inſtitution ; and therefore un- 
pleaſing in the fight of heaven; witneſs, 
the demons and hobgoblins that were per- 
mitted to difturb and torment him in * 
trial. 


Crowe having liſtened to theſe remarks, 


with earneſt attention, replied, after ſome 


heſitation ; © I am bound to you, brother, 
for your kind and chriſtian counſel——1I 
doubt as how I've ſteered by a wrong 


chart, d'ye ſee—as for the matter of the 
ſciences, to be ſure, I know plain failing” 
and Mercator; and am an indifferent good 


ſeaman, thof I fay it that ſhould not fay 


it: but as to all the reſt, no better than the 


2 


viol block or the geer capſtan. Religion 
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laugh at your polite converſation, thof 
| mayhap, we can chaunt a few ballads to 
keep the hands awake in the night watch; 
then for chaſtity, brother, I doubt that's 
not to be expected in a ſailor juſt come a- 
ſhore after a long voyage— ſure all thoſe 
Poor hearts won't be damned for ſteering 
in the wake of Nature. As for a ſweet. 
heart, Bet Mizen of St. Catherine's would 
fit me to a hair——ſhe and I are old 
meſſmates; and—what fignifies talking, 
brother, ſhe knows already the trim of my 
veſſel, d'ye ſee.” He concluded with fay- 
ing, He thought he wa'n't too old to 
-dearn; and if Sir Launcelot would take 
him i in tow, as his tender, he would ſtand 
by him all weathers, and it ſhould not 
as his conſort a farthing's expence.” “ 


The knight ſaid, he did not think him- 
Kl of conſequence enough to have ſuch 
Tot pupil; but ſhould always be ready to 
give him his beſt advice, as a ſpecimen of 
which he exhorted him to weigh all the 


\rcunaſtances and deliberate calmly and 
| lcifurelp 


at. 
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eifurely, before he actually engaged in ſuch 
a boiſterous profeſſion, aſſuring him that 
if, at the end of three months, his reſolu- 
tion ſhould continue, he would take upon 
himſelf the office of his inſtructor. In 
the mean time, he gratified the hoſteſs 
for his lodging, put on his armour, took 
leave of the company, and mounting 
Bronzomarte, proceeded ſoutherly, being 
attended by his ſquire Crabſhaw, grum- 
bling, on the back of Gilbert, 
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CHAP. vin. 


Which is within a hair's breadth of proving highly 
| intereſting. 

LEAVING captain Crowe and his ne- 
phew for the preſent, though they and 
even the miſanthrope will re- appear in due 
ſeaſon, we are now obliged to attend the 
progreſs of the knight, who proceeded-in a 
ſoutherly direction, inſenſible of the ſtorm 
that blew, as well as of the darkneſs, which 
was horrible. For ſome time Crabſhay 
ejaculated curſes in ſilence; till at length 
his anger gave way to his fear, which 
waxed fo ſtrong upon him, that he could 
no longer reſiſt the deſire of alleviating it, 
by entering into a converſation with 
his maſter. By way of introduction, he 
gave Gilbert the ſpur, directing him to- 
wards the flank of Bronzomarte, which 
be encountered with ſuch a ſhock, that the 
m was almoſt eee 5 
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Launctlot, with ſome warmth, : aſked the 
reaſon of this attack, the ſquire replied in 
theſe words: © The devil, (God bleſs us) 
mun be playing his pranks with Gilbert 
too, as ſure as I'm a living ſoul !—I'fe 
wage a teaſter, the foul fiend has left the 
ſeaman, and got into Gilbert, than he has 
—when a has paſſed through an aſs and a 
horſe, I'ſe marvel what beaſe a will get into 
next. Probably into a mule; (ſaid the 


knight;) in that caſe you will be in ſome 


danger but I can, at any time, dif- 
poſſeſs you with a horſewhip.“— Aye, 
aye, (anſwered Timothy) your honour has 


a mortal good hand at giving a flap with a 


fox's tail, as the ſaying is—'tis a wonder 
ment you did not try your hand on that there 
wiſeacre that ſtole your honour's harneſs, 
| and wants to be an arrant with a murrain 
to un—Lord help his fool's head! it 


becomes him as a ſow doth a cart-ſaddle,? 
© There is no guilt in infirmity (ſaid the 


knight ;) 1 -puniſh the vicious only.” /«T 
would N honour would puniſh- Gilbert 
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then, (cried the ſquire) for 'tis the mot 
vicious tuoad that ever I laid a leg over— 
but as to that ſame ſeafaring man, what 
may his diſtemper be?” © Madneſs,” 
(anſwered Sir Launcelot.) © Bodiking, 
(exclaimed the fquire) I doubt as hoy 
other volks are leame of the fame leg— 
but a'n't vor ſuch ſmall gentry as he to be 
mad: they mun leave that to their bet- 
ters. © You ſeem to hint at me, Crab. 
Thaw : do you really think I am mad?” 
FI may ſay as how I have looked your ho- 
nour in the mouth; and a ſorry dog 
ſhould I be, if I did not know your hu- 
mours as well as I know e'er a beaſt in the 


ſteable at Greayeſbury-hall.” |< Since 


you. are ſo well acquainted with my mad- 
neſs, (faid the knight) what opinion have 
you of yourſelf, who ſerve and follow a lu- 
natic? * 1 hope I han't ſerved your 
*honour for nothing, but I ſhall inherit ſome 
of your caſt vagaries—when your honour 
s pleaſed to be mad, I ſhould be very 


5 : Y | _ to be found nien in my: ſenſes.— 
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* and kicking his heels with great api 
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Timothy Crabſhaw will never eat the 
bread of unthankfulneſs It ſhall never 
be ſaid of him that he was wiſer than his 
meaſter : as for the matter of following a. 
madman, we may ſay your honour's face 
is made of a fiddle ; every one that looks 
on you loves you.” This compliment the 
knight returned by ſaying, © If my face is 
a fiddle, Crabſhaw, your tongue is a fiddle- 
ſtick that plays upon it—yet your muſic is 
yery diſagreeable—you don't keep time.“ 


Nor you neither, meaſter, (cried Timo- 


thy) or we ſhould'nt be here wandering . 
about -under cloud of night, hke ſheep- 
ſtealers, or evil ſpirits with ben con- 
ſciences. 

Here the diſcourſe was mm by " TY 
ſudden diſaſter, in conſequence of Which 15 


the ſquire uttered an inarticulate roar that, 7 20 


ſtartled the knight himſelf, who was very 
little ſubject to the ſenſation of fear: but 
his ſurpriſe was changed into vexation when ; 
he perceived Gilbert without a rider paſſing 
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lity. He forthwith turned his ſteed, ang, 
riding back a few paces, found Crabſhaw 
riſing from the ground. When he aſked 
what was become of his horſe, he anſwered 
in a wimpering tone, © Horſe! would J 
could once fee him fairly carrion for the 
hounds—for my part I believe as how 'tis 
no-horſe but a-devil incarnate ; and yet I've 
been worſe mounted, that I have I'd 
like to have rid a horſe that was foaled of 
an acorn,” 
This accident happened i in a hollow way, 


1 | . overſhadowed with trees, one of which the 


ſtorm had blown down, ſo that it lay over 
the road, and one of its boughs projecting 
horizontally, encountered the ſquire as he 
trotted along in the dark. Chancing to 
hitch under his long chin, he could not diſ- 


engage himſelf; but hung ſuſpended like a 


flitch of bacon; while Gilbert, puſhing for- 
ward, left him dangling, and, by his auk- 
ward gambols, ſeemed to be pleaſed with 
« the joke. This capricious animal was not 
| _— without the perſonal nnn of 
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the knight: for Crabſhaw abſolutely refuſ- 
ing to budge a foot from his honour's fide, 
he was obliged to alight, and faſten Bron- 
zomarte to a tree: then they ſet out toge- 
ther, and with ſome diſſiculty found Gil- 
bert with his neck ſtretched over a five- 
barred gate, ſnuffing up the morning: air. 
The ſquire, however, was not remounted, 
without having firſt undergone a ſevere re- 
prehenſion from his maſter, who upbraid- 
ed him with his cowardice, threatened to 
chaſtiſe him on the ſpot, and declared that 
he would divorce his daſtardly ſoul from 
his body; ſhould he ever be incommoded 
or affronted with another inſtance of his 
baſe-born apprehenſion. 

Though there was ſome riſque in car- 
rying on the altercation at this juncture, 
Timothy having bound up his jaws, could 
not withſtand the inclination he had to con- 
fute his maſter. He therefore, in a mut- 
tering accent, proteſted that if the knight 
would give him leave, he ſhould prove 
that his honour had tied a knot with his 
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tongue which he could not untie with all 
his teeth. © How, caitiff, (cried Sir Laun- 
celot) preſume to contend with me in ar. 
gument !** © Your mouth is ſcarce ſhut, 
(faid the other) ſince you declared that a 
man was not to be puniſhed for madneſs, 
becauſe it was a diſtemper: now I will 
maintain that cowardice is a diſtemper as 
well as madneſs; for nobody would be 
afraid if he could help it.” © There is 
more logic in that remark (reſumed the 
knight) than J expected from your clod- 
pate, Crabſhaw: but I muſt explain the 
difference between cowardice and madneſs. 
Cowardice, tho' ſometimes the effect of 
natural imbecility, is generally a prejudice 
of education, or bad habit contracted from 
miſinformation, or miſapprehenſion, and 
may certainly be cured by experience, and 
the exerciſe of reaſon : but this remedy 
cannot be applied in madneſs, which is a 
privation or diſorder of reaſon. itſelf.” © So 
n cowardice, as I'ma living ſoul, (exclaim- 
1 3 [ you ſay a man is fright- 
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ened out of his ſenſes ? for my peart, meaſ- 


ter, I can neither ſee nor hear, much leſs 


argufy when I'm in ſuch a quandary: 
wherefore, I believe, odds bodikins ! that 
cowardice and madneſs are both diſtempers, 
and differ no more than the hot and cold 
fits of an ague. When it teakes your ho- 
nour, you're all heat and fire and fury, 
Lord bleſs us! but when it catches poor 
Tim, he's cold and dead-hearted, he 


ſheakes and ſhivers like an aſpen- leaf, that 
he does.” In that caſe, (anfwered the 


knight) I ſhall not puniſh you for the diſ- 
temper which you canndt help, but for en- 
caging in a ſervice expoſed to perils, when 


you knew your own infirmity : in the ſame - 


manner as a man deſerves puniſhment, 
who enliſts himſelf for a ſoldier, while he 
labours under any fecret diſeaſe,” © Ax 
that rate (ſaid the ſquire) my bread is like 


to be rarely buttered o'both ſides, I faith. ; 
but, I hope, as by the bleſſing of God I 


aue run mad, fo I ſhall in good time grow 
rallant, under your honour's precept and 


ample,” 
WX. I. I By 
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By this time a very difagreeable night 
was ſucceeded by a fair, bright morning, 
and a market-town appeared at the diſtance 


of three or four miles, when Crabſhay, 


having no longer the fear of hobgoblins 
before his eyes, and being moreover chear- 
ed by the fight of a place where he hoped 
to meet with comfortable entertainment, 
began to talk big, to expatiate on the folly 
of being afraid, and finally ſet all danger at 
defiance ; when all of a ſudden he was pre- 
fented with an opportunity of putting in 
practice thoſe new adopted maxims. In 
an opening between two lanes, they per- 
ceived a gentieman's coach ſtopped by two 
highwaymen on horſeback, one of whom 
advanced to reconnoitre and keep the coat 
clear, while the other exacted contribution 
from the travellers in the coach. He who 
acted as centinel, no ſooner ſaw our adven- 
turer appearing from the lane, than he rode 
up with a piſtol in his hand, and ordered 
him to halt on pain of immediate death, 
To this peremptory mandate the knight 


made no other reply than charging: hin 
n 
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with fuch impetuoſity that he was unhorſed 
in a twinkling, and lay ſprawling on the 
ground, ſeemingly fore bruiſed with his 
fall. Sir Launcelot commanding Timothy 
to alight and ſecure the priſoner, couched 
his lance, and rode full ſpeed at the other. 
highwayman, who was not a little diſturb- 
ed at ſight of ſuch an apparition. Never- 
theleſs, he fired his piſtol without effect; 
and, clapping ſpurs to his horſe, fled away 
at full gallop. The knight purſued him 
with all the ſpeed that Bronzomarte could 
exert ; but the robber being mounted on a 
ſwift hunter, kept him at a diſtance ; and, 
ater a chace of ſeveral miles, eſcaped thro? 
a wood fo entangled with coppice, that Sir 
Launcelot thought proper to deſiſt. He 
then, for the fitſt time, recollected the ſi- 
tuation in which he had left the other thief, 
and remembering to have heard a female 
ſhriek, as he paſſed by the coach-window, 
reſolved to return with all expedition, that 
he might make a proffer of his ſervice to 
the lady, according to the obligation of 
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knight-errantry. But he had loſt his way; 
and after an hour's ride, during which he 
traverſed many a field, and circled divers 
hedges, he found himſelf in the market- 
town aforementioned. Here the firſt ob. 
ject that preſented itſelf to his eyes, was 
Crabſhaw, on foot, ſurrounded by a mob, 
tearing his hair, ſtamping with his feet, 
and roaring out in manifeſt diſtraction, 
ee Shew me the mayor, (for the love of 
God) ſhew me the mayor !—O Gilbert, 
Gilbert! a murrain take thee, Gilbert ! ſure 
thou was foaled for my deſtruction !” 

From theſe exclamations, and the antic 
dreſs of the ſquire, the people, not without 


=. reaſon, concluded that the poor ſoul had 


loſt his wits ; and the beadle was juſt go- 
ing to ſecure him, when the knight inter- 


poſed, and at once attracted the whole at- 


tention of the populace. Timothy, ſeeing 
his maſter, fell down on his knees, crying, 
« The thief has run away with Gilbert 
you may pound me into a peaſt, as the ſay- 
ing is: but now I'le as mad as your wor- 
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ſhip; an't afeard of the devil and all his 
works.” Sir Launcelot deſiring the beadle 
would forbear, was inſtantly obeyed by that 
officer, who had no inclination to put the 
authority of his place in competition with 
the power of ſuch a figure armed at all 
points, mounted on a fiery ſteed, and ready 


for the combat. He ordered Crabſhaw 


to attend him to the next inn, where he 
alighted ; then taking him into a feparate 
apartment, demanded an explanation of the 
unconnected words he had uttered. The 
ſquire was in ſuch agitation, that, with in- 
finite difficulty, and by dint of a thouſand 
different queſtions, his maſter learned the 
adventure to this effect: Crabſhaw, ac- 
cording to Sir Launcelot's command, had 
alighted from his horſe, and drawn his cut- 
laſs, in hope of intimidating the diſcomfited 
robber into a tame ſurrender, though he 
did not at all reliſh the nature of the ſer- 
vice: but the thief was neither ſo much 
hurt, nor ſo tame as Timothy had imagin- 
ed. He ſtarted on his feet with his piſtol 
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ſtill in his hand; and preſenting it to the 


ſquire, ſwore with dreadful imprecations, 
that he would blow his brains out in an in- 
ſtant. Crabſhaw, unwilling to hazard the 
trial of this experiment, turned his back, 
and fled with great precipitation ; while 
the robber, whoſe horſe had run away, 
mounted Gilbert, and rode off acroſs the 


Country. It was at this period, that two 


Evmneci belonging to the coach, who had 
ſtayed behind to take their morning's 
' whet, at the inn where they lodged, came 
up to the aſſiſtance of the ladies, armed with 


1 7 . and the carriage proceeded, 


leaving Timothy alone in diſtraction and 


15 deſpair. He knew not which way to turn, 


and was afraid of remaining on the ſpot, 


' Jeſt the robbers ſhould come back and re- 
venge themſelves upon him for the diſap- 
- pointment they had undergone. In this 


diſtreſs, the firſt thought that occurred, was 
to make the beſt of his way to the town, 
and demand the aſſiſtance of the civil ma- 


* towards the retrieval of what he 
had 
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| had loſt: a deſign which he executed in 


ſuch a manner, as juſtly entailed upon him 
the imputation of lunacy. f 
While Timothy ſtood fronting the win- 


dow, and anſwering the interrogations of his 


maſter, he ſuddenly exclaimed, “ Bodikins 1 
there's Gilbert! and ſprung into the ſtreet 
with incredible agility. There finding his 
ſtrayed companion brought back by one of 


the footmen who attended the coach, he 


imprinted a kiſs on his forehead ; and 
hanging about his neck, with the tears in 
his eyes, hailed his return with the follow- 
ing ſalutation: * Art thou come back, 
my darling? ah Gilbert, Gilbert! a pize 
upon thee ] thou hadſt like to have been a 
dear Gilbert to me! how couldſt thou 
break the heart of thy old friend, who has 
known thee from a colt? ſeven years next 
graſs have I fed thee and bred thee; pro- 
vided thee with ſweet hay, delicate corn, 
and freſh litter, that thou mought lie 
warm, dry, and comfortable. Ha'n't I 
eurrycombed thy carcaſe 'till it was as ſleek 
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as a ſloe, and cheriſhed thee as the apple of 
mine eye? for all that thou haſt played me 
an hundred dog's-tricks; biting, and 
kicking, and plunging, as if the devil was 
in thy body; and now thou couldſt run a- 
way with a thief, and leave me to be flea'd 
alive by maſter: what canſt thou ſay for 
_-- thyſelf, thou cruel, hard-hearted, unchriſ- 
tian tuoad ?” 

To this tender expoſtulation, which af- 
forded much entertainment to the boys, 
Gilbert anſwered not one word; but ſeem- 
ed altogether inſenſible to the careſſes of 
Timothy, who forthwith led him into the 
table. On the whole, he ſeems to have 
been an unſocial animal : for it does not 
appear that he ever contracted any degree 
of intimacy, even with Bronzomarte, 

during the whole courſe of their acquain- 
tance and fellowſhip. On the contrary, 
he has been more than once known to ſig- 
nify his averſion by throwing out behind, 
Pong other eruptive marks of contempt. for 
that elegant charger, who excelled him ag 
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much in perſonal merit, as his rider Ti- 
mothy was outſhone by his all-accompliſh- 
ed maſter. While the ſquire accommo- 
dated Gilbert in the ſtable, the knight ſent 


for the footman who had brought him 


back; and, having preſented him with a 
liberal acknowledgment, defired to know 
in what manner the horſe had been re- 
trieved. | 

The ſtranger ſatisfied him in this parti- 
cular, by giving him to underſtand, that 
the highwayman, perceiving himſelf pur- 
ſued acroſs the country, plied Gilbert ſo 
ſeverely with whip and ſpur, that the ani- 
mal reſented the uſage, and being beſides, 
perhaps, a little ſtruck with remorſe for 
having left his old friend Crabſhaw, ſud- 


denly halted, and ſtood ſtock ſtill, not- 


withſtanding all the ſtripes and tortures he 
underwent; or if he moved at all, it was 
in a retrograde direction. The thief, fees 
Ing all his endeavours ineffectual, and 
wnlelf ! in danger of being overtaken, : 
123 wiſely 
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wiſely quitted his acquiſition, and fled into 
the boſom of a neighbouring wood, 

Then the knight inquired about the 
ſituation of the lady in the coach, and 
offered himſelf as her guard and conductor: 
but was told that ſhe was already fafely 
lodged in the houſe of a gentleman at ſome 
_ diſtance from the road. He likewiſe 
learned that ſhe was a perſon diſordered 
in her ſenſes, under the care and tuition of 
a widow lady her relation; and that in a. 
day or two they ſhould purſue their jour- 
ney northward to the place of her habita- 


tion. After the footman had been ſome 


time diſmiſſed, the knight recollected that 
he had forgot to aſk the name of the per- 


ſon to whom he belonged; and began to 


be uneaſy at this omiſſion, which indeed 
was more intereſting than he could ima- 
gine: for an explanation of this nature 
would in all likelihood have led to a diſ- 
covery, that the lady in the coach was no 
other than Miſs Aurelia Darnel, who 
ſeeing him unexpectedly in ſuch an equi- 

| Page 
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page and attitude,. as he paſſed the coach, 
(for his helmet was off) had ſcreamed with 
ſurpriſe and terror, and fainted away. 
Nevertheleſs, when ſhe recovered from 
her ſwoon, ſhe concealed the real cauſe of 
her agitation, and none of her attendants 
were acquainted with the perſon of Sir 
Launcelot. | 

The circumſtances of the diſorder, 
under which ſhe was ſaid to labour, ſhall | 
be revealed in due courſe. In the mean 
time, our adventurer, though unaccount- 
ably affected, never dreamed of ſuch an 
occurrence ; but being very much fatigued, 
reſolved to indemnify himſelf for the loſs 
of laſt night's repoſe ; and this happened to 
be one of the few things in which Crab- 
ſhaw felt an ambition to follow his maſ- 
ter's example. 
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CHAP. IX. 


dich may ſerve to ſhew, that true patriatiſm is 
of no party. 


THE knight had not enjoyed his repoſe 
above two hours, when he was dif- 
turbed by ſuch a variety of noiſes, as 
might have diſcompoſed, x brain of the 
firmeſt texture. The rumbling of car- 
| Tiages, and the rattling of horſes* feet on 
= - the pavement, was! tihtermingled with loud 
3 ſhouts, and the nvife of fiddle, French- 
- horn, and bagpipe. A loud peal was 
heard ringing in the church tower at ſome 
3 "diftance, while. the inn reſounded with 
e confuſion, and uproar. 

Sir Launcelot being thus alarmed, 
ſtarted from his bed, and running to the 
window, beheld a cavalcade of perſons 
well mounted, and diſtinguiſhed by blue 
b F cockades. They were generally attired 
b ke 15 85 with * hats ant 
: buckſkin 
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buckſkin breeches, and one of them bore 


a ſtandard of blue filk, inſcribed in white 


letters, LiBERTY AND THE LANDED Ix- 


 xresT. He who rode at their head was 


a jolly figure, of a florid complexion and 


round belly, ſeemingly turned of fifty, and 


in all appearance, of a choleric diſpoſition, 


As they approached the market-place they 


waved their hats, huzza'd, and cried 


aloud, No FOREIGN CONNECTIONS,— 
Oro ENGLAND FOR EVER. This acclama- 


tion, however, was not ſo loud or univerſal, 
but that our adventurer could diſtinctly hear 
a counter- cry from the populace, of No 


SLAVERY,—No PoeisH PRETENQER. An 
inſinuation ſo ill reliſhed by the cavaliers, 


that they began to ply their horſewhips "= 


among the multitude, and were, in their 


ſtones, dirt, and dead cats; in conſequence 
of which ſome teeth were demoliſhed, and 
many ſurtouts defiled. . 

Our adventurer's attention was ſoon 


called off from this ſcene, to contemplate 


another 


y * - 
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another proceſſion of people on foot, a- 
dorned with bunches of orange ribbons, 
attended by a regular band of muſick, 
playing God ſave great George our king, 
and headed by a thin, fwarthy perſonage, 
of a fallow aſpect and large goggling eyes, 
arched over with two ſemicircles of hair, 
or rather. briſtles, jet black, and frowzy. 
His apparel- was very gorgeous, though 
his addreſs was aukward ; he was accom- 
panied by the mayor, recorder, and heads 
* of the corporation, in their formalities. His 
enſigns were known by the inſcription, 
TLiberiy of Conſcience and the Proteſtant Suc- 
effion ; und the people ſaluted him as he 


b poaſſed with repeated cheers, that ſeemed 
do prognoſticate ſucceſs. He had particu- 


larly ingratiated himſelf with the good 
women, who lined the ſtreet, and ſent 
forth many ei jaculatory petitions in his fa- 
vour. : 

Sir Ladhcelatim mediately FIR 
ed the meaning of this ſolemnity: he per- 


cel 28 it was the prelude to the election of 


a mem- 
5 . 
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a member to repreſent the county in parlia- 
ment, and he was ſeized with an eager 
defire to know the names and characters of 
the competitors. In order to gratify this 
deſire, he made repeated application to-the 
bell-rope that depended from the cieling of 
his apartment; but this produced nothing, 
except the repetition of the words Com- 
ing, Sir,” which echoed from three or four 
different corners of the houſe. The wait- 
ers were ſo diſtracted by a variety of calls, 
that they ſtood motionleſs, in the ſtate of 
the ſchoolman's aſs between two bundles 
of hay, incapable of determining where 
they ſhould firſt offer their attendance. 


Our knight's patience was almoſt" ex- [ 
hauſted, when Crabſhaw entered the rom, 


in a very ſtrange equipage : one half f 
his face appeared cloſe ſhaved, and 'the 
other covered with lather, while the blood 
trickled in two rivulets from his noſe; - 
upon a barber's cloth that was tucked under 
his chin ; he looked grim with indignation, 
and under his left arm carried his*cutlaſs, 
1 = wb | on- 
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unſneathed. Where he had acquired ſo 
much of the profeſſion of knight - errantry 
we ſhall not pretend to determine; but, 
certain it is, he fell on his knees before Sir 
Launcelot, crying, with an accent of rage 
and diſtraction, In the name of St. 
George for England, I beg a boon, Sir 
knight, and thy compliance I demand, 
before the peacock and the ladies,” 
Sir Launcelot, aſtoniſhed at this addreſs, 
replied in a lofty ſtrain, © Valiant fquire, 
thy boon is granted, provided it doth not 
contravene the laws of the land, and the 
conſtitutions of chivalry.” © Then I crave 
leave (anſwered Crabſhaw) to challenge and 
defy to mortal combat, that caitif barber 
who hath left me in this pitious condition; 
and I vow by the peacock, that I will not 
ſhave my beard, until I have ſhaved his 
head from his ſhoulders : ſo may I thrive 
in the occupation of an arrant ſquire,” 
Before his maſter had time to enquire 
[Into particulars, they were joined by a de- 
cent man in boots, who was likewiſe a tra- 
veller, 


- 
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veller, and had ſeen the riſe and progreſs of 
Timothy's diſaſter. He gave the knight 
to underſtand, that Crabſhaw had ſent for a 
a barber, and already undergone one half of 
the operation, when the operator received 
the long expected meſſage from both the 
gentlemen, who ſtood candidates at the 


election. The double ſummons was no 
ſooner intimated to him, than he threw 


down his baſon and retired with precipita- 
ion, leaving the ſquire in the ſuds. Timo. 
thy incenſed at this deſertion, followed him 
with equal celerity into the ſtreet, where he 
collared the ſhaver, and inſiſted upon 
being entirely trimmed, on pain of the 


baſtinado. The other finding himſelf thus 


arreſted, and having no time to ſpare for 
altercation, lifted up his fiſt, and diſcharged 
it upon the ſnout of Crabſhaw with ſuch 
force, that the unfortunate aggreſſor was 
fin to bite the ground, while the victor 


haſtened away, in hope of touching the 2 


double wages of corruption. 


The knight being informed of theſe 
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circumſtances, told Timothy with a ſmile, 
that he ſhould have liberty todefy the barber; 
but in the mean time, he ordered him to 
ſaddle Bronzomarte, and prepare for imme. 
diate ſervice. While the ſquirewas thus em- 
ployed, his maſter engaged in converſation 
with the: ſtranger, who happened to be a 
London dealer travelling for orders, and was 
well acquainted with the particulars which 
our adventurer wanted to know. It was from 
| this communicative tradeſman he learned, 
that the competitors were Sir Valentine 
Quickſet and Mr. Iſaac Vanderpelft ; the 
firſt a mere fox-hunter, who depended for 
ſucceſs in this election upon his intereſt 
among the high-flying gentry ; the other a 
ſtock-jobber and contractor, of foreign 
extract, not without a mixture of Hebrew 
blood, immenſely rich, who was counten- 
anced by his grace of ——, and ſuppoſed 


to have diſtributed large ſums in ſecuring a 
majority of votes among the-yeomanry of 
the county, poſſeſſed of ſmall freeholds, 
and copyholders, a great number of * 
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aft reſided in this borough. He ſaid theſe 
were generally diſſenters and weavers ; 
and that the mayor, who was himſelf a 
manufacturer, had received a very conſi- 
derable order for exportation, in conſe- 
quence of which it was believed, he would 
ſupport Mr. Vanderpelft with all his in- 
influence and credit. 
Sir Launcelot, rouzed at this intelli- 

gence, called for his armour, which being 
buckled on in a hurry, he mounted his 
ſeed, attended by Crabſhaw on Gilbert, 
and rode immediately into the midſt of 

the multitude by which the huſtings were 
ſurrounded, juſt as Sir Valentine Qickſet 
began to harangue the people from an 
occaſional theatre, formed of a plank 
ſupported by the upper board of the pub- 
lic ſtocks, and an inferior rib of a wooden 
cage pitched alſo for the accommodation | 
petty delinquents. 

Though the ſingular appearance of Sir 

Launcelot at firſt ſight attracted the eyes of 
al ty: ſpectators, yet they did not fail to 


yield 
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yield attention to the ſpeech of his brother 
knight, Sir Valentine, which ran in the fol. 
lowing ſtrain: © Gentlemen vreeholders of 
this here county, I ſhan't pretend to meake 
a vine vlouriſhing ſpeech, — I'm a plain 
ſpoken man, as you all know. I hope], 
ſhall always ſpeak my maind without ver 
or vavour, as the zaying is. Tis the yay 
of the Quickſets—we are no upltarts, nor 
voreigners, nor have we any Jewith blood 
in our veins ; — we have lived in this here 
1 time out of maindz as you 
All Know; and poſſeſs an eſtate: of vive 


_ thouſand clear, which we ſpend at whoam, 


in old Engliſh hoſpitality—All 


I vorevathers have been parliament- 


men, and I can prove that ne'er a one 
o' um gave a zingle vote for the court ſince 


the revolution. Vor my own peart, I 
Value not the miniſtry three ſkips of a louſe, 
as the zaying is I ne'er knew but one 


miniſter that was an honeſt man: and for 


all the reſt I care not if they were hanged as 


- gh as Harman, yh a pox to Marge ally 
1 ; We 
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thank God, a vree - 1 true a 
Engliſhman, and a loyal, thof unworthy, 
ſon of the church—vor all they have done 
vor H r, I'd vain know what they have 
done vor the church, with a vengeance—/ 
vor my own peart, I hate all vorreigners, 
and yorreign meaſures, whereby this poor 
nation is broken-backed with a diſmal load. 
of debt, and taxes riſe ſo high that the 
poor cannot get bread, Gentlemen vree- 
holders of this county, I value no miniſter 
avig's end; if you will vavour me with; 
your votes and intereſt, whereby I may be 
returned, I'll engage one half of my eſtate. 
that I never cry yea to vour ſhillings in the. 
pound ; but will croſs the miniſtry in every 
thing, as in duty bound, and as becomes an 
honeſt vrecholder in the ould intereſt— 
but, if you ſell your votes and your coun- 
try for hire, you will be deteſted in this 
here world, and damned in the next to all 


cternity : fo I leave every man to his o -n 


conſcience.” | 
This eloquent oration was received by 
1 . N his 
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his own friends with loud peals of applauſe; 
which, however, did not diſcourage his 
competitor, - who, confident of his own 
ſtrength, aſcended the roſtrum, or, in other 
words, an old caſk, ſet upright for the 
_ purpoſe. Having bowed all round to the 
audience, with a ſmile of gentle condelcen- 
fion, he told them how ambitious he was 


| of the honour to repreſent this county in 
_ parliament ; and how happy he found him- 
ſelf in the encouragement of his friends, 
who had ſo unanimouſly agreed to ſup- 
port his pretenſions. He ſaid, over and 
above the qualification he poſſeſſed among 
them, he had fourſcore thouſand pounds in 
his pocket, which he had acquired by 
commerce, the ſupport of the nation, under 
the preſent happy eſtabliſhment, in defence 
of which he was ready to ſpend the laſt 
farthing. He owned himſelf a faithful ſub- 
ject to his majeſty king George, ſincerely 
attached to the proteſtant ſucceſſion, in de- 
teſtation and defiance of a popiſh, an abju- 
red, and outlawed pretender ; and declared 
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that he would exhauſt his ſubſtance and his 


blood, if neceſſary, in maintaining the 
principles of the glorious revolution. 
This (cried he) is the ſolid baſis and 
foundation upon which I ſtand.” | 
Theſe laſt words had ſcarce proceetied 
from his mouth, when the head of the 
barrel or puncheon on which he ſtood, 
being frail and infirm, gave way ; ſo that 
down he went with a craſh, and in a 
twinkling diſappeared from the eyes of 
the aſtoniſhed beholders. The fox-hunters 


perceiving his diſaſter, exclaimed, in the 


phraſe and accent of the chace, Stole away! 
ſtole away!“ and, with hideous vociferation, 


joined in the ſylvan chorus which the 


hunters hollow when the hounds are at ; 


fault, 


The diſaſter of Mr. Varderpelth was bon 


repaired by the aſſiduity of his friends, who 
diſengaged him from the barrel in a trice, 
hoiſted him on the ſhoulders of four ſtrong 
weavers, and reſenting the unmannerly ex- 


ulation of their antagoniſts, began to form 


5 them- 
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themſelves in order of battle. An obſti. 
nate fray would have undoubtedly enſued, 


had not their mutual indignation given 
way to their curioſity, at the motion of our 
knight, who had advanced into the middle 
between the two fronts, and waving his 
hand, as a ſignal for them to give atten- 
tion, addreſſed himſelf to them with grace- 
ful demeanor, in theſe words: © Country- 
men, friends, and fellow-citizens, you are 
this day aſſembled to determine a point of 


the utmoſt conſequence to yourſelves and 


your poſterity ; a point that ought to be de- 
termined by far other weapons than brutal 


force and factious clamdur. You, the 


freemen of England, are the baſis of that 
excellent conſtitution which hath long flou- 
riſned the object of envy and admiration. 
To you belongs the ineſtimable privilege 
of chooſing a delegate properly qualified to 


- - repreſent you in parliament. This is your 
birth-right, inherited from your anceſtors, 


obtained by their L. courage, and ſealed with 
their blood. Ie is not, only your birth- 
gon: right 
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fight, which you ſhould maintain in de- 
fance of all danger, but alſo a ſacred. truſt, 

to be executed with the moſt ſcrupulous 
care and fidelity. The perſon whom you 
truſt ought not only to be endued with the 
moſt inflexible integrity, but ſhould like- 
wiſe poſſeſs a fund of knowledge that may 
enable him to act as a part of the legiſla- 
ture, He muſt be well acquainted with 
the hiſtory, the conſtitution, and the laws 
of his country: he muſt underſtand the 
forms of buſineſs, the extent of the royal 
prerogative, the privilege of parliament, 
the detail of gov.rnment, the nature and 
regulation of the finances, the different 
branches of commerce, the politics that 
prevail, and the connexions that ſubſiſt 
among the different powers of Europe: for, 
on all theſe ſubjects, the deliberations of a 
houſe of commons occaſionally turn: but 
theſe great purpoſes will never be anſwered 
by electing an illiterate ſavage, ſcarce qua- 
ified, in point of underſtanding, to act a 
«country juſtice of the peace, a man who 
| * OL. I. K has 
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a fox-chaſe, whoſe converſation never ram. 


neracy, miſtakes ruſticity for independence, 


blind ſlave of a party, without knowing 


tives by which it is actuarey, and thinks 
that all patriotiſm conſiſts ig railing indiſ- 
eriminately at miniſters; and obſtinately 


| ſhouts and acclamations of the wer” 
8 _ who cried aloug, « Hear | heat 
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has never travelled beyond the excurſion of 


bles farther than ſtable, his kennel, and his 
barn-yard ; who rejects decorum as dege- 


aſcertains his courage by leaping over gates 
and ditches, and founds his triumph on 
feats of drinking; who holds his eſtate by 
a factious tenure, profeſſes himſelf the 


the principles that gave it birth, or the mo- 


oppoſing every meaſure of the adminiſta- 


tion. Such a man, with no evil intentions 


t | 
of his own, might be uſed as a dangerous WO ! 
tool in the hands of deſperate faction, by u 


= ſcattering the ſeeds of diſaffection, embar- 1 


raſſing the wheels of government, and re- 
ducing the whole kingdom to anarchy.“ 
Here the knight was interrupted by the 


© im! 
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nim! long life to the iron-caſed orator.” 
This clamour ſubſiding, he proſecuted his 
harangue to the following effect : 

« Such a man as I have deſcribed may 
be dangerous from ignorance, but is nei- 
ther ſo miſchievous nor ſo deteſtable as the 
wretch who knowingly betrays his truſt, and 


| ſues to be the hireling and proſtitute of a 
weak and worthleſs miniſter; a ſordid 
knave, without honour or principle, who 
belongs to no family whoſe example can re- 
proach him with degeneracy ; who has no 
country to command his reſpect, no friends 
to engage his affection, no religion to re- 
gulate his morals, no conſcience to reſtrain 
his iniquity, and who worſhips no God but 


Mammon. An inſinuating miſcreant, who; 


adminiſtration ; who practices national uſu- 
ry, receiving by wholeſale the rewards of 


venality, and diſtributing the wages of cor- 


ruption by retail.“ 


In this place our adventurer's ſpeech was 
drowned in the acclamations of the fox- 
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hunters, who now triumphed in their turn, 
and hoickſed the ſpeaker, W 
« Well opened, Jowler—to un, to un 
again, Sweetlips! hey, Merry, White. 
foot!” After a ſhort interruption, he thus 
reſumed his diſcourſe : 

When ſuch a caitif preſents himſelf to 
you, like the devil, with a temptation in 
his hand, avoid him as if he were in fact the. 
devil—it is not the offering of diſintereſted 
love; for what ſhould induce him, who 
has no affections, to love you, to whoſe 


perſons he is an utter ſtranger ? alas! it is 


not a benevolence, but a bribe. He wants 
to buy you at one market, that he may ſell 
you at another. Without doubt his inten- 
tion is to make an advantage of his pur- 
chaſe; and this aim he cannot accompliſh, 
but by ſacrificing, in ſome ſort, your inter- 
eſt; your-independency, to the wicked de- 
ſigns of a miniſter, as he can expect no 


| | N gratification for the faithful diſcharge of his 
Adauty. But, even if he ſhould not find an | 
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crime, the ſhame, the infamy, will ſtill be 
the ſame in you, who, baſer than the moſt 


abandoned proſtitutes, have ſold yourſelves 
and your poſterity for hire—for a paultry 


price, to be refunded with intereſt by ſome 


miniſter, who will indemnify himſelf our 
of your own pockets: for, after all, you 
are bought and ſold with your own moneg 


the miſerable pittance you may now re- 


ceive, is no more than a pitcher full of wa- 
ter thrown in to moiſten the fucker of 
that pump which will drain you to the bot-- 
tom. Let me therefore adviſe and exhort 
you, my countrymen, to avoid the oppo- 
lite extremes of the ignorant clown and. the 
deſigning courtier, and chooſe a man of 
honeſty, intelligence, and moderation, who 
wWi—“ 

The doctrine of moderation was a very 
unpopular ſubject in ſuch an affemblyz 
and, accordingly, they rejected it as one 
man. They began to think the ſtranger 
wanted to ſet up for himſelf, a ſuppoſition 


Ie could not fail to incenſe both fides 


K 3 equal- 
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equally, as they were both zealouſly en- 
gaged in their reſpective cauſes. The 
Whigs and the Tories joined againſt this 
intruder, who being neither, was treated 
like a monſter, or chimæra in politics. 
T hey hiſſed, they hooted, and they hol- 
"lowed ; they annoyed him with miſſiles of 
dirt, ſticks; and ſtones ; they curled, they 
threatened, and reviled, till at length his 
- patience was exhauſted. 
DDngrateful and abandoned miſcreants 
= © (hecried) I poke to you as men and chriſ- 
3 5 -tians, as free- born Britons and fellow-citi- 
Liens: but J perceive you are a pack of ve- 
nal, infamous ſcoundrels, and J will treat 
1 vou accordingly. So faying, he bran- 
dimed his lance, and riding into the thick- 
* eſt of the concourſe, laid about him with 
ſiuch dexterity and effect, that the multi- 
tude was immediately diſperſed, and he re- 
E _ tired without further moleſtation. 
8 The fame good fortune did not attend 
ae Crabſhaw in his retreat. The ludi- 


. d the. 
1 s ſingularity of his features, an 
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half- mown crop of hair that briſtled from 


one ſide of his countenance, invited ſome 
wags to make merry at his expence: one 
of them clapped a furze-buſh under the 
tail of Gilbert, who, feeling [himſelf thus 
ſtimulated @ poſteriori, kicked and plunged 
and capered in ſuch a manner, that Tumo- 
thy could hardly keep the ſaddle. In this 
commotion he loſt his cap and his periwigz 
while the rabble pelted him in ſuch a man- 
ner, that, before he could join his maſter, 
he looked like a pillar, or rather a 225 
of mud. 


CHAP. x. 


Which fheweth that he BY plays at bowls will . 
ſometimes meet with rubbers. 


SIR Launcelot, boiling with dige 
at the venality and faction of the elec- 
tors, whom he had harangued to ſo little 
purpoſe, retired with the moſt deliberate 
diſdain towards one of the gates of the 
yon, on the outſide of which his curioſity 
Wh was 
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Was attracted by a concourſe of people, in 


the midſt of whom ſtood Mr. Ferret, 


mounted upon a ſtool, with a kind of ſatchel 


hanging round his neck, and a vial-dif- 
Played in his right hand, while he held 
forth to the audience in a very vehement 


ſtrain of elocution. 


Crabſhaw thought himſelf happily de- 


| 195088 when he reached the ſuburbs, and 


proceeded without halting; but his maſter 


mingled with the crowd, and heard the ora- 


dor expreſs himſelf to this effect: © Very 
5 kely, you may undervalue me and my 


medicine, becauſe I don't appear upon a 
ſtage of rotten boards, in a ſhabby velvet 
coat and tye-periwig, with a fooliſh fellow 


nin motley, to make you laugh by making 
2 ry faces: but J ſcorn to uſe theſe dirty arts 


for engaging your attention. Theſe paul- 


try tricks, ad captandum vulgus, can have no 


effect but on ideots, and if you are ideots [ 


8 don U deſire you ſhould be my cuſtomers. 
Tale notice, I don't addreſs you in the ſtile 


af: a mountebank, or a high German doctor: 5 
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and yet the kingdom is full of mounte- 


banks, empirics, and quacks. We have 
quacks in religion, quacks in phyſic, 


quacks 1 in law, quacks in politics, quacks 
in patriotiſm, quacks in government; 
high German quacks that have bliſtered, 

ſweated, bled, and purged the nation into 
an atrophy. But this is not all: they have 
not only evacuated her into a conſump- 
tion, but they have intoxicated her brain, 
until ſhe is become delirious: ſhe can no 
longer purſue her own intereſt ;. or, indeed, 


rightly diftinguiſh it: like the people of 


Nineveh, ſhe can hardly tell her right 
hand from her left ; but, as a changeling, 
is dazzled and delighted by an izzis Aria, 
a Will o' the Wiſp, an exhalation from 
the vileſt materials in nature, that leads her 
aſtray through Weſtphalian bogs and de- 


ſerts, and will one day break her neck 45 1 
over ſome barren rocks, or leave her i 
ſticking in ſome H -n pit or quagmire. 


For my part, if you haue a mind to betray 
ae country, I have no objęction. In- 
0 . 
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75 ſelling yourſelves and your fellow-citizegs 
you only diſpoſe of a pack of raſcals who 
deſerve to be ſold—Tf you ſell one another, 

why ſhould not I fell this here Elixir of 

Long Life, which if properly uſed, will 


protract your days till you ſhall have ſeen 


your country rvined ? I ſhall not pretend 


to diſturb your underſtandings, which are 
none of the ſtrongeſt, with a hotch-potch 
of unintelligible terms, ſuch as Ariſtotle's 
four principles of generation, unformed 
matter, privation, efficient and final cauſes, 
* Ariſtotle was a pedantic blockhead, and 
ſtill more knave than fool. The fame 
cenſure we may ſafely put on that wiſe-acre 
- Dioſcorides, with his faculties of ſimples, 
his ſeminal; ſpecific, and principal virtues; 
and that crazy commentator Galen, with 
his four elements, elementary qualities, his 


eight complexions, his harmonies, and 
diſcords. Nor ſhall 1 expatiate on the 


alkaheſt of that mad ſcroundel Paracelſus, 
with which he pretended to reduce flints 
into ſalt; nor the n. or fpiritus rein, 
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of that viſionary Van Helmont, his ſimple, 
elementary water, his gas, ferments, and 
tranſmutations ; nor ſhall I enlarge upon 
the ſalt, ſulphur, and oil, the acidum vagum, 
the mercury of metals, and the volatilized 
vitriol of other modern chymiſts, a pack 
of ignorant, conceited, knaviſh raſcals, 
that puzzle your weak heads with ſuch jar- 
gon, Juſt as a Germanized m—r. throws 
duſt in your eyes, by lugging in and ring- 
ing the changes on the balance of power, 
the proteſtant religion, and your allies on 
the continent; acting like the juggler, who 
picks your pocket while he dazzles your 


eyes and amuſes your fancy with twirling — 5 


his fingers, and reciting the gibberiſh of 
bocus pocus; for, in fact, the balance of 
power is a mere chimera; as for the pro- 


teſtant religion, nobody gives himſelf any 7 


trouble about it; and allies on the conti- 
nent we have none; or at leaſt, none that 
would raiſe an hundred men to ſave us 
from perdition, unleſs we paid an extrava- 
4 Sant price for their aſſiſtance, But, to 
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return to this here Elixer of Long Life, ] 
might embelliſn it with a great many high- 
ſounding epithets; but 1 diſdain to follow 
the example of every illiterate vagabond, 
that from idleneſs turns quack, and adver- 
tiſes his noſtrum in the public papers. 1 
am neither a felonious dry- ſalter returned 
from exile, an hoſpital ſtump- turner, a de- 
cayed ſtay-maker, a bankrupt- printer, or 
inſolvent debtor, releaſed by act of parlia- 
| -ment. I did not pretend to adminiſter 
' medicines, without the leaſt tincture of 
letters, or ſuborn wretches to perjure them- 
felves in falſe affidavits of cures that were 
never performed; nor employ a ſet of led- 
"Captains to harangue in my praiſe, at all 
public places. I was bred er to the 
profeſſion of chymiſtry, and have tried all 
the proceſſes of alchemy, PR I may ven- 
tere to fay, that this here Elixir is, in 
fact, the chruſeon pepuromenon ek puros, the 
viſible, glorious, fpiritual body, from 
"whence all other | beings derive their exiſt- 
egnce, as proceeding from their father the 
RA» x ſun; 
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fun, and their mother the moon; from the 
fun, as from a living and ſpiritual gold, 
which is mere fire; conſequently, the 
common and univerſal firſt created mover, 
from whence all moveable things have 
their diſtinct and particular motions; and 
alſo from the moor, as from the wife of 
the fun, and the common mover of all ſub- 
lunary things: and for as much as man is, 
and muſt be the comprehenſive end of all 
creatures, and the microcoſm, he is coun- 
ſelled in the Revelations to buy gold that is 
thoroughly fired, or rather pure fire, that 
he may become rich and like the ſun; as, 
on the contrary, he becomes poor, when 
he abuſes the arſenical poiſon; ſo that his 
ſilver, by the fire, muſt be calcined to a 
caput mortuum, which happens, when he 
will hold and retain the menſtruum out. 
of which he partly exiſts, for his own pro- 
perty, and doth not daily offer up the ſame 
in the fire of the ſun, that the woman may 
be cloathed with the ſun, and become'a 
fun, and thereby rule over the moon; that 
| 8 
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is to ſay, that he may get the moon under 
his feet. Now this here Elixir, ſold for no 
more than ſix-pence a vial, contains the 


| eſſence of the alkaheſt, the archæus, the 


catholicon, the menſtruum, the ſun, 
moon, and to ſum up all in one word, is 


the true, genuine, unadulterated, unchange- 
able, immaculate and ſpecific chruſeon pe- 


puromenon ek puros. 
The audience were variouſly affected by 


this learned oration: ſome of thoſe who 
favoured the pretenſions of the whig candi- 
date, were of opinion that he ought to be 
puniſhed for his preſumption in reflecting 
ſo ſeurrilouſly on miniſters and meaſures, 
Of this ſentiment was our adventurer, 
though he could not help admiring the cou- 
rage of the orator, and owning within him- 
ſelf, that he had mixed ſome melancholy 
-truths with his ſcurrility. Mr. Ferret 
would not have ſtood ſo long in his roſtrum 
unmoleſted, had not he cunningly choſen 
his ſtation immediately without the juriſ- 
n of the town, whoſe magiſtrates 


the vp 
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therefore could not take cognizance of his 
conduct; but application was made to the 
[conſtable of the other pariſh, while our 
noſtrum-monger proceeded in his ſpeech, 
the concluſion of which produced ſuch an 
effect upon his hearers, that his whole cargo 
was immediately exhauſted. He had juſt 
ſtepped down from his ſtool, when the 
conſtable, with his ſtaff, arrived, and took 
him under his guidance. Mer. Ferret, on. 
this occaſion, attempted to intereſt the 
people in his behalf, by exhorting them to. 


vindicate the liberty of the ſubject, againſt 


ſuch an act of oppreſſion ; but finding them 
deaf to the tropes and figures of his elocu-. 
tion, he addreſſed himſelf to our knight, 


reminding him of his duty to protect the 
helpleſs and the injured, and earneſtly oli 
citing his interpoſition. 


Sir Launcelot, without making the leaſt 
reply to his entreaties, reſolved to ſee tHe 


end of this adventure; and being joined by 
dis ſquire, followed the priſoner at a diſ- 
a tance, meaſuring back the ground he had 


travelled 
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travelled the day before, until he reached 
another ſmall borough, where Ferret was 
- houſed in the common priſon. While he 
fat a-horſeback, deliberating on the next 


| 3 ſtep he ſhould take, he was accoſted by the 


voice of Tom Clarke, who called in 3 


_ -whimpening tone, through a window grat- 


ed with iron, For the love of God! Sir 
Launcelot, do, dear Sir, be ſo good as to 
take the trouble to alight and come up 
:Rairs—I have ſomething to communicate 
. of. conſequence to the community in gene- 
ral, and you in particular—Pray, do, dear 


Sir Knight. I beg a boon in the name 


of St. Michael and St. George for Eng- 
nd. ö ut. | 

Our adventurer, not a little ſurprized at 
this addrefs, diſmounted without heſitation, 
and being admitted to the common jail, 


there found not only his old friend Tom, 


but alſo the uncle, ſitting on a bench with 
a woollen night- cap on his head, and a pair 


of ſpectacles on his noſe, reading very eaf- 


-nbſtly/in a book, which he afterwards un- 
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gerſtood was intituled the, « The Life and 
Adventures of Valentine and Orſon.” 
The captain no ſooner ſaw his great pat- 
tern enter, than he roſe and received him 
vith the ſalutation of What cheer, bro- 
ther?” and before the knight could an- 
ſwer, added theſe words: © You fee how 
the land lies—here have Tom and I been 
faſt a-ſhore theſe four and twenty hours; 
and this berth we have got by attempting 
to tow your galley, brother, from the 
enemy's harbour. Adds bobs! if we had 
this here fellow whoreſon for a conſort, 
with all our tackle in order, brother, we'd: 
ſoon ſhew em the topfail, flip our cable, 


and down with their barricadoes. But, 


howſomever, it don't ſignify talking - pati · 
ence is a good ftream-anchor, and will 


hold, as the ſaying is—but, damn my—ag 
for the matter of my boltſprit.—Hea-k ye, 
hearkye, brother, damn'd hard to engage 
with three at a time, one upon my bow 1 
one upon my quarter, and one right a- 
ln rubbing, and drubbing, lying a- 
| thwart _ 
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thwart hawſe, raking fore and aft, batter. 
ing and grappling, and laſhing and claſh. 
ing—adds heart, brother ; craſh went the 
boltſprit—down came the round. top up 
with the dead lights—I ſaw nothing but 
the ſtars at noon, loſt the helm of my ſeven 
ſenſes, and down I broached upon my 
broadſide.” — 

As Mr. Clarke rightly conceived that 
his uncle. would need an interpreter, he 
began to explain theſe hints by giving a 


F- circumſtantial detail of his own and the 
E captain's diſaſter. He told Sir Launcelot, 
I that notwithſtanding all his perſuaſion and 
remonſtrances, captain Crowe inſiſted 
vpon appearing in the character of a knight- 
= errant; and with that view had ſet out 
I from the public-houſe on the morning that 


E * 3D 3) 1— his vigil in the church: that upon 


+. the highway they had met with a coach, 
- Containing two ladies, one of whom ſeem- 


1 195 1 1 ed to be under great agitation; for, as they 


paſſed, ſhe ſtruggled with the other, thruſt 
thing 


8 


ä 
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thing which he could not diſtinctly hear; 
that captain Crowe was ſtruck with admira- 
tion of her unequalled beauty ; and he, 
(Tom) no ſooner informed him who ſhe 
was, than he reſolved to ſet her at liberty, 
on the ſuppoſition that ſhe was under re- 
ſtraint and in diſtreſs : that he accordingly 
unſheathed his cutlaſs, and riding back 
after the coach, commanded the driver to 
bring to, on pain of death: that one of the 
ſervants believing the captain to bean high- 
wayman, preſented a blunderbuſs, and in 
all probability would have ſhot him on the 
ſpot, had not he (the nephew) rode up and 
aſſured them the gentleman was non compos : 
that notwithſtanding his intimation, all the 
three attacked him with the butt ends of 
their horſe-whips, while the coach drove 
on, and although he laid about him with 

great fury, at laſt brought him to the 
ground by a ſtroke on the temple : that 
Mr. Clarke himſelf then interpoſed in de- 
fence of his kinſman, and was alſo ſeverely 
beaten ; : that two of the ſervants, upon 

| applications | 
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apphcation to a juſtice of the peace, reſid. 
ing near the field of battle, had granged a 
warrant againſt the captain and his nephew, 
and without examination, committed them 


horſes and their money, on pretence of 
their being ſuſpected for highwaymen. 
But, as there was no juſt cauſe of ſuſpi. 
cion, (added he) I am of opinion, the 
juſtice is guilty of a treſpaſs, and may be 
ſued for falſum impriſonamentum, and con- 
ſiderable damages obtained; for you wil 
pleaſe to obſerve, Sir, no juſtice has 2 
right to commit any perſon till after due 
examination; beſides, we were not com- 
mitted for an aſſault and battery, audi 
grerels, nor as wandering lunatics by the 
iſtatute, who, to be ſure, may be appre- 
 _ thended by a juſtice's warrant, and locked 
up and chained, if neceſſary, or to be ſent 
cd their laſt legal ſettlement : but we were 
committed as vagrants and ſuſpected high- 
Waymen. Now we do not fall under the 
deſcription of vagrants; nor ay 


Fo cum- 


as idle vagrants, after having ſeized their 
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cumſtance appear to ſupport the ſuſpicion / 
of robbery ; for to conſtitute robbery, 
there muſt be ſomething taken; but here 
nothing was taken but blows, and they 
were upon compulſion: even an attempt 
to rob, without any taking, is not felony, 

but a miſdemeanor. To be ſure there is 
ataking in deed, and a taking in law : but 

ſtill the robber muſt be in poſſeſſion of a 
thing ſtolen; and we attempted to ſteal 

ourſelves away —— My uncle indeed would 
have releaſed the young lady vi et armis, 
had his ſtrength been equal to his inclina-* 
ton; and in ſo doing, I would have will- 
ingly lent my aſſiſtance, both from a defire 
to ſerve ſuch a beautiful young creature, 
and alſo in regard to your honour, for I 
thought I heard her call upon your 


name 
e Ha! how! what! whoſe name? ſay, 
ſeak—— heaven and earth!“ / (cried the 
Knight, with marks of the*moſt violent 
emotion.) Clarke terrified at his looks, 
replied, „I beg your pardon a thoufand 
$ 5 | | times; 
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times; I did not ſay poſitively ſhe did 
ſpeak thoſe words: but I apprehended ſhe 
did fpeak them. Words, which may be 
taken or interpreted by law in general, or 
common ſenſe, ought not to receive a 
ſtrained, or unuſual conſtruction; and 
ambiguous words ““ Speak, or be 
dumb for ever! (exclaimed Sir Launcelot 
in a terrific tone, laying his hand on his 
ſword). what young lady, ha! What name 
did ſhe call upon ?” Clarke falling on his 
knees, anſwered, not without ſtammering, 
4 Miſs Aurelia Darnel; to the beſt of my 
recollection, the called upon Sir Launcelot 
Greaves. * Sacred powers! (cried our 
adventurer) which way did the carriage 
pee 4 pl 
When Tom told him that the coach 
quitted the poſt- road, and ſtruck away to 
the right at full ſpeed, Sir Launcelot was 
ſeized with a penſive fit; his head ſunk 
upon his breaſt, and he muſed in ſilence for 
ſeveral minutes, with the moſt melanchol- 
_ ly expreſſion on his countenance : then re- 
n ee 
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collecting himſelf, he aſſumed a more com- 
poſed and chearful air, and aſked ſeveral 
queſtions with reſpect to the arms on the 
coach, and the liveries worn by the fer- 
yants, It was in the courſe of this inter- 
rogation, that he diſcovered he had actually 
converſed with one of the footmen, who 
had brought back Crabſhaw's horſe: a cir- 
cumſtance that filled him with anxiety and 
chagrin, as he had omitted to inquire the 
name of his'maſter, and the place to which 
the coach was travelling; though, in all 
probability, had he made theſe inquiries, 
he would have received very little ſatisfac- 
tion, there being reaſon to think the ſer- 


vants were enjoined ſectecy. The knight, 


in order to meditate on this unexpected 
adventure, fat down by his old friend, and 
entered into a reverie, which laſted about 
a quarter of an hour, and might have con- 
tinued longer, had it not been interrupted 
by the voice of Crabſhaw, who bawled 
aloud, Look to it, my maſters—as you 


955 you muſt drink — this ſhall be a dear 


8 day's 


216 THE ADVENTURES or 


day's work to ſome. of you, for my part 
I ſay nothing——the braying aſs eats a 
little graſs one barber ſhaves not ſo cloſe 
but another finds a few ſtubble — you 


wanted to catch a capon, and you've ſtole 
a cat. He that takes up his lodgings in a 


ſtable, muſt be contented to he upon 
litter; TEST. 

The knight, deſirous of A the 
cauſe that prompted Timothy to apotheg- 
matize in this manner, looked through the 
grate, and perceived the ſquire fairly ſet in 
the ſtocks, ſurrounded by a mob of people. 
When he called to him, and aſked the 
reaſon of this diſgraceful” reſtraint, Crab- 
ſhaw replied, -< There's no cake, but 
there's another of the ſame make—who 
never climbed never fell—after clouds 
comes clear weather. - *Tis all long of 
your honour I've met with this prefer- 


mint: no deſervings of my own, but the 
| | intereſt of my maſter. Sir knight, if you 


Will flay the juttice, hang the- conſtable, 
releaſe: your ſquire, and burn the town, 
& FI.4 833 


your 
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your name will be famous in ſtory: but, if 
you are content, I am thankful. Two 
hours are ſoon ſpent in ſuch good compa- 
ny; in the mean time look to'un jailorʒ 
there's a frog in che ſtocks.” 4 

Sir Launcelot, incenſed at this affront 
offered to his ſervant, advanced to the pri- 
ſon door, but found it faſt locked, and 
vhen he called to the turnkey, he was 
given to underſtand that he himſelf was 
priſoner. Enraged at this intimation, he 
demanded at whoſe ſuit; and was anſwer- 
ed through the wicket, At the fuit of 
the king, in whoſe name I will hold yoy 
faſt, with God's aſſiſtance.“ 

The knight's looks now began to light- 
en, he rolled his eyes around, and ſnatch 
ing up an oaken bench, which three ordi- 
nary men could ſcarce have lifted from the 
ground, he, in all likelihood, would have 
ſhattered the door in pieces, had not he 
been reſtrained by the interpoſition of Mr, 


u 
. Clarke, who intreated him to have a little 
„ lience, aſſuring him he would ſuggeſt a 


For. 5 1. plan . . 


j 
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Fs plan that would avenge him amply on the 
juſtice, without any breach of the peace, 
3 4 J ſay the juſtice (added Tom) becauſe 
it muſt be his doing.—He is a little petu- 
lant ſort of a fellow, ignorant of the law, 
guilty of numberleſs irregularities; and, if 
* properly managed, may for this here a& 
.. of arbitrary power, be not only caſt in 2 
{ſwinging ſum, but even turned out of the 
commiſſion with diſgrace.” 
This was a very ſeaſonable hint, in con- 
E ſequence of which the bench was ſoftly re- 
2 placed, and captain Crowe depoſited the 
3 poker, with which he had armed himſelf 
do ſecond the efforts of Sir Launcrlo. 
They now, for the firſt time, perceived 
3 that Ferret had diſappeared ; and, upon 
inquiry, found that he was in fact the occa- 
ſion of the knight's detention and the 
fquire's diſgrace, 


85 
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CHAP. XL. 
Deſcription of a modern Magiſtrate. 


BEFORE the knight would take any reſo- 
lution for extricating himſelf from his 


preſent embarraſſment, he deſired to be 


better acquainted with the character and 


circumſtances of the juſtice by whom he 


had been confined, and likewiſe to under- 
ſtand the meaning of his own detention. 
To be informed in this laſt particular, he 
renewed his dialogue with the turnkey, 
who told him, through the grate, that 
Ferret no ſooner perceived him in the 
jail,, without his offenſive arms, which he 
had left below, than he deſired to be cars 


ed before the juſtice, where he had given | of 


information againſt the knight, as a violator 

of the public peace, who ſtrolled about te 
country with unlawful arms, rendering the 
highways unſafe, encroaching upon the. 


dem of elections, putting his majeſ- 


L 2 ty's- 
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tWzj'ꝰs liege ſubjects in fear of their lives, and, 


in all probability, harbouring more dan- 
gerous deſigns under an affected cloak of 


lunacy. Ferret, upon this information, 


Re gpened their throats all at once, in accuſa- 
Wee tion of juſtice Gobble. * The knight Was 


had been releaſed, and entertained as an 
evidence for the king ; and Crabſhaw was 
put in che ſtocks? as an idle ſtroller. 


Sir Launcelot, being ſatisfied in theſe 
particulars, addreſſed himſelf to his fellow 


priſoners, and begged they would commu- 
nicate what they knew reſpecting the 
worthy, magiſtrate, who. had been ſo pre- 
mature in the execution of his office, 
This requeſt was no ſooner -ſignified than 
a crew of naked wretches crowded around 
him, and, like a congregation of rooks, 


moved at this ſcene, which he could not 

help comparing, in his own mind, to what 
would appear upon a much more awful 
occaſion, when the. cries of the widow 
and the orphan, the injured and oppreſſed, 
would be e at the tribunal of an 
a” 8 8 IJ weg 
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unerring Judge againſt the villainous and 
inſalent authors of their calamity. 

When he had, with ſome difficulty; 
quieted their clamours, and confined his 
interrogation to one perſon of a tolerably 
decent appearance, he learned that juſtice 
Gobble, whoſe father was a taylor, had 
for ſome time ſerved as a journeyman ho- 
fier in London, where he had picked up 
ſome law-terms,- by converſing with 
hackney-writers and attorneys clerks of the 
loweſt order; that, upon the death of his 
maſter, he had in ſinuated himſelf into the 


good graces of the widow, who took him 


for her huſband, fo that he became a per- 


fon of ſome conſideration, and ſaved mo- « 


ney apace ; that his pride, increaſing with 
his ſubſtance, was reinforced by the vanity 


of his wife, who perſuaded him to retire. - | 2 
from buſineſs, that they might live gen- 


teelly in the country; that his father dying 
and leaving a couple of houſes in this towns. 
Mr. Gobble had come down with his 


place | 
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ſo well as to make a more conſider. 


' able purchaſe in the neighbourhood; that 


a certain peer being indebted to him in 
the large way of his buſineſs, and either 
unwilling or unable to pay the money, had 
compounded the debt, by inſerting his 
name in the commiſſion ; fince which 
period his own inſolence, and his wife's 
eftentation, had exceeded all bounds: 
that, in the exertion of his authority, he 
had committed a thouſand acts of cruelty 
and injuſtice againſt the poorer ſort of peo - 
ple, who were unable to call him to a pro- 
per account: that his wife domineered 
with a more ridiculous though leſs perni- 
£ious uſurpation, among the females of 
the place: that, in a word, ſhe was the 
ſubject of continual mirth, and he the ob- 


ject of univerſal deteſtation. Our adven- 


turer, though extremely well diſpoſed to 
believe what was ſaid to the prejudice of 
Gobble, would not give entire credit to 


ſcſdahis deſcription, without firſt inquiring 


duo che br of his conduct. He 
LE nd: 8. therefore 
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therefore aſked the ſpeaker, what was the 
cauſe of his particular complaint. For 
my own part, Sir, (faid he) I lived in re- 
pute, and kept a ſhop, in this here town, 
well furniſhed with a great variety of ar- 
ticles. All che people in the. place were 
my cuſtomers ; but what I and many others 
chiefly depended upon, was the extraordi- 
nary fale at two annual cuſtomary fairs, to 
which all the country people in the neigh- 
bourhood reforted to lay out their money. 
I had employed all my ſtock, and even 
engaged my credit to procure a large aſſort- 
ment of goods for the Lammas-market : 
bur having given my vote, in the election 
of a yeſtry-clerk, contrary to the intereſt 
of juſtice Gobble, he reſolved to work 
my ruin. He ſuppreſſed the annual fairs, 
by which a great many people, eſpecially 
publicans, earned the beſt part of their 
ſubſiſtence. The country people reſorted 
to another town. I was overſtocked with 
a load of periſhable - commodities ; and 
found xe deprived of the beſt part of 
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my home cuſtomers by the ill-nature and 
revenge of the juſtice, who employed al 
his influence among the common people, 
making uſe of threats and promiſes, to 
make them deſert my ſhop, and give their 


. cuſtom to another perſon, whom he ſettled 


in the ſame buuneſs under my noſe, 
Being thus diſabled from making punctual 


payments, my commodities ſpoiling, and 


my wife breaking her heart, I grew neg- 
ligent and careleſs, took to drinking, and 


my affairs went to wreck. Being one day 


in liquor, and provoked by the fleers and 
taunts of the man who had ſet up againſt 
me, I ftruck him at his own door; upon 
which I was carried before the juſtice, who 


— treated me with ſuch infolence, that I be- 
came deſperate, and not only -abuſed him 


in the execution of his office, but alſo 


8 made an attempt to lay violent hands upon 
his perſon. You know, Sir, when a 
wlan is both drunk and deſperate, he can- 
LS: not be ſuppoſed to have any command of 


Himfell. I was * hither to jail, My 
wee 


* 


* 
* 
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creditors immediately ſeized my effects 
and, as they were not ſufficient to diſcharge | 
my debts, a ſtatute of bankruptcy was 
taken out againſt me: ſo that here I muſt 
lie, until they think proper to ſign my 
certificate, or the parliament ſhall pleaſe 
to paſs an act for the relief of inſolvent 
debtors.” 
The next perſon who ä himſelf F 
in the croud of accuſers was a meagre fi- 
gure, with a green apron, who told the 
knight that he had kept a public houſe in 
town for a dozen years, and enjoyed & 
good trade, which was in a.great meaſure” 
owing to a ſkittle-ground, in which! the 
beſt people of the place diverted chem 


a gelding which he had bred for his e ] 
uſe, firſt of all ſhut up the ſkitle-groutd's | 125 
but finding the publican ſtill kept bi 
houſe open, he took care that he ſhould b 
Rl of his licence, on mung 


xlves. occaſionally: that juſtice Gob ble, 
being diſobliged at his refuſing to part itt 


hy 
a. 77 and 
» . ; * 3 9 
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and that this man had been bred to another 
employment. The poor publican, being 
thus deprived of his bread, was obliged to 
try the ſtay-making buſineſs, to which he 
had ferved an apprenticeſhip : but being. 
very ill-qualified for this profeſſion, he 
' ſoon fell to decay, and contracted debts, 
in conſequence of which he was now in 
priſon, where he had no other ſupport but 
what aroſe from the labour of his wife, who 
had gone to fervice, 

The next priſoner who preferred his com- 
plaint againſt the unrighteous judge was a 
poacher, at whoſe practiſes juſtice Gobble 


had for ſome years connived, ſo as even to 


ſereen him from puniſhment, in conſideration 
of being ſupplied with game gratis, till af 
lengtk he was diſappointed by accident. His 
— kad invited gueſts to an entertainment, 
and beſpoke a hare, which the poacher un- 
dertock to furniſh. He laid his fnares ac- 
- cordingly- overnight; but they were dil. 
_ , Coverod,- and taken away by the game L 
ere of the ma to whom 25 
e = IO ground 
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ground belonged. All the excuſes the 
poacher could make proved ineffectual in 
appealing the reſentment of the juſtice and 
his wife, at being thus diſconcerted, Meaz 
| ſures were taken to detect the delinquent in 
the exerciſe of his illicit occupation: he 
was committed to ſafe cuſtody: and his 
wife, with five bantlings, was paſſed to her 
huſband's ſettlement in a different part of 
the country. 

A ſtout ſquat fellow, rattling with chains, 
had juſt taken up the ball of accuſation, 
when Sir Launcelot was ſtartled with the 
appearance of a woman, whoſe looks and 
equipage indicated the molt piteous diſtreſs, 
She ſeemed to be turned of the middle 
age,, was of a lofty carriage, tall, thin, | 
weather-beaten, and wretchedly attired: 
her eyes were inflamed with weeping, and 
her looks diſplayed that wildneſs and pecu- 
harity which denote diſtraction. * 


ing to Sir Launcelot, ſhe fell upon her | ö | 


knees, and claſping her hands together, 
* | 8 


L „ 
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= moſt mighty emperor ! juſtice upon the 
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uttered the following rhapfody in the moſt 
vehetnent tone of affliftion : 
Thrice potent, generous, and auguſt 
emperor, here let my knees cleave to the 
earth, until thou ſhalt do me juſtice on that 
inhuman caitiff Gobble. Let him dif. 
gorge my ſubſtance which he hath devour. 
ed: let him reſtore to my widowed arms 
my child, my boy, the delight of my eyes, 
the prop of my life, the ſtaff of my ſuſte- 
nance, whom he hath torn from my em- 
brace, ſtolen, betrayed, ſent into capti- 
vity, and murdered !—Behold theſe bleed- 
ing wounds upon his lovely breaft! ſee 
how they mangle his lifeleſs corſe ! Hor- 
vor! give me my child, barbarians! his 
head ſhall lie upon his Suky's boſom—— 
me will embalm him with her tears. — 
Ha! plunge him in the deep! ſhall my 
13 bay then float in a muy tomb !—Juſtice, 


villain who hath ruined us all! May hea- 
yen's dreadful vengeance overtake. him! 
may the keen ſtorm of adyerſity ſtrip him 
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of all his leaves and fruit ! may peace for- 
fake his mind, and reſt be baniſhed from 
his pillow, ſo that all his days ſhall be 
filled with reproach and ſorrow ; and all 
his nights be haunted with horror and re- 
morſe ! may he be ſtung by jealouſy with- 
out cauſe, and maddened by revenge with- 
out the means of execution ! may all his 
offspring be blighted and conſumed, like 
the mildewed ears of corn, except one that 
ſhall grow up to curſe his old age, and 
bring his hoary head with ſorrow to the 
grave, as he himſelf has proved a curſs 0 
me and mine!“ 

The reſt of the priſoners, perten 
the knight extremely ſhocked at her mis 
fery and hormd imprecation, removed her 
by force from his preſence, and conveyed 
her to another room ; while our — og 
underwent a violent agitation, and cu, 
not for ſome minutes compoſe himfelf ſo . 
well as to inquire into the nature of dus 
wretched creature's calamity. The ſhop- 
e of whom he demanded this ſatis- 
| faction, 
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faction, gave him to underſtand that ſhe 
was born a gentlewoman, and had been 
well educated: that ſhe married a curate, 
who did not long ſurvive his nuptials ; and 
afterwards became the wife of one Oakley, 
a farmer, in opulent circumſtances: that, 
after twenty years cohabitation with her 
huſband, he ſuſtained ſuch loſſes by the 
diſtemper among the cattle, as he could 
not repair; and that this reverſe of fortune 
was ſuppoſed to have haſtened his death: 
that the widow, being a woman of ſpirit, 
determined to keep up and manage the 
farm, with the aſſiſtance of an only ſon, a 


1 2 promiſing youth, who was already 


contracted in marriage with the daughter 


of another wealthy farmer, Thus the 


che young, farmer's  ſweet-heart, Mrs. 


mother had a proſpect of retrieving the 
affairs of her family, when all her hopes 
were daſhed and deſtroyed by a ridiculous | 
Pique which Mrs. Gobble conceived againſt 


Suſan Sedgemoor. This young woman 
TOONS: to be at. a country aſſembly, 
bene 


= 
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where the grave-digger of the pariſh ated 
as maſter of the ceremonies, was called out 
to dance before Miſs Gobble, who hap- 
pened to be there preſent alſo with her 
mother. The circumſtance was conſtrued 
into an unpardonable affront by the juſtice's' 
lady, who abuſed the director, in the moſt 
opprobious terms, for his inſolence and ill- 
manners ; and, retiring in a ſtorm of paſ- 
ſion, vowed revenge againſt the ſaucy 
minx who had preſumed to vie in gentility- 
with Miſs Gobble. The quſtice entered 

into her reſentment. The grave- digger 
loſt his place; and Suky's lover, young 
Oakly, was preſſed for a ſoldier. Before 
his mother could take any ſteps for his diſ- 
charge, he was hurried away to the Eaſt- 
Indies, by the induſtry and contrivance of 
the juſtice. Poor Suky wept and pined 
until ſhe fell into a conſumption. The for- 
lorn widow, being thus deprived of her fon, 
was overwhelmed with grief to ſuch a de- 


gree, that ſhe could no longer manage her 


ene, Every ching went backward: 


— 
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ſhe ran in arrears with her landlord, and 
the proſpect of bankruptcy aggravated her 
affliction, while it added to her incapacity. 
In the midſt of theſe diſaſtrous circum- 
ſtances, news arrived that her ſon Greaves 
had loſt his life in a ſea-engagement with 
the enemy, and theſe tidings almoſt in- 
ſtantly deprived her of her reaſon. Then 
the landord ſeized for his rent ; and ſhe 
was arreſted at the ſuit of juſtice Gobble, 
who had bought up one of her debts, in 
order to diſtreſs her, and now K. 7 
that her madneſs was feigned. 

When the name of Greaves was men- 
5 our adventurer 1 and e N 

— re den, if the 
name of the woman's firſt huſband was not 


3 Wilford. © When the priſoner anſwered in 


the affirmative, he roſe up, and ftriking 
his breaſt, Good heaven] (cried he) 
the very woman Who watched over my in- 
„fancy, and even nouriſhed me wich her 
3 — TY wochers at; 
2 5 | le 
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friend. —Alas ! poor Dorothy! how would 


your old miſtreſs grieve to ſee her favourite 


in this miſerable condition!“ While he 
pronounced theſe words, to the aſtoniſh- 
ment of the hearers, a tear ſtole ſoftly down 
each cheek. Then he deſired to know if 
he poor lunatic had any intervals of reaſon ; 
and was given to underſtand, that ſhe was 
always quiet, and generally ſuppoſed to have 
the uſe of her ſenſes, except when ſhe was 
diſturbed by ſome extraordinary noiſe, or 
when any perſon touched upon her misfor- 
tune, or mentioned the name of her op- 
preſſor, in all of which cafes ſhe ſtarted out 
into extravagance and frenzy. They like 
wiſe imputed great part of the diſorder to 


the want of quiet, proper food, and neceſ=- 


ſaries, with which ſhe was but poorly ſup- 
plied by the cold hand of chance-charity, - 
Our adventurer was exceedingly affected 
by the diſtreſs of this woman, whom he re- 
folved to relieve; and in proportion as his 
*commilſeration was excited, his reſentment 
got againſt the miſcreant, who ſeemed to- 
_ "raw ranks 
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have inſinuated himſelf into the commiſſion. 
of the peace on purpoſe to haraſs and op- 
preſs his fellow-creatures. Thus anima- 
.. ted, he entered into conſultation with Mr, 
Thomas Clarke concerning the ſteps he 
ſhould take, firſt for their deliverance, and 
then for proſecuting and puniſhing the juſ- 
tice. - In reſult of this conference, the 
knight called aloud for the jailor, and de- 
manded to ſee a copy of his commitment, 
that he might know the cauſe of his im- 
priſonment, and offer bail; or, in caſe that 
mould be refuſed, move for a writ of Ha- 
beas Corpus. The jailor- told him the 
copy of the writ ſhould be forthcoming ; 
hut after he had waited ſome time, and 


bo repeated the demand before witneſſes, it 


was not yet produced. Mr. Clarke then, 
in a ſolemn tone, gave the jailor to un- 
derſtand, that an officer, refuſing to de- 
liver a true copy of the commitment-war- 
rant, was liable to the forfeiture of one 
hundred pounds for the firſt offence; and 


* the ſecond to a forfeiture of twice that 
um, 
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ſum, beſides being diſabled from executing 
his office. 

Indeed, it was no eaſy matter to comply 
with Sir Launcelot's demand ; for no war- 
rant had been granted, nor was it now in 
the power of the juſtice to remedy this de- 
fect, as Mr. Ferret had taken himſelf away 
privately, without having communicated 
the name and deſignation of the priſoner. 

A circumſtance the more mortifying to the - 
| Jailor, as he perceived the extraordinary re- 
ſpect which Mr. Clarke and the captain 
payed to the knight, and was now fully 
convinced that he would be dealt with ac- 
cording to law, Diſordered with theſe re- 
flexions, he imparted them to the juſtice, 


who had in vain cauſed ſearch to be made © | 


for Ferret, and was now extremely well in- 
clined to ſet the knight and his friends at 
liberty, though he did not at all ſuſpect the 
quality and importance of our adventurer. 
He could not, however, reſiſt the tempta- 

tion of diſplaying the authority of his of- 
ice; and therefore ordered the priſoners to 

: N be 
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be brought before his tribunal, that, in the 
eapacity of a magiſtrate, he might give 
them a ſevere reproof, and proper caution, 
with regard to their future behaviour. 
They were accordingly led through the 
ſtreet in proceſſion, guarded by the con- 
fable and his gang, followed by Crabſhaw, 
who had by this time been releaſed from 
the ſtocks, and ſurrounded by a crowd of 
people, attracted by curioſity. When they 
arrived at the juſtice $ houſe, they were de- 
tained for ſome time in the paſſage: then 
a voice was heard, commanding the con- 
ſtable to bring in the prifoners; and they 
were introduced to the hall of audience, 
where Mr. Gobble ſat in judgment, with 


pe: a. crimſon velvet night-cap on his head; 
and on his right hand appeared his lady, 


puffed up with the pride and inſolence of 
her huſband's office, fat, froway, and not 
over · clean, well ſtricken in years, without 
the leaſt veſtige of an agreeable feature, 


having a rubicond noſe, ferret} eyes, aud 


a li- 


23 


i” . The juſtice himſelf w 
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4 little, affected, pert prig, who endeavour- 
ed to ſolemnize his countenance by aſſum- 
ing an air of conſequence, in which pride, 
impudence, and folly were ſtrangely blend- 
ed. He aſpired at nothing ſo much as the 
character of an able ſpokeſman; and took 
all opportunities of holding forth at veſtry 
and quarter- ſeſſions, as well as in the ad- 
miniſtration of his office in private. He 
would not, therefore, let ſlip this occaſion 
of exciting the admiration of his hearers, 
and, in an authoritative tone, thus. addreſſ- 
ed our adventurer: 

The laws of this land has nbi 
1 fays, as how proviſion is made by the 
laws of this here land, in reverence to de- 
linquems and mancfactors, whereby the 
king's peace is upholden by we magiſtrates, 
who repreſents his majeſty's perſon, better 
than in c'er a contagious nation under the 
ſun : but, howſoemever, that there king's 
peace, and this here magiſtrate's authority, 
cannot be adequably and identically upheld, - 
If ſo be as how criminals eſcapes uopuniſh- 
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ed. Now, friend, you muſt be confiden- 
tious in your own mind, as you are a no- 
torious criminal, who have treſpaſſed again 
- the laws on divers occaſions and importu- 
nities; if I had a mind to exerciſe the ri- 
* gour of the law, according to the authority 
x wherewith I am weſted, you and your com- 
panions in iniquity would be ſewerely pu- 
' iſhed by the ſtatue: but we magiſtrates 
has a power to litigate the ſewerity of juſ- 
tice, and fo I am contented that you 
ſhoulds be el delt vithal, and even 
diͤi:iſmiſſ 
1 . To this harangue the knight rephed, 
E ah ſolemn and deliberate accent, If I 
underſtand your meaning aright, I am ac- 
-— uſed of being a notorious criminal; but 
nueyertheleſs you are contented to let me eſ- 
cape with impunity. If I am a notorious 
Criminal, it is the duty of you, as a magiſ⸗ 
trate, to bring me to condign puniſhment; 
and if you allow a criminal to eſcape unpu- 
niſhed, you are not only, unworthy of a 
& 24 Place | in the e but become ac- 
cb | Wo -_— 
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ceſſary to his guilt, and, to all intents and 

_ purpoſes, /ocius criminis. With reſpect to 
your proffered mercy, I ſhall decline the 

| favour; nor do I deſerve any indulgence 
at your hands: for, depend upon it, I ſhall 
ſnew no mercy to you, in the ſteps I in- 
tend to take for bringing you to juſtice. -I | 
underſtand that you have been long hack- 
neyed in the ways of oppreſſion, and I have 
ſeen ſome living monuments of your inhu- 
manity—of that hereafter. I myſelf have 
been detained in priſon, without cauſe aſ- 
ſigned. I have been treated with indignity, 
and inſulted by jailors and conſtables, led 

thro' the ſtreets like a felon, as a ſpectacle 
to the multitude, obliged to dance attend- 
ance in your paſſage, and afterwards brand- 
ed with the name of notorious criminal. 
now demand to ſee the information in con- 
ſequence of which I was detained in priſon, 
the copy of the warrant of commitment, or 


detainer, and the face of the perſon by whom 
I was accuſed. I inſiſt upon a compliance ü 

| wu theſe * as the privileges of a 

5 Biiim 
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"Britiſh ſubject ; and if it is refuſed, I ſhall 


ſeek redreſs before a higher tribunal.” 
The juſtice ſeemed to be not a little dif. 


turbed at this peremptory declaration; 
Which, however, had no other effect upon 
his wife, but that of enraging her choler, 

and inflaming her countenance. © Sirrah ! 

ſirrah ! (cried ſhe) do you dares to inſult a 
| Worſhipful magiſtrate on the bench? — 
Can you deny that you are a vagram, and 
a dilatory ſort of a perſon? Han't the man 
with the ſatchel made an affidavy of it ?— 
If I was my huſband, I'd lay you faſt by 
the heels for your reſumption, and ferk 
vou with a primineery into the bargain, un- 
leſs you could give a better account of 
_yourſelf—I would.“ 

7_ Gobble, encouraged by this fillip, re- 
ſumed his petulance, and proceeded in this 
manner: Heark ye, friend, I might, 
"20S" Mrs. Gobble very juſtly obſerves, 
© trounce you for your audaceous behaviour; 
deut I ſcorn to take ſuch advantages: how- 

| meyer, 1 ſhall make you give an _— . 

| 0 
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of yourſelf and your companions ; for I be- 
lieves as how you are in a gang, and all 
in a ſtory, and perhaps you may be found 
one day in a cord —What are yo 
friend ? What is your ſtation and degree! yoo 
« ] am a gentleman,” replied the knigth. 
« Ay, that is Englifh for a forry fell, 
(aid the juſtice.) Every idle vagabond, 
who has neither home nor habitation, trade 
nor profeſſion, deſigns himſelf a gentleman. 
But I muſt know how you ive?“ * Upon 
my means.” < "IO are your means? 
My eſtate. “ Whence dothit ariſe?” 
From inheritance.” < Your eſtate lies 
in braſs, and that you have inherited from 


nature : but do you inherit lands and tene- | IG . 


ments?“ * Yes.” © But they are nel- 
ther here nor there, I doubt. Come, 
come, friend, I ſhall bring you about Pre- 1 
ſently. Here the examination was inter- 
rupted by the arrival of Mr. Fillet the ſr<” , 
geon, who chancing to paſs, and ſering 4 

crowd about the door, ts in to a! 
his curioſity, UBS a 
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CHAP. XII. 


m ae, there are e more ways 1 kill a des than 
N hanging. | 


bk 1 TFH 


MI. Filet no boner appeared in the 
- ribs Judgment-chamber of juſtice Gobble 
than captain Crowe, ſeizing him by the 
hand, exclaimed, Body: o'me ! Doctor 
 thou'rt come up in the nick of time to 
lend us a hand in putting about. We're 
ate in: the ſtays: here - but howſomever 
e ve got 2 800, pilot, who knows the 
. coaſt; and can weather the point, as the 
2 faxing s. AS for the enemy's veſſel, the 
has had a ſhot or two already a-thwart her 
bre: foot: the next, I do- ſuppoſe, - will 
ſtrike the hull, and then you'll ſee her taken 
al a-back.” The doctor, who: perfectly 
underſtood his dialect, aſſured him he 
_ might depend upon his aſſtance ; and ad- 
vancing to the knight, accoſted him in 


14 


theſe words; © Sir Launcelot. Greaves, bh. 
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your moſt humble ſervant. When I ſaw 
a crowd at the door, I little thought of 
finding you within, treated with ſuch indig- 
nity. Vet I can't help being pleaſed with 
an opportunity of proving the eſteem and 
veneration I have for your perſon and cha- 
rater :—you will do me a particular plea- 
ſure in commanding my beſt ſervices,” 

- Our adventurer thanked him for this i in- 
ſtance of his friendſhip, which he told him. 
he would uſe without hefication ; and de- 
ſired he would procure immediate bail 
for him and his two friends, who had been 
impriſoned, contrary to law, without any 
cauſe aſſigned. During this ſhort dialogue, 
the jultiee, who had'heard of Sir Launce- a 
lot's family and fortune, though an utter 
ſtranger to his perſon, was ſeized with ſuch 
pangs of terror and compunction, as a gro- 


velling mind may be ſuppoſed to have felt 
in ſuch. circumſtances; and they emed to 


produce the ſame unſavoury 


that 
are ſo humorouſly delineated by the i inimi- 


1 ann the print of Felix on his 
an Ms. ___ enbunal 
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£5 . tribunal, done i in the Dutch ſtile. Never- 
. theleſs, ſeeing Filler retire to execute the 


| knight's commands, he recollected himſelf 
ſo far as to [tell che priſoners there was no 
occaſion te.give themſclvesany further trou- 
ble; for he would releaſe. them without 
ball or mainprize. Then diſcarding all the 
| infolence from his features, and aſſuming 
an aſpect of the moſt humble adulation, he 
begged the knight ten thouſand pardons 
for the freedoms he had taken, which were 


entirely owing to his ignorance of Sir Laun- 
- celot's. quality. Yes, I'll aſſure you, 


Sir, (ſaid the wife), my huſband, would 
have bit off his tongue, rather than ſay 
black is the white of your eye, if ſo be he 
had known your. capacity.— Thank God, 
we have been uſed to deal with gentlefolks, 
and -many's the good pound we have Joſt 
by them; but what of that? Sure we know 
how to behave to our betters. Mr. Gob- 
ble,: thanks be to God, can defy the whole 


world to prove that he ever ſaid an uncivil 


word, I onde flag ns ponies 
un 8 | know. 


by ny b 4 
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knowing him to be a perſon of fortune. 
Indeed, as to your poor gentry and riff- 
raff, your tag, rag, and bobtail, or ſuch . 
vulgar ſcoundrelly people, he has always 
behaved like a magiſtrate, and treated them 
with the rigger of authority.“ In other 
words (ſaid the knight), he has tyrannized 
over the poor, and connived at the vices of 
the rich: your huſband 1s little obliged tu 
you for this confeſſion, woman.“ Wo- 
man! (cried Mrs. Gobble, impurpled 
with wrath, and fixing her hands on her ſides 
by way of defiance) I ſcorn your words. 
Marry core , 5 roman : quotna: no 
more a woman than your 7 Then 
burſting into tears, © Huſband (continued 
ſhe), if you had the ſoul of a louſe, you 
would not ſuffer me to be abuſed at this 
rate: you would not fir ſtill on the bench, 
and hear your ſpouſe called ſuch contemp- 


tible epitaphs.—W ho cares for his title and 


his knightſhip? You and! hufband, knew {7 


a taylor that was made a knight: but, 
thank God, I have noblemen to ſtand by 


; * with their privileges and beroguetifs. ”» 7 
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At this inſtant Mr. Fillet returned with 


his friend, a practitioner in the law, who 
freely offered to join in bailing our adven-! 
turer, and the other two priſoners, for any 


ſum that ſhould be required. The juſtice, 
perceiving the affair began to grow more 


and more ſerious, declared that he would 


diſcharge the warrants and diſmiſs the pri- 


foners. Here Mr Clarke interpoſing, ob- 
_ ſerved, that againſt the knight no warrant 
had been granted, nor any information 
ſworn t to; conſequently, as the juſtice had 


not complied with the form of proceeding 


— 2 dhrected by ſtatute, che impriſonment was 
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coram nan . void. Right, Sir (ſaid 
tte other lawyer), if a juſtice commits a 


felon for trial, without binding over the pro- 
fecutgr. to the aſſizes, he ſhall be fined.” 
And again (cried Clarke), if a juſ- 


"tice iſſues a warrant for commitment, where 
"there is no accuſation, action will lie a- 


gainſt th@juſtice.” © Moreover ( replied 
the ſtranger), if a juſtice of peace is guilty 


f of any miſdemeanour in his office, inform- 
RY A ales n in Jouve K. where | 
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he ſhall be puniſhed by fine and impriſon- 
ment. And beſides, (reſumed the ac- 
'- curate Tom), the fame court will grant 
' an information againſt a juſtice of peace, on 
motion, for ſending even a ſervant to the 
houſe of correction, or common jail, with- 
out ſufficient cauſe. True! (exclaim- 
ed the other limb of the law) and, for con- 
tempt of law, attachment may be had a- 
gainſt juſtices of peace in Banco Regis. A 
juſtice of the peace was fined a thouſand 
marks for corrupt practices.” With theſe 
words advancing to Mr. Clarke, he ſhook 
him by the hand, with the appellation of 
Brother, ſaying, I doubt the juſtice has 

got into a curſed hovel.“ Mr, Gobble! 

himſelf ſeemed to be of the ſame opinion. 
He changed colour ſeveral times during 
the remarks which the lawyers had made: 


and now, declaring that the gentlemen” 1 | 


were at liberty, begged, in the moſt hum- 
ble phraſe, that the company would eat a 

bit of mutton with him, and after dinner 7 
| the affair might be amicably compromiſed: © 


. 
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To this propoſal out adventurer replied, 
in a grave and reſolute tone, © If your act- 
ing in 'the commiſſion as a juſtice of the 
peace concerned my own particular only, 
perhaps I ſhould wave any further inquiry, 
and reſent your inſolence no other way but 
by ſilent contempt. If I thought the er- 
rors of your adminiſtration proceeded from 
2 good intention, defeated by want of un- 
. derſtanding, I ſhould pity your ignorance, 
and, in compaſſion, adviſe you to deſiſt 
from acting a part for which you are fo ill 
qualified: but the prepoſterous conduct of 
ſuch a man deeply aftects the intereſt of the 


community, eſpecially chat part of it which, 
from its helpleſs fituation, is the more en- 
titled to our protection and aſſiſtance. I 
am moreover convinced, that your miſcon- 
duct is not ſo much the conſequence of an 
uninformed head, as the poiſonous ifſue of a 
malignant heart, devoid of humanity, in- 
flamed with pride, and rankling with revenge. 
The common priſon of this little town is 
9 0 wich che miſerable * of your 
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ctuelty and oppreſnon. Inſtead of pro- 
tecting the helpleſs, reſtraining the hands 
of violence, preſerving the public tran- 
quillity, and acting as a father to the poor, 
according to the intent and meaning of 
that inſtitution of which you are an un- 
worthy member, you have diſtreſſed the 
widow and the orphan, given a looſe to all 
the inſolence of office, embroiled your: 
neighbours by fomenting ſuits and ani- 
moſities, and played the tyrant among 
the indigent and forlorn. You: have 
abuſetL the authority with which you were 
mveſted, intailed a reproach. upon your” 
office, and, inſtead of being revered as a: 


blefling,. you are deteſteg.as a curſe among” ? 


your fellow creatures. This, indeed, 88 ge- 1 


netally the caſe of low fellows, who are: 
thruſt into the magiſtracy without ſenti- 
ment, education, or cagacity. Among 
other inſtances of your iniquity, there hs 
now i in priſon an unhappy” woman, infinitely. 
erer in the advantages of birth, 

| ſen, "He" education, hom you e 
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even without provocation, perſecuted to 

ruin and diſtraction, after having illegally 
and inhumanly kidnapped her only child, 
and expoſed him to violent death in a 
foreign land. Ah caitiff ! if you were to 
forego all the comforts of life, diſtribute 
your means among the poor, and do the 
ſevereſt penance that ever prieſtcraft pre- 
ſcribed, for the reſt of your days, you 
could not atone for the ruin of that hapleſs 
family ; a family through whoſe ſides you 
cruelly and perfidiouſly ſtabbed the heart 
of an innocent young woman, to, gratify 
the pride and diabolical malice of that 


3 | - wretched low-bred woman, who now fits 
At your right hand as the aſſociate of power 


preſumption. Oh! if ſuch a deſpicable 

reptile ſhall annoy mankind with impunity ; 
i ſuch a contemptible miſcreant ſhall have 
It in his power to do ſuch deeds of inhu- 
manity and oppreſſion, what avails the law ? 
Where is our admired conſtitution, the 
freedom, the ſecurity of the ſubject, the 
boaſted humanity of the Britiſh nation? 

"Ms bes | Sacred 
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Sacred heaven ! if there was no human 
inſtitution to take cognizance of ſuch atro- 
cious crimes, I would liſten to the [dictates 
of eternal juſtice, and, arming myſelf with 
the right of nature, exterminate ſuch vil 
lains from the face of the earth! 275 
Theſe laſt words he pronounced in ſuch 
a ſtrain, while his eyes lightened with in- 
dignation, that Gobble and his wife un- 
derwent the moſt violent agitation ; the 
conſtable's teeth chattered in his head, the 
jailor trembled, and the whole audience was 
overwhelmed with conſternation. | 
After a ſhort' pauſe, Sir Launcelot pro- 
ceeded in a milder ſtrain: © Thank heaven 
the laws of this country have exempted me 
from the diſagreeable taſk of fuch an 
execution. To them we” ſhall have im- 
mediate recourſe, in three ſeparate actions 
againſt you for falſe impriſonment; and 
any other perſon who has been injured by 
your arbitrary and wicked proceedings, in 
me ſhall find a warm protector, until you 
40 be | xpunged from the commiſſion” 
8 M 6 With. 
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with diſgrace, and have made ſuch retalia- 
tion as your circumſtances will allow for 
the wrongs you have done the community.“ 

In order to complete the mortifica- 
tion and terror of the juſtice, the lawyer, 
whoſe name was F enton, declared, that to 
his certain knowledge, theſe actions would 
be reinforced with divers proſecutions for 
corrupt practices, which had lain dormant 
until ſome perſon of courage and influence 
ſhould take the lead againſt juſtice Gobble, 
who was the more dreaded as he acted un- 
der the patronage of lord. Sharpington. By 


dis time fear had deprived the juſtice and 


his helpmate of the faculty of ſpeech. They 
were indeed almoſt petrified with diſmay, 
and made no effort to ſpeak, when Mr. 


1 Y Fillet, in the rear of the knight, as he re- 


tired with his company, took his leave of 
them i in theſe words 

And now, Mr. Juſtice, to dinner with | 
| what appetite you may.” Our adventurer, 
though warmly invited to Mr. Fenton's 
houſe, repaired to a 400% inn, where he 
4 thought 
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thought he ſhould be more at his eaſe, 
fully determined to puniſh and depoſe 
Gobble. from his magiſtracy, to effect a 
general jail-delivery of all the debtors 
whom he had found in confinement ; and, 
in particular, to reſcue poor Mrs. Oakley 
from the miſerable circu mſtances 1 in 2 
ſne was involved. | 

In the mean time, he inſiſted upon kj 
tertaining his friends at dinner, during 
which many fallies of ſea-wit and good- 
humour paſſed between captain Crowe and 
doctor Fillet, which laft had juſt returned 
from a neighbouring village, whither he 
was ſummoned to fiſh a man's yard- arm, 
which had ſnapt in the ſlings. Their en- 
joyment, however, was ſuddenly interrupted 
by a loud ſcream from the kitchen, whi- 
ther Sir Launcelot immediately ſprung, 
with equal eagerneſs and agility; There he 


ſaw the landlady, who was a woman in 
years, embracing a man dreſſed in a failor'ss 
jacket, while ſne exclaimed, It is thy 
. and blood, fo ſure as I'm a living 
[ 7 ſoul. 
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foul —Ah ! poor Greaves, poor Greaves, 
many a poor heart has grieved for thee !” 


- Teo this falutation the youth replied, . I'm 


ſorry for that, miſtreſs —How does poor 
mother? how does Sukey Sedgemore ?” 

The good woman of the houſe could 
not help ſhedding tears at theſe interroga- 
tions; while Sir Launcelot, interpoſing, 
ſaid, not without emotion, © I perceive 
you are the ſon of Mrs. Oakley.—Your 
mother is in a bad ſtate of health ; but in 
me you will find a real parent.” Perceiv- 
ing that the young man eyed him with: 


aſtoniſhment, he gave him to underſtand 
that his name was Launcelot Greaves. 


Oakley no ſooner heard theſe words 


pronounced, then he fell upon his knees, 
and ſeizing the knight's hand, kiſſed it 
eagerly, crying, © God for ever bleſs your 
honour: I am your name-ſon, ſure enough 
but what of that? I can earn my bread, 


without being beholden to any man.“ 
turned to the woman of the houſe, ſaying; 


ine 5 
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« J want to ſee mother. I'm afraid as 

how times are hard with her ; and I have 
ſaved ſome money for her uſe.” This in- 
ſtance of filial duty brought tears into the 


eyes of our adventurer, who aſſured him 
his mother ſhould be carefully attended, 
and want for nothing: but that it would be 
very improper to ſee her at preſent, as the 
ſurprize might ſhock her too much, con- 
ſidering that ſhe believed him dead. Ey, 

indeed, (cried the landlady) we are all of 
the ſame opinion, being as the report went 
that poor. Greaves Oakley was killed in 
battle.” Lord miſtreſs, (aid Oakley) 
there wa'n't a word of truth i in it, I'll af-. 
ſure you. — What, d'ye think I'd tell a lie 
about the matter ? Hurt TI Was, to be ſure ;/ 
but that dont ſignify : we gave em as good 
as they brought, and fo parted.— Well, if 
ſo be I can't ſee mother, I'll go and have 
ſome chat with Sukey. What d'ye look 
ſo glum for? ſhe an't married, is ſhe ?. 
No, no, (replied the woman) not mar- 


ned; but almoſt nen Since 
thou 
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thou walt gone, the” has done nothing but 
fiphed, and wept, and pined herſelf into a 
decay. I'm affaidt thou haſt come too late 
to fave her Tife,” - 

Oakley's heart was aner this 
Dann Burſting into tears, he ex- 
aimed; * O my dear, fweer,” gentle 
Sukey !' Have 1 then lived to be the deatli 


ef her whom I loved more than the whole 
world !'* He would have gone inſtantly 


to her father's. houſe; but was reſtrained 
by the Knight and his company, who 
kad now joined him in the kitchen. The 
young man was ſeared at table, and gave 


them to underſtand, that the thip to which 
he belonged having arrived in England, 


he was indulged With a monttös leave 
e fe” his relations ; and that he had 
feceived about ey pounds in wages and 
priꝛe · money. After dinner, juſt as they 
began to deliberate upon the meaſures 
to be | taken agaitiſt- Gobble, chat gentle” 
nike” 2968 ar ile Mf, aht fry. 
0 admittance. ir, Tue, de 
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with a ſudden idea, retired into another 
apartment with the young farmer; while 

the juſtice, being admitted to the com- 
pany, declared that he came to propoſe 
terms of accommodation, He according- 

ly offered to aſk pardon of Sir Launcelot 

in the public papers, and pay fifty pounds 

to the poor of the pariſh, as an atonement 

for his miſbehaviour, provided the 
knight and his friends would grant him 

a general releaſe. Our adventurer told 
him, he would willingly wave all perſonal 4 
conceſſions ; but, as the caſe concerned 
tne community, he inſiſted upon his leay= 
ing off acting in the commiſſion, and 
making ſatisfaction to the parties he had 
injured and oppreſſed. . This declaration 
introduced a diſcuſſion, in the courſe of 
which the juſtice's petulance began to 
revive ; when Fillet, entering the room, 

told them he had a reconciling meaſure - 
to propoſe, if Mr. Gobble would for'a 
few minutes withdraw. He roſe up im- 
mediately, and was ſhewn into the room 


* 
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which Fillet had prepared for his reception. 5 
While he ſat muſing on this untoward 


adventure, ſo big with diſgrace and diſap- 


Pointment, young Oakley, according to 


the inſtructions he had received, appeared 
all at once before him, pointing to a 


ghaſtly wound, which the doctor had 
Painted on his forehead. The apparition 
no ſooner preſented itſelf to the eyes of 
Gobble, than, taking it for granted it was 
the ſpirit of the young farmer whoſe death 
he had occaſioned, he roared aloud, © Lord 
have mercy upon vs!” and fell inſenſible 
on the floor. There being found by the 


company, to whom Fillet had communi- 


cated his contrivance, he was conveyed to 


bed, where he lay ſome time before he 
Tecovered the perfect uſe of his ſenſes. 
Then he earneſtly deſired to ſee the knight, 


and aſſured him he was ready to comply 


with his terms, inaſmuch as he believed 


he had not long to live, Advantage was 

unn taken of this ſalutary diſpoſi- 
is. He bound himſelf not to act as a 
juſtice 
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juſtice of the peace, in any part of Great 
Britain, under the penalty of five thou- 
ſand pounds. He burned Mrs. Oakley's, 
note; payed the debts of the ſhopkeeper ; 
undertook 'to compound thoſe of the pub- 
lican, and to ſettle him again in buſineſs ; 
and, finally, diſcharged them - all from- 
priſon, paying the dues out of his own 
pocket. Theſe ſteps being taken with 
peculiar eagerneſs, he was removed to his 
own houſe, where he aſſured his wife he 
had ſeen a viſion that prognoſticated his - 
death; and had immediate recourſe to 


the curate of the pariſh for ſpiritual con- 
ſolation. 
The moſt intereſting part of the talk 
that now remained, was to make the 
widow Oakley acquainted with her good 
fortune, in ſuch a manner as might leaſt 
diſturb her ſpirits, already but too much 
diſcompoſed. For this purpoſe they choſe 
the landlady, who, after having received 
proper directions how to regulate her con- 
duct, viſited her in priſon that ſame even- 
2. 6 V3 9 Kai ing. 


1 THE 1e Un or 


ing. F inding her quite calm, and her re- 
flection perfectly reſtored, ſhe began with 


' © Exhorting her to put her truſt in Provi- 


dence, which would never forſake the 
cauſe of the injured widow and fatherleſs: 
ſhe promiſed to affilt and befriend her on 


all occaſions, as far as her abilities would 
Teach: ſhe gradually turned the conver- 


fation upon the family of the Greaves ; and 


by degrees informed her, that Sir Launce- 


lot, having learned her ſituation, was de- 
termined to extricate her from all her trou- 


blues. Percciving her aſtoniſhed, and deep- 
y affected at this intimation, &< art „ 
_ ſhifted the diſcourſe, recommended re- 


8 Fs. Tignation to the Divine Will, and obſerv- 


xd, that this circumſtance ſeemed to be an 


earneſt of further happineſs. e O] I'm 


incapable of receiving more! (cried the 
diſconſolate widow, with ſtreaming eyes) 
Yet I ought not to be ſurpriſed at any 


bleſling that flows from that quarter,— 
het The family of Greaves were. always wir- 
9 humane, and benevolent.— This 


young 
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young gentleman's mother was my dear 
lady. and benefactreſß :—he himlelf was 
ſuckled at theſe breaſts.—O ! he was the 
ſweeteſt, comelieſt, beſt conditioned babe 
loved not my own Greaves with greater 
affection— but, he, alas! is now no more!“ 
« Have patience, good neighbour, (ſaid 
the landlady of the White Heart) that is 
more than you have any right to affirm, 
All that you know of the matter is by 
common report, and common report is 
commonly falſe: beſides, I can tell you 
I have ſeen a liſt of the men that were kill- 
ed in admiral P——'s ſhip, When he 
fought the French in the Eaſt Indies, and: 
your fon was not in the number.“ To 
this intimation ſhe replied, after a con ſider- 
able pauſe, Don't, my good neighbour, 
don't feed me with falſe hope. My poor ; 
Greaves too certainly periſhed in a foreign} 

land —yet he is happy: —had he lived to 
lee me in this condition, grief would ſobn 
have put a period to his days“. I he 
5 then, (cried the riſitant) he is 


oy 
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” 6 By 1 have ſeen a letter that mentions 


bis being well ſince the battle. Jou ſhall 
 . _Ccomealong with me—you are no longer a 
pPriſoner, but ſhall live at my houſe com- 

; fortably, till your affairs are fertled to your 

* Wilh. Mit og we 
The poor n followed ber in 6 lent 
Weimer and was 1 accom- 
__ modated with neceſſaries. 

Next morning her hoſtels proceeded 
with her im the ſame cautious manner, un- 
til ſhe was affured that her ſon had return- 
ed. Being duly prepared, ſhe was bleſſed 
With a ſight of nrg c and fainted 
away in elan. 5 1091 TÞ 2:5 e 
We ſhall not duell upon this Ae 

ſieene, becauſe it is but of a ſecondary con- 
cern in the hiſtory of our knight-errant : 
let ĩt ſuffice to fay, their mutual happineſs 

was unſpeakable. She was afterwards vi- 

' ited by Sir Launcelot, whom ſhe no ſooner 
| beheld; than, ſpringing forwards with all 
he eagerneſs of maternal affection, ſhe 


3 3 kim to her br crying, © M 
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dear child! my Launcelot! my pride! bs 
my darling! my kind benefactor This 


is not the firſt time I have hugged you in 
theſe arms! O! you are the very neo 
of Sir Everhard in his youth; but yo 
have got the eyes, the complexion, "oY 
ſweetneſs, and complacency of my dear 

and ever-honoured lady. 1 This was not 
in the ſtrain of hirelin praiſe; but the” 
genuine tribute of eſteeny and admiration, 08 
As ſuch, it could not bt be agreeable to 
our hero, who undertook to procure Oax- 
ley's diſcharge, and ſettle him in a com- 
fortable farm on his own eſtate. 

In the mean time, Greaves went with a 
heavy heart to the houſe of farmer Sedge- 
more, where he found Sukey, who had 
been prepared for his reception, in a tran- 
ſport of joy, though very weak and greatly 
emaciated, Neyetthelefs,. the return of 
her ſweet-heart had ſuch an happy effect 
on her conſtitutipn, that in a few weeks 
her health was pelfectly reſtored. 

This adventure of our knight was 


crowned with every happy circumſtance 
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* ould. give pleaſure to a generous. 
mind. The priſoners were releaſed, and 


reinſtated in their former occupations, 
The juſtice performed his articles from 
fear; and afterwards turned over a new 
leaf from remorſe. Young Oakley was 

50 miarried'to Sukey, with whom he received 
a conſiderable portion. The new-married 
couple found a farm ready ſtocked for them 

on the knight's eſtate ; and the mother en- 
Joyed a happy retreat in the character of 
the houſe-keeper at Greaveſbury-hall. 
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